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The NAACP Image Awards, having 
now left the broadcast ranks, is set to air 
live on a past-winning cable network, TVOne, 
on Feb. 6. ANTHONY ANDERSON, 
whose ABC comedy Black-ish tied with 
Orange  Is the New Black for most com-
edy nods, will host the show for the second 
year in a row. ABC’s Shondaland-produced 
Scandal  leads the drama categories.

Being Mary Jane opens season 2 on 
Feb 3 for BET. “I’m excited for the 
social media to start popping and 

have that watercooler talk fl ourish,” Brookins 
tells B&C, citing the show’s second-screen strength. 
She credits the series’ popularity with a “relentless 
drive to show humanity.” BET Honors bookends the 
month, as the awards special is set to air its eighth 

installment on Feb. 23. 

BET has great expectations 
for the Feb. 16 premiere of its fi rst 
original scripted miniseries, The 
Book of Negroes. Based on a novel of 
the same name, it is a tale of slavery 

and the American Revolutionary 
War, with its main character eventually 

securing safe passage to Nova Scotia and her 
freedom. Brookins expects Book of Negroes will 

appeal to the network’s predominately female audience be-
cause “It’s a woman’s story and is a woman’s 
triumph. Secondly, it’s a beautifully told love 

story. And the third reason,” which 
specially targets the Black History 

Month spin, “is that it illuminates a little-known 
fact about our history.” 

Bounce TV, the fi rst African-American broadcast 
network, is focusing its Black History Month programming 

on Oscar-nominated historical dramas, airing fi lms including 
Malcolm X, The Color Purple and Ghosts of Mississippi.

 With roots going back to 1926, Black History 
Month was federally recognized 50 years later (occur-
ring in February, when both ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
and FREDERICK DOUGLASS were born). Televi-
sion networks began to use it as a programming wrap-
around in the late-’90s to showcase important moments 
and top stars in African-American history. By then, The 
NAACP Image Awards had already aired for several years 
on Fox via tape delay, then live during Black History 
Month for the fi rst time in 2008. Comedian DL HUGH-
LEY hosted the show, but Queen of Soul ARETHA 

FRANKLIN  reigned, winning the Van-
guard award and getting R-E-S-P-E-C-T for her groundbreaking work 

concerning racial issues. ABC’s Ugly Betty, HBO’s Life Sup-
port and African-American cable net TVOne all garnered gold. 

 The fi rst annual BET Honors premiered that same year, cel-
ebrating the achievements of famous and lesser-known black 

luminaries, with CEDRIC THE ENTERTAINER act-
ing as emcee. CHARLIE JORDAN BROOKINS, 

BET senior VP of original programming, likens it to the 
annual Kennedy  Center Honors, telling B&C it “came from 
a desire to celebrate those who may have their quiet 
victories, publicly  and in a big way.” Initial honorees included 
TYRA BANKS—then host of her own talk show—and former Time 

Warner CEO RICHARD PARSONS . 

 In 2012, PBS debuted the documentary More 
Than a Month, which, though it ran as a part of the 
public broadcaster’s Black History Month programming, 
chronicled director SHUKREE TILGHMAN’s cross-
country trip campaigning to do away with the month-long 
observance. Tilghman was pushing to remove the holiday 

from the shortest month of the year and include it 
in the greater scheme of American history. 

 On Feb. 25, 2014, BET aired back-to-back 
episodes to close out season 1 of its fi rst original scripted drama, Being Mary 
Jane, starring GABRIELLE UNION and created by The Game’s MARA 
BROCK AKIL. The episodes took the No. 1 and No. 2 spots in cable ratings 
that night and inspired 210,000 tweets (a 179% increase from the previous week).

African-American networks will air tales of heritage, honors 
and drama—including season 2 of BET’s Being Mary Jane—
in their Black History Month programming.
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ABC’s Black-ish (top) is 
leading Image Awards 
comedy nominations, 
while the net’s Scandal 
tops drama nods.

     Press       Play
If you would like to see a subject
 in FF/RWD, send your idea to 
bncletters@nbmedia.com with 

FF/RWD in the subject.  

Malcolm X

BET’s Being Mary Jane, starring Lisa Vidal (left) and Gabrielle 
Union, is scheduled to premiere its second season on Feb. 3.

Director Shukree Tilghman’s More 

Than a Month aired on PBS in 2012.
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