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Season 2 of Under the Dome, CBS’ successful summer 2013
experiment based on the novel by Stephen King, premieres June 30
with an episode written by King. The author is rarely so closely involved
with an adaptation of his writing, but not for lack of opportunity.
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Under the Dome premiered
June 24, 2013 to a 3.3 live-
plus-same-day Nielsen rat-

ing and 13.5 million total view-
ers—the largest audience for a summer 
series premiere since The Singing Bee 
in 2007, but, sadly, nowhere near the 
numbers rung up by It.

During the upfront presentations 
in May, TNT announced it is develop-
ing The Shop, a series that would serve 
as a sequel to King’s Firestarter. On June 24, 
Lifetime ordered a TV movie adaptation of King’s 
Big Driver, with MARIA BELLO set to star. Whatever King’s involvement, both 
projects will no doubt have the master’s scary stamp.

 CBS premiered the four-hour miniseries 
Salem’s Lot in 1979, the first TV adaptation of 
mega-bestselling author STEPHEN KING’s 
work. It served as a precursor to the contempo-
rary vampire fad—and media weariness of said fad. 

“The multitudes who have seemingly unwaver-
ing faith in the horror genre will undoubtedly 

be pleased,” The New York Times’ TV critic 
JOHN J. O’CONNOR wrote.

 Like Salem’s Lot, King’s It was 
turned into a two-part, four-hour event. 

Airing on ABC in 1990, part 2 drew 
the second-largest television 
audience of its week with 20.6 
million viewers—well behind CBS’ 
60 Minutes (22.5 million), but ahead of 
Monday Night Football (18.2 million), 
America’s Funniest People (18.1 mil-
lion), America’s Funniest Home Videos (17.9 
million) and Murder, She Wrote (17.8 million).

 King wrote the script for 
1997’s ABC three-part ad-
aptation of The Shining. But 

the experience failed to wash 
the bad taste of an earlier adaptation from the writer’s 
mouth. When a BBC interviewer asked him in 2013 if 
he liked the STANLEY KUBRICK film, King, long 
disparaging of the film, answered, “No. Cold. I’m not a cold 
guy,” before dismissing Kubrick as “compulsive,” 
JACK NICHOLSON as “just channeling 
The Wild Angels” and SHELLEY DUVALL 
as “basically just there to scream.”

 The 2002 TV adaptation of The Dead Zone—
unrelated to DAVID CRONENBERG’s 
1983 film version—was an early and important 
project for two emerging TV brands: USA 
Network and Lionsgate. “[The Dead Zone] 
really kind of helped define the beginning 
of USA’s long-running dominance in the cable drama 
space,” said KEVIN BEGGS, chairman of Lionsgate 
Television Group. Lionsgate served as coproducer with 
Paramount on The Dead Zone, whose premiere, 
according to Beggs, was “the first big, big cable event in basic cable.”

“You want to deliver for your 
division heads, and Nina [Tassler,  
CBS entertainment chairman] really 
wanted this show on the air.” 

—Scott Koondel, executive VP and chief corporate content  
licensing officer, CBS Corp.,  told B&C editor-in-chief Melissa Grego 

at the Next TV conference in New York in March.
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It’s part 2 creeped out
 more than 20 million 

 viewers in 1990. 

King penned the TV version 
of The Shining (top); The 

Dead Zone gave a big boost
 to both USA and Lionsgate.

CBS gave a series order in 
November 2012 to Under the Dome, 
originally developed for corporate 
cousin Showtime. The broadcast net-
work also noted that it would employ 
a unique windowing strategy, partner-
ing with a digital service to make each 
episode available via streaming video-
on-demand within a short period after 
its initial airing. Three months later, 
CBS and Amazon announced a 
licensing agreement that made Dome 
episodes available to Amazon 
Prime customers four days after 
they aired on CBS.
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