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Television screens are filling up faster than a speeding bullet with 
superhero fare, but TV has a long history with crime fighters in tights.
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The broadcast network upfront presentations in May 

teemed with comic book franchises slated for fall and 
midseason. Along with The Flash, The CW also plans 
iZombie (DC Comics); Fox has Gotham (DC Comics); 
NBC is rolling out Constantine (DC Comics’ Hellblazer 
series). ABC, which bet big on Marvel’s Agents of 

S.H.I.E.L.D., will bring it back in the fall and 
debut Marvel’s Agent Carter, a Captain 

America spinoff. Other returning comic 
book-driven series include The CW’s 
Arrow (which plans some creative 
crossover with The Flash) and AMC’s monster, The Walking Dead.

Netflix is taking comic mania into the streaming world. 
The company sealed a deal with Marvel last year to produce four 

live-action series based on Marvel characters Daredevil, Jessica 
Jones, Iron Fist and Luke Cage. The series will culminate in miniseries 
The Defenders, based on the Marvel superhero team.

JEPH LOEB, head of Marvel Televi-
sion, spoke with B&C about the “street-level 

heroes” of the Netflix series. “They‘re 
there to protect the neighborhood,” 

he said. “They’re there in a world, 
which is essentially Hell’s Kitchen. 
So what we’re telling are 
crime drama 

stories. These 
aren’t going to be 

stories where there 
are lots of supervillains and 

people running around in 
costumes.…We’ll be less 
beholden to the world 
of special effects and 
much more beholden to the streets of New York.”

Publishers besides DC and Marvel are exploring TV adaptations. 
IDW Publishing launched a television division last October and recently 
announced a coproduction deal with eOne Television for V-Wars.

AMC has plans to bolster its comic book slate, announcing this spring 
the developing project Preacher. SETH ROGEN and EVAN 
GOLDBERG are on board as writers and executive producers. 
The network, logically enough, is also developing a companion series to 

The Walking Dead.

 Few characters can approach Superman’s 
TV lineage. The Adventures of Superman starred 
GEORGE REEVES as the titular hero in the 1950s. 
Superboy in the 1980s and Lois & Clark: The New 
Adventures of Superman in the 1990s followed. TOM 
WELLING snared the role of Clark Kent in Smallville 
in the 2000s, showing his lead-up to the cape and tights 

over 10 seasons.

 The Caped Crusader first stepped out in 
the camp classic Batman in the 1960s. Shot in bright 
colors, the show starred ADAM WEST as Batman 
and BURT WARD as Robin, the Boy 
Wonder. The series’ droll humor and 
superimposed action bubbles (Pow!) 
stand in stark contrast to the gritty 
adaptations of today.

 Donning indestructible 
bracelets and wielding 

the lasso of truth, Wonder Woman (played
by LYNDA CARTER) stalked TV screens
in the mid-to-late-1970s. 

 The Incredible Hulk featured BILL 
BIXBY as Dr. David Banner, a scientist 

with a dark side, and green-
painted body builder 

LOU FERRIGNO as his 
rage-induced alter ego. The 

second Marvel live-action 
series (following the short-
lived Amazing Spider-Man), 
Hulk lasted five seasons and 

spawned three TV movies.

 Airing only one season on CBS 
in 1990-91, The Flash starred JOHN 

WESLEY SHIPP as Barry Allen. Shipp 
will play Allen’s father in the upcoming revival on The CW. 
“We have really great respect and love for that 
show,” GEOFF JOHNS, chief creative officer of DC En-
tertainment and cowriter of the Flash pilot, told B&C about the 
original version. “They did an amazing job on it. Hopefully this 
[new] one will be as fondly remembered as that one someday.”

George Reeves 
soared as TV’s 

first Superman.

West as Batman (left) and 
Ward as Robin kept an array 

of kooky crooks in check. 

Lou Ferrigno powered 
The Incredile Hulk.

Lynda Carter rocked a patriotic ‘70s jumpsuit on Wonder Woman.
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The Walking Dead

Fox’s upcoming 
Gotham (above) 
was inspired by 
Batman; ABC’s new 
Agent Carter is a 
Captain America 
spinoff.

The CW has slated three 
comic book-inspired series 

next season, including The 
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