
FF/RWD
By Paige Albiniak

The latest major cast turnover is nothing new for ABC’s stalwart 
talk show, which has often managed to turn transition into ratings
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On June 24, 

B&C confirmed that both 
SHEPHERD and 
MCCARTHY would be 
leaving the show,  
just one month after 
Walters retired from 
ABC (although Walters 
never retires for long). That 
leaves just Goldberg from the suc-
cessful quintet of the late 2000s.

Over the past two seasons, The View 
has averaged a 2.4 in households and a bit  
less than 2.8 million viewers, on par with its 
performance from 2004-06. Since the 2011-12 
season, The View is down 11% in households and 14% among 
women 25-54. It’s also faced competition from CBS’ rival 
panel show, The Talk. This fall, Warner Bros. is rolling out

The Real, a View-inspired talk 
show targeted at daytime’s diverse audience.

Many observers expect The View 
to break precedent and add a man to the 
panel. Over the past couple of years, the 
show has regularly featured men, with Fridays 
serving as “Guy Day Fridays.” TOM 
BERGERON, JOE SCARBOROUGH, 
D.L. HUGHLEY and BRYANT 
GUMBEL have sat in the hot seat. E!’s 

ROSS MATHEWS, former Bachelor 
JESSE PALMER and conservative 
talk-show host WILL CAIN all are said 
to be contenders for a permanent place 
on the show, according to reports.

On July 10, The View confirmed
via Twitter that O’Donnell is returning 
to the show as a cohost. Other potential 
cohosts said to be in the mix are 
MEGAN MCCAIN, BETHENNY 
FRANKEL, ABBY HUNSTMAN 
and MARGARET HOOVER. 
Questions remain as to whether The View 
cocreator and executive producer Geddie 

will remain in light of the changes. 

 When ABC debuted The View 
in August 1997, the show offered 
viewers a completely new idea: an 
entire panel of women talking openly 
about issues of the day.

 The show was not an instant hit, 
averaging a 1.7 rating in households in 
its first season—a number that’s barely 
sustainable today. But it kept growing, 
inching up to a 1.8 in season 2, then 
a 2.2 and a 2.6 in successive seasons. 
The View’s best season ever, 
ratings-wise, came in 2008-09, when it averaged a 3.0 
in households and 3.47 million total viewers.

 ABC News legend BARBARA WALTERS and her producing 
partner, BILL GEDDIE, conceived the show to represent a spectrum of 
female viewers—young, older, moms, singles, working, staying at home—and 
always with an eye toward diversity.

 The show’s first cast featured MEREDITH VIEIRA as the modera-
tor, along with STAR JONES, DEBBIE 

MATENOPOULOS, JOY BEHAR 
and WALTERS. Matenopoulos 

only lasted one season and was 
replaced by LISA LING. 

 Ling lasted four seasons, de-
camping in 2002 for NatGeo. She 

was replaced by ELISABETH 
HASSELBECK, the Survivor 

alum turned outspoken conservative. 
In 2013, Hasselbeck left for Fox News and 

was replaced by JENNY MCCARTHY.

 VIEIRA and JONES both departed 
in 2006. VIEIRA moved on to become the 

coanchor of NBC’s Today; Jones’ contract was not renewed. 
Jones was replaced by SHERRI SHEPHERD, who announced her 
departure last month.

 ROSIE O’DONNELL replaced Vieira for one season, joining in 
September 2006. During her tenure, the liberal O’Donnell often clashed with 
conservative Hasselbeck, which kept the show in the media spotlight.

 A variety of guest hosts filled in for O’Donnell until WHOOPI 
GOLDBERG joined in August 2007. A

nd
re

w
 E

cc
le

s/
A

B
C

(3
);

 S
te

ve
 F

en
n/

A
B

C
;  

D
on

na
 S

ve
nn

ev
ik

/A
B

C
(2

)

3 0   B R O A D C A S T I N G  &  C A B L E   J U LY  1 4 ,  2 0 1 4   B R O A D C A S T I N G C A B L E . C O M

The View’s first-season cast 
(from left): Behar, Jones, 
Matenopoulos, Vieira, Walters. 

McCarthy (left) 
and Shepherd

Hasselbeck

Ling

Goldberg

Ross Mathews (top) is a potential 
new cohost; Rosie O’Donnell’s 

return was confirmed last week.

0701_FFRWD.indd   2 7/11/14   10:54 AM


