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Apple Reportedly Mothballs Television Plan
AFTER YEARS of speculation and rumor about the mythical Apple tele-
vision, here’s another round of it that might put the topic to rest for a 
while. Apple, The Wall Street Journal reported May 18, quietly shelved 
the project more than a year ago after fi nding that it would be diffi cult to 
produce a product that could set it apart from the pack.

 Apple “searched for breakthrough features to justify building an 
Apple-branded television set” but came up short, the paper reported, 
citing unnamed sources.

 Such breakthroughs that were apparently under consideration 
sound pretty ho-hum – Ultra HD/4K display, sensor-equipped cameras 
to make video calls, among them.

 But Carl Icahn, in an open letter May 18 to Apple CEO Tim Cook holding that the company’s 
shares are worth a lofty $240 (they’re trading at about $130 per share at the time of this writing), 
remains confi dent that Apple will still make a go at the TV, as well as connected cars.

 “Apple is poised to enter and in our view dominate two new categories (the television next 
year and the automobile by 2020) with a combined addressable market of $2.2 trillion, a view 
investors don’t appear to factor into their valuation at all,” Icahn wrote.

 With respect to the long-rumored Apple television, that’s sort of a replay from October 2014, 
when Icahn expressed confi dence in another open letter that Apple would introduce a 4K set 
sometime in fi scal year 2016.

 Icahn wrote last week that he still expects Apple to start selling two Apple television sets – 
UHD models with 55-inch and 65-inch screens, in FY 2016, so at least he’s consistent. ◆

For more, go to multichannel.com/blog/bauminator/apple-mothballs-television-plan-report/390745
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Jeff Baumgartner“Essentially 
every piece of 
glass is a TV.” 

--Matt Strauss, Comcast Cable
 executive vice president and 

general manager of video 
services, at the J.P. Morgan Global 

Technology, Media and Telecom 
Conference in Boston on May 18.

NUMBER

333.2 
million
The amount of subscribers to 

over-the-top video services 

including Amazon Prime and 

Netfl ix worldwide anticipated 

by 2019, up from 92.1 million 

at the end of 2014, according 

to Juniper Research.

STATISTICS
U.S. Pay TV Subscribers 
Who Watched Netflix and 
Hulu in the Past Month

Source: Strategy Analytics, ConsumerMetrix sur-
vey, noting that the popularity of Netfl ix and Hulu is 
causing pay TV providers to embrace OTT services 
and integrate them at the set-top. 

“Apple would get its ass handed to it by Vizio just like every other TV maker. 
There’s no room to come barging into the TV market anymore.” 

--Chris Welch (@chriswelch) of The Verge on a report that Apple has 
shelved a plan to develop its own television set. 
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