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CONNECTIONS

Three Things Charter Had in Mind for GreatLand 
The Comcast/Time Warner Cable deal’s collapse carried a human toll 

for those who were poised to join GreatLand Connections, the would-be 
MSO spinoff. (Through the Wire, May 11, 2015)

Although it’s moot now, there was a technology piece woven in there.
According to an April 10 memo from Charter CEO Tom Rutledge to 

provide “high-level strategies,” which hinged on the Comcast/TWC deal, 
here are three results Charter was preparing for:
•   GreatLand was to “change their market-facing name to Spectrum as they 

increasingly utilize the Charter product, pricing and packaging concepts   .”
•   GreatLand wouldn’t own any call centers at the proposed closing, 

but Charter would handle that via a plan to purchase call centers from 
Comcast    to provide calling and call answering for GreatLand under a services agreement   .

•   Charter’s service agreement was to last three years, during which the MSO would provide services 
to GreatLand “in the same manner that these services are provided to Charter’s own systems   .” ◆

For more, see www.multichannel.com/blog/bauminator/3thingscharter-had-mind-greatland/390591.

BLOG: THE BAUMINATOR

“Will Verizon favor its newly acquired content over competitors? Marriage of 
content and carriage always problematic. #AOLVZN”

Michael Copps (@coppsm), former FCC chairman and commissioner and 
current special adviser to Common Cause’s Media and Democracy Reform 
Initiative, on Verizon’s proposed $4.4 billion acquisition of AOL.

“Verizon will pay $19.99 a month for AOL over the next 220,000,000 months to 
pay for the deal”

Samir Mezrahi (@samir), BuzzFeed’s social media director, commenting on 
the proposed acquisition while also recalling AOL’s dial-up ISP heritage.

TECH TWEETS

Jeff Baumgartner

“We will give ’em 
away like Chiclets”
Comcast chairman and CEO Brian Roberts 
on the MSO’s distribution plan for a recently 
launched voice-enabled remote control for 
Comcast’s cloud-based X1 video platform, 
speaking May 13 at the MoffettNathanson 

Media & Communications Summit. Comcast 
announced the commercial launch of the 

remote on May 5.

NUMBER

620K
The number of CableCard 
modules deployed in retail-

bought video devices, 
including TiVo DVRs and 
cable-ready HDTVs, by 
the top nine U.S. cable 
operators, according to 
the NCTA, compared to 

more than 52 million cards 
in supplied set-tops.

STATISTICS
OTT RISING
In 2015, global ship-
ments of over-the-top 
set-top boxes sold at 
retail, including Apple 
TV and Roku boxes and 
Chromecast adapters, 
will reach 31 million, 
overtaking shipments of 
30 million IPTV set-tops 
used for pay TV services, according to a new IHS forecast. However, total shipments of 
“connectable” pay TV set-tops — including IPTV boxes, cable set-tops and satellite boxes   
— still far outpace shipments of OTT set-tops. In 2018, connectable pay TV box shipments 
will grow to 169 million units, vs. 38 million retail OTT set-top shipments, IHS said.
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