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Though its fi nal season aired on Tuesdays, 
Parks & Rec joined The Offi ce and 30 Rock on 
NBC’s Thursday comedy block for much of its run 
and is the last of what many critics describe as the 
network’s “smart” comedies. In the face of sagging 
ratings, NBC has since turned Thursday into an all-
drama lineup, headlined by The Blacklist. 

Parks has served 
as an important comedy 
launch pad. Poehler, a 
Saturday Night Live 

alum, is executive producer of NBC’s Welcome 
to Sweden and Comedy Central’s Broad 

City. She also cohosted the Golden 
Globes with TINA FEY for the past 
three years. 

Schur will stay busy post-Parks. He cocreated Fox’s Brooklyn
Nine-Nine, which is in the midst of its second season and has been 

greenlighted for a third. Other Parks cast members, including AZIZ 
ANSARI, NICK OFFERMAN, AUBREY PLAZA and 

RASHIDA JONES, have also gotten valuable exposure.

The biggest leap among show regulars, though, belongs 
to CHRIS PRATT. After playing the lovable but dimwitted 
Andy Dwyer, he hit the gym and anchored Marvel’s summer 
2014 top grosser, Guardians of the Galaxy. Pratt will star in 
Jurassic World this summer, and he is widely considered the top 
candidate to be the next Indiana Jones.

At TCA winter press tour, Parks cast member RETTA, popular on 
social media for her frequent live-tweeting of HBO’s Girls and ABC’s Scan-
dal, said she hears constantly that the show has boosted municipal self-esteem. 

 BEN SILVERMAN, during his time as co-
chairman of NBC Entertainment, wanted to 
replicate the success of the network’s adaptation 
of British sitcom The Offi ce (a show he 
also produced). Silverman tasked Offi ce 
showrunner GREG DANIELS to cre-
ate a new series that could air alongside 

it in NBC’s “Must-See” Thurs-
day-night comedy block.

 Cocreator MICHAEL SCHUR 
(a writer on The Offi ce) says Silver-
man’s idea never got very far. “That’s what everybody was expecting, but 

we never went too far down that road,” Schur told B&C. “It was never 
really that close to being a spinoff.” Even so, Parks & Rec shared 
similarities with The Offi ce, most notably the workplace setting 
and speak-to-camera aesthetic.

 The series didn’t have a large audience, never averaging more than 6 million 
viewers in a season. But it became a cult favorite and critics’ darling during its run. 
Because Parks & Rec faced cancellation every season, the writing staff 
had potential series fi nales written every year.

 The abbreviated fi rst season was poorly received. 
AMY POEHLER’s Leslie Knope was widely viewed as a 
female knockoff of STEVE CARELL’s Offi ce character, 
Michael Scott. The series went through a creative overhaul 
in its second season, most notably with Knope, who became 
less buffoonish, and current events popu-
lated story lines. ADAM SCOTT and 
ROB LOWE joined the cast in major 
roles, and PAUL SCHNEIDER left 
after season 2 concluded. 

 Numerous political fi gures have guest-
ed on the show, including Vice President 
JOE BIDEN, JOHN MCCAIN, for-
mer Secretary of State MADELEINE
ALBRIGHT and MICHELLE OBAMA.

NBC’s wind-down of its local-government mockumentary will put 
to bed the fi nal remnant of NBC’s vaunted Thursday-night lineup. But 
for the cast and producers, their seven-year stay in Pawnee is only the beginning.

Parks & Recreation: 
‘Must-See’ You Later
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If you would like to see a subject
 in FF/RWD, send your idea to 
bncletters@nbmedia.com with 

FF/RWD in the subject. 

Mike Schur 
as Moses Schrute

on The Offi ce.

Tina Fey (left) and Parks

vet Amy Poehler anchored 

SNL’s Weekend Update.

(Above) Rob Lowe 
(left) and Adam 
Scott joined the 
Parks and Rec 
crew in season 2; 
(left) First Lady 
Michelle Obama 
appeared as 
herself in the 
season 6 fi nale.

Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine

For a full Q&A with Parks & Rec cocreator Michael Schur and for an obit on exec producer Harris Wittels, who died last week, go to broadcastingcable.com/Feb23.

(From left) Retta, Adam Scott, Amy Poehler, Aubrey Plaza, Chris 
Pratt and Nick Offerman during Parks and Recreation’s fi nal season.

Chris Pratt inJurassic World.

“People who work in the parks depart-
ments and local government, they [now] 
think they are f---ing cool as sh--.” 

—Retta
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