
 With the words of CAPTAIN KIRK, “Space: the 
fi nal frontier,” Star Trek kicked off TV’s obsession with 

space. The iconic series wasn’t the 
fi rst and lasted little longer than a 
redshirt (1966-69), but it captured 
the public’s interest. After gaining 
popularity through syndication, 
the show had four live-action 
spinoffs spanning decades, most 
notably Star Trek: The Next 
Generation. Creator GENE 
RODDENBERRY aimed the 
show at social and political questions depicted in the future. 

 A story and comic strip in the 1920s, Buck Rogers 
traveled to TV fi rst in 1950 as a short-lived series on ABC 
and then on NBC from 1979-81.

 Created in 1978 for ABC, Battlestar Galactica 
was remade in 2003 by RONALD D. MOORE
 and DAVID EICK as a two-part miniseries for Syfy, 

which led to a series that ran through 2009. The 
revamped version followed the leftovers 

of humanity searching for a home. In total, both editions 
won fi ve Emmys and a Peabody.

 Originating as a 1994 fi lm, the Stargate franchise 
transitioned to TV as Stargate SG-1 in 1997. Spinoffs 

Stargate Atlantis and Stargate Universe followed.

 Though a few shows seem to hang on 
forever, many space-based series were not so 
lucky. Whether mourned or forgotten, series 
including Firefl y, Space: Above and Be-
yond, Caprica and Quark found themselves 

ground into stardust, though some, such as 
Lost in Space, remain quotable touchstones. 

Hosted by CARL 
SAGAN, PBS debuted 
Cosmos: A Personal Voyage in 
1980 and it became a hit. The docuseries got 
a breath of new life in 2014 when Family Guy 
creator SETH MACFARLANE joined as 
a producer of Cosmos: A Spacetime Odys-
sey. It premiered across 10 Fox Networks 
Group U.S. channels to 8.5 million viewers 
live-plus-same-day, earning four Emmys.

BBC’s Doctor Who premiered in
1963 and ran through 1989. In 2005,

RUSSELL T. DAVIES resurrected the series, and it has 
shown no signs of slowing. STEVEN MOFFAT runs the 

show now with PETER CAPALDI at the helm of the 
TARDIS as the 12th Doctor.

CBS’ Extant and CW’s The 100 focus on 
coming back to Earth from space. The 100 follows 

the return of humans to earth after being exiled for 97 
years in space in the wake of a nuclear war. Execu-
tive producer JASON ROTHENBERG cites

Battlestar Galactica as an inspiration: “The fl eet was 
dying. They were looking for a place to live. A similar 

construction in what we’re doing, tonally similar as well.”

The six-hour series Ascension premieres Dec. 15 on Syfy. A covert U.S. space 
mission sends hundreds on a century-long trek to colonize a planet in 1963. A 
murder almost 50 years into the trip causes voyagers to question their mission. 

Executive producer and showrunner Philip Levens says 
Ascension portrays a way society might have evolved 
differently, “without all of the infl uences of the last 60 
years. No JFK assassination, no MLK or Robert Ken-
nedy or Vietnam or Twin Towers. Everything is quite 
different. It’s contemporary, but divergent.”

Long-time space standard Star Wars landed 
on TV with animated series. Disney XD’s Star 
Wars Rebels hauled in the network’s biggest 
animated series premiere with more than 1 million 

total viewers. The franchise also launched Star Wars: The Clone Wars on Cartoon 
Network; the fi nal season moved to Netfl ix this year.
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From Star Trek to Battlestar Galactica, television has long reached 
for the stars. Syfy’s coming Ascension renews the love affair.
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Enterprising Genre
Remains Light-Years Ahead
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William Shatner steered 

the Enterprise safely 

through turbulence 

in Star Trek.

“[Space] is obviously our last real 
frontier. The cliché is true.” 

—Philip Levens, executive producer 
and showrunner, Ascension  

Stargate SG-1 
and its spinoffs 
soared; Firefl y 

failed to lift off 
with viewers.
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The Star Wars franchise has had a 

long run in animation on television.

Peter Capaldi gets close to longtime Doctor Who nemesis the Daleks.

Battlestar Galactica took 
fl ight in 1978 on ABC and 

relaunched on Syfy in 2003.

The CW’s The 100

Sagan on 
Family Guy
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