
  TV networks could not have picked a bet-
ter year to start selling sponsorships of their 
Election Night coverage than 1948. That elec-

tion brought a victory for 
incumbent PRESI-
DENT HARRY 
TRUMAN over 
Republican THOMAS 
DEWEY by a razor-
thin margin. Broad-
casting (now B&C) 
noted that advertisers got “triple their money’s worth” as the 
returns went “on and on” without a decision.

   In 1952, a 1,900-lb. IBM machine dubbed a “mechanical 
brain” proved an advance over blackboard-and-notebook methods. 

   Debates in 1960 between Vice President RICHARD 
NIXON and Senator JOHN F. KENNEDY ushered 
in the modern media era. Unlike his ingratiating “Checkers” 
speech in 1952, TV hurt Nixon in ‘60 when he appeared nervous 
and sweating compared with Kennedy’s every-hair-in-place 
demeanor.

   In 1996, month-old Fox News Channel went
7 p.m. to 6 a.m. with coverage of the presidential election, with a 
few technical glitches early on that got ironed out. Network ratings 
overall were down, with ABC leading with “only” a 9.1 rating.

  The historically tight 2000 presidential con-
test exposed fl aws in hyper-competitive network 
news teams. They prematurely called Florida for 
AL GORE. When the hanging-chad state ulti-
mately swung the election to GEORGE 
W. BUSH, Congress frog-marched 
news chiefs to the Hill. Networks 
promised changes, including no 
longer projecting winners in 
states until polls closed. They 
also disbanded Voters News 

Service, the vote-counting consortium formed by ABC, CBS, NBC, Fox 
News Channel, CNN and the Associated Press that supplied the Gore call.

  CNN debuted its “magic wall” in 2008, using Perceptive Pixel technology it 
had discovered at a military trade show. Rivals soon emulated the look.

Broadcasters are all trying to marry 
their linear and online offerings. ABC this year 
is framing its 10-11 p.m. coverage as essentially a 
broadcast cut-in to online coverage. GEORGE 
STEPHANOPOULOS will anchor live, 
uninterrupted from 7 p.m. to 2 a.m., with live 
“simulcasts” of that coverage at 10 p.m. Eastern 
and Pacifi c. Live broadcast updates will recur 
hourly, starting at 7 p.m. Number-cruncher 
NATE SILVER of 
ESPN-owned FiveThir-

tyEight.com will live-blog and provide analysis, joining 
Stephanopoulos and the ABC news team—MARTHA 
RADDATZ, DAVID MUIR, JONATHAN LARK, 

DAN HARRIS, ALICIA MENENDEZ and a 
host of contributors.

CBS Evening News anchor SCOTT 
PELLEY and CBS This Morning cohost 
NORAH O’DONNELL will lead the network’s 
coverage with updates at 8 and 9 p.m., and an hour 
at 10. Joining them will be Face the Nation anchor 
BOB SCHIEFFER, CBS This Morning cohost 
CHARLIE ROSE and political director JOHN DICKERSON. 
The net will also provide real-time exit polling data. BILL WHITAKER 
from 60 Minutes will track the gubernatorial races, with NANCY 

CORDES handling congressional contests.

 NBC News will go live from 10-11 p.m. BRIAN WILLIAMS will 
anchor coverage featuring CHUCK TODD, ANDREA MITCHELL,TOM 
BROKAW, JOE SCARBOROUGH and TAMRON HALL, among

others. NBC will also break into regular programming with special report 
cut-ins throughout the evening.

Fox News Channel will provide continuous coverage, branded 
America’s Election HQ, starting at 6 p.m., coanchored by Special 
Report’s BRET BAIER and The Kelly File’s MEGYN KELLY. 
FoxNews.com will provide real-time data.

 CNN’s Election Night in America coverage begins
at 7 p.m. ET, with WOLF BLITZER and ANDERSON 
COOPER anchoring. CNN will employ more than two 
dozen reporters at polling stations and campaign headquar-
ters. The iconic “magic wall” will get what is being called

a “signifi cant upgrade.”

By John Eggerton

Midterm results on Nov. 4 could redraw the political map 
after races bring windfalls to networks and stations. Mistakes
can happen, but the night’s drama is always must-viewing.
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CNN’s John King used the “magic wall” to tally primary votes in 2012. 

Truman rallied to beat 

Dewey in a race that went 

late in ‘48.

Nixon fared better in his 

‘52 ‘Checkers’ speech than 

in ‘60.

Election Night 2000 was full of fl awed 

prognostications from the networks.

George Stephanopoulos 

will anchor ABC News’ live 

coverage of Election Night.
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