
	  The first TV game show, Spelling Bee, 
was broadcast in 1938; the popular Truth or 
Consequences premiered 1941. In the 1950s, 
quiz shows dominated primetime, much like 
today’s reality shows. But the decade also 
brought a spate of scandals that threatened 

to kill the budding 
genre.  

	  Syndi-
cated game 
shows arrived 
later as syn-
dication became more common. What’s My Line? 
aired on CBS from 1950 to 1967 and in syndication 

from 1968-75. To Tell the Truth aired on CBS from 
1956-68, on NBC from 1990-91 and in syndication 
from 1969-78, 1980-81 and 2000-01.  

	  Game shows, with their refreshable formats, have 
toggled between primetime and daily syndication more com-
monly than any other TV genre. The Match Game aired 
on NBC from 1962-69 and on CBS from 1973-79, a run that 
seemed as fun and long as host GENE RAYBURN’s 
lengthy microphone. A weekly syndicated version, 
Match Game PM, aired from 1975-81, while a daily syndi-
cated version ran from 1979-82. The show has returned 
three times since 1982, but only for one-season stints.  

	  Hollywood Squares, most famously hosted by PETER 
MARSHALL and later by TOM BERGERON, was 

briefly paired with Match Game for The Match Game/
Hollywood Squares hour on 
NBC in 1983-84. The network ver-
sion of Hollywood Squares ran on NBC from 1966-
81 and was a huge hit, with PAUL LYNDE 
cracking wise in the center square. (“Paul, accord-
ing to chef JULIA CHILD, how much is a 
pinch?” “Oh—just enough to turn her on.”) 
It returned for a short syndication stint 
in 1986-89 with JOHN DAVIDSON 
at the helm and was revived by ROGER 
and MICHAEL KING from 1998-2004 

with Bergeron as host. 

Family Feud, currently experiencing 
a renaissance with STEVE HARVEY, 
has been a staple for nearly four decades.  
The show was a primetime hit on ABC from 
1976-83, when host RICHARD DAWSON 
was famous for kissing all of the female 
contestants. It then aired in syndication  
for two more years.  Feud was revived in 
syndication and ran from 1988-95. Its 
current iteration has run since 1999, 
with LOUIE ANDERSON, 
RICHARD KARN and 

JOHN O’HURLEY hosting before Harvey took over in 2010.

King brothers Roger and Michael scored the hits that made 
them rich in 1983 and 1984 with the debuts of the iconic, 

MERV GRIFFIN-produced Wheel of Fortune 
and Jeopardy!  

Who Wants to Be a Millionaire began its 
ongoing syndication run in 2002. The primetime ver-

sion, hosted by REGIS PHILBIN from 1999-2002, at-
tracted more than 30 million viewers per episode at its height. 

Ratings ebbed and the show segued to syndication with MEREDITH 
VIEIRA as host for 11 seasons. 

Since Millionaire, syndicators’ game-show 
scorecard is spotty. Primetime hits such as NBC’s Deal 
or No Deal and The Weakest Link and Fox’s Are You 
Smarter Than a Fifth Grader struggled in syndication. 
In 2007, Twentieth debuted Temptation while Program 
Partners launched Griffin’s Crosswords; neither clicked.  

Debmar-Mercury’s Trivial Pursuit, which seemed 
like a good bet because of the strong brand 

behind it, fizzled in 2008.  

This fall, Debmar-Mercury is hoping to strike game gold 
with Celebrity Name Game, a mix of pop culture, charades 

and celebrities hosted by CRAIG FERGUSON. It 
premieres Sept. 22 on Tribune, Sinclair and other TV stations. 
“The beauty of game shows is that you  

can play along, you aren’t just watching. 
Every member of your family can watch 

together,” says GABY JOHNSTON, 
executive producer of Family Feud.  

By Paige Albiniak 

Game shows have been going strong since the dawn of TV, 
surviving everything from scandals to the onslaught of apps. 
Craig Ferguson’s Celebrity Name Game bows this month.
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Peter Marshall hosted the 
original Hollywood Squares 
in the 1980s.
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Steve Harvey took over in 2010 as host of the syndicated Family Feud, 
which got its start on ABC in 1976 led by Richard Dawson.

What’s My Line? ran 17 years on CBS, 

followed by seven in syndication.

The long-running 
Match Game launched 
on NBC in 1962.

Deal or No Deal 
topper Howie Mandel

Philbin
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