
	 After taking control of News
Limited, owner of the Adelaide News,
in 1954, upon the death of his newspaper-
man father, Murdoch acquired the Sunday 
Times and Daily Mirror in Australia. 
Murdoch moved to London in 1969, taking 
over The News of the World, a tabloid 
he would close in 2012 in reaction to the 
scandal over reporters and editors hacking 
into cellphones. He also bought the Sun and 
later, the The Times of London in 1981.

	 Murdoch invaded America in 1973 by 
purchasing the San Antonio Express-News 
and founding The Star tabloid. He acquired the New York Post in 1976. 

	 The 1984 purchase of a stake in Twentieth Century Fox for $250 million 
and the $2.55 billion acquisition of Metromedia’s six major-market TV 

stations laid the foundation for the 
1986 launch of Fox Broadcasting, which 
would air The Late Show with JOAN 
RIVERS in late night and Married 
With Children in primetime. Fox 
then went on to premiere hits The 
Simpsons and American Idol, 
among many others, and rule 
the 18-49 demo as the annual 
broadcast ratings winner 
for eight straight years.

	 Murdoch paid $6 billion in 2003 for a 34% interest in 
Hughes Electronics, parent of DirecTV. He nearly 
merged it with Dish Network in 2006, but wound up 

selling his share to JOHN MALONE in exchange for
Malone’s $11 billion stake in News Corp.

	  Murdoch beat out Viacom to acquire 
MySpace for $580 million in 2003. News 
Corp. sold MySpace for $35 million in 2011. 

	  In 2011, News Corp. bought Shine 
Group for $675 million. Daughter ELISABETH 

MURDOCH pocketed $214 million. A shareholder suit accused 
the Murdochs of running News Corp. like a “family candy store.”

In 2013, News Corp. split into two companies: 
21st Century Fox, which owns Murdoch’s TV and 
movie businesses, and News Corp., which owns 
his print properties. Murdoch is chairman, CEO and 
controlling shareholder in both companies.

Last March, son LACHLAN MURDOCH 
was named cochairman of News Corp. and 
21st Century Fox, while his brother JAMES 
MURDOCH was named co-chief operating officer 
at 21st Century Fox, providing clues about the 
83-year-old media baron’s succession plan.

In May, 
British Sky Broadcasting (37%-owned 
by 21st Century Fox) confirmed it was in talks to 
buy Murdoch’s Sky Italia satellite unit and 
his 57% stake 

in Sky Deutschland. In late 
July, an agreement was 
reached that, as expected, 
nets Fox $7.2 billion.

Cash from the Sky deal 
gives Murdoch money to make an-

other big acquisition, with Time Warner surfacing in June as one of his most 
promising targets, analysts said. Among Time Warner’s most appealing assets: the 
Warner Bros. studio, which could help restock Fox broadcasting’s schedule, and 
HBO, which would give Fox a premium channel.

 After weeks of speculation, on July 16, 21st Century Fox confirmed
that it had made an $80 billion offer for Time Warner. As part of the deal, 
Murdoch’s company would sell off CNN. Time Warner confirmed it rejected 
the offer. In a video, CEO JEFF BEWKES said: ”Continuing to

execute our strategic plan and our 
business plans will create significantly 
more value for the company and our 
shareholders, and that’s superior to any 
proposal that Fox is in a position to offer.”

Almost as soon as Murdoch’s bid was rejected, Wall 
Street analysts and other observers said they expected 
Murdoch to make a new offer and win Time Warner, paying 
as much as $100 billion. 
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Rupert Murdoch built a media empire over the course of a 60-year 
career. Here are the highlights in his rise from Aussie newsman to industry 
titan, as he tries to add Time Warner in a typically audacious takeover.
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Married With Children, Fox’s first 

primetime series, ran from 1987-97.
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Rupert Murdoch shows off 
Australia’s Daily Mirror, 

one of the first newspapers 
 he acquired, in 1960.

Rupert gave sons Lachlan (left) and 
James (right) expanded corporate roles 
in March.

Malone

James and Rupert Murdoch testified 

before Parliament in the phone-hacking 

Murdoch has appeared 
in two Simpsons 
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