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Working the Corner  
Of Camcorder and Vine
Created in the days of actual videotape, ABC’s America’s Funniest 
Home Videos is a juggernaut with Lassie-like legs. As the iconic 
show preps for its 25th season, a zoom-in shows how a pioneer 
handed down its family appeal to the next generation.

FF/RWD«»

4 6   b r o a d c a s t i n g  &  c a b l e   s e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  2 0 1 4   b r o a d c a s t i n g c a b l e . c o m

in 2007, America’s 
Funniest Home Videos became 
abc network’s longest-running 
primetime entertainment 
show. In 2012, the 500th 
episode aired, a mile-
stone reached by only 
three other primetime 
entertainment series: 
Lassie, Gunsmoke and 
The Simpsons. di bona 
explains aFV’s longevity by 
noting the generational power 
of its family-friendly appeal. 
“in the studio audience, people 
come up to me and say, ‘i 
watched this show as a kid and 
now i watch with my kids,’” 
di bona says.

submissions for the 
show used to arrive in the mail 

on videocassette tapes, then on discs; now, the public records the videos on mobile devices 
and uploads them directly to AFV. Di Bona says they receive about 3,500
submissions on average each week, but he thinks the November 
launch of their new Android app could bump that number up to 5,000.

di bona and America’s Funniest Home Videos helped bring the reality genre 
to network broadcasting and were forerunners of YouTube and today’s clip-centric

 Web culture. Yet people continue to submit their home videos to AFV, di bona argues, for the 
opportunity to have millions of people see their videos and win $110,000.

the popularity of America’s Funniest Home 
Videos has led to a number of spinoffs and 
similarly formatted shows, including America’s 
Funniest People, The Planet’s Funniest Animals, 
It Only Hurts When I Laugh! and Ridiculousness. 
AFV helped paved the way for video clips to be so 
commonly woven into everything from morning 
shows to late-night series.

While not the ratings juggernaut it was
 in its first few years, America’s Funni-
est Home Videos still pulled in an 
average of 6.2 million viewers per 
episode during the 2013-14 broad-
cast season. the ratings for the show’s 

summer repeats were up 11% among young 
adults compared to the previous year.

bergeron announced in march that the
upcoming 25th season, which starts oct. 5, 
would be his last as host. (His successor has not 
been named.) AFV, which has not been renewed 
yet for season 26, will look different post-bergeron. 
already this season, a new coventure between Vin Di Bona Productions and Maker 
Studios will mobilize Youtube stars in clips and segments on the show and aFV’s Youtube 
channel, aiming to ensure the brand’s continued relevance.

  in 1989, noting the popularity of 
camcorders and inspiration from a 
Japanese variety series, director and 
producer Vin Di Bona pitched 
aBC a show in which viewers would 
send in their home videos. America’s 
Funniest Home Videos initially aired 
as a special on nov. 26, 1989 before 
premiering on Jan. 14, 1990 as a 
regular weekly series. AFV was the 
most-watched show of the 1989-90 tV 
season with an average of 38 million 
viewers per episode. 

 the show’s first prize-winning clip featured a 
woman trapped in her dishwasher by her hair. (the 
camcorder used to capture it is now on display in 
the Smithsonian Museum of american 
History.) over the years, the most-featured home 
appliance has been the vacuum cleaner, along with the 
original cat videos and evergreen clips such as toddlers 

whacking grown-ups in the privates.

 Full House’s BoB SageT served 
as host for the 1989 special and the 
first eight seasons. comedian JoHn 
FugelSang and model-turned-tV 
personality DaiSY FuenTeS co-
hosted seasons 9 and 10, followed 
by a transition from weekly 
show to a series of specials 
hosted by stars of various 
abc sitcoms.

  during the summer of 2001, abc returned the 
program to its weekly series format, moved it back 
to Friday nights and installed Hollywood Squares’
ToM Bergeron as the new host. bergeron has 
gone on to anchor more than 300 episodes (saget had fewer 
than 200 to his name).
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AFV’s original prize-winning clip shows a woman 

with her hair caught in a dishwasher. The most 

popular appliance in clips is a vacuum cleaner.
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Bob Saget hosted 
America’s Funniest Home 
on ABC for eight seasons.

John Fugelsang 
and Daisy Fuentes 
(above) cohosted 
seasons 9  
and 10 before 
Bergeron (left), 
now the longest-
serving host,  
took over in 2001.

America’s Funniest Home 
Videos bowed as a special 
on ABC in ‘89 before going 
weekly the following year.

  “It’s really the one time 
where kids and parents  
can come together.” 

—Di Bona to B&C

  “The first rule in comedy is you’ve got 
to be funny. A laugh machine is not  
going to make it funny. The inherent clip  

is what’s important.” —Di Bona

Tom Bergeron has hosted more than 300 episodes of 
America’s Funniest Home Videos. He has announced that
the upcoming 25th season of the show will be his last.

AFV inspired 
many series, 
including 
America’s 
Funniest 
People (right), 
hosted by 
Dave Coulier 
and Tawny 
Kitaen, and 
It Only Hurts 
When I Laugh! 
(below).




