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THEY SAID IT!
“Charlie’s show 
[Anger Management] 
has been solid, but 
the other two not 
particularly solid. 
And nothing has been 
really a juggernaut. 
To tell you the truth, I 
look at this as prob-
ably an experiment 
we won’t continue 
in the long run.”

—FX Networks CEO 
John Landgraf 
during last week’s 
Bank of America 
Merrill Lynch Media, 

Communications and Entertain-
ment Conference in Beverly Hills, 
Calif., explaining that his network 
would likely not continue acquir-
ing shows under the “10/90” model 
from Debmar-Mercury.

“I just felt with all the 
uncertainties in the 
world, I didn’t want 
to be carrying that 
degree of debt.”

—21st Century Fox 
chairman and CEO 
Rupert Murdoch, 
speaking on Fox 
Business Channel 

about why he abandoned his 
pursuit of Time Warner.

VIEIRA SHARES HER OWN EXPERIENCE WITH DOMESTIC ABUSE
ON SEPT. 17, in light of the ongoing domestic abuse scandal rocking the NFL, Meredith 
Vieira revealed her own experience with abuse at the hands of an ex-boyfriend on her 
new syndicated talk show. 

Vieira told viewers about a situation in which her ex would pour scalding water on her 
while she was naked in the shower and lock her out of their apartment until he came cry-

ing to claim her. She ultimately got a new job in a different city and ended the relation-
ship, but Vieira said she understands why women in that situation sometimes stay.

“I’m a smart woman. A lot of people say, ‘Well, who would stay in that sit-
uation?’ Somebody who doesn’t have the wherewithal to get out, the means 
to get out. I had that,” she said. “Part of it was fear. I was scared of him and 
scared if I tried to leave something worse could happen to me. Part of it was 
guilt, because every time we would have a fight he would then start crying 
and say, ‘I promise I won’t do it again’ and I would feel like maybe I con-
tributed somehow to this.”

During the program, Vieira encouraged more advocacy and understanding around the issue.
“We all have to accept the fact that it’s not just an issue with the NFL, it’s an issue with all of our lives,” 

she said. “Until we take it seriously, more and more women are going to get abused.” –Paige Albiniak

WARNER WATCH 
CONTINUES
The sprawling TV operations 
of Time Warner, including 
Warner Bros. Television and 
Turner Broadcasting, are 
entering the fall in belt-
tightening mode. The exact 
number of layoffs remains 
unclear, but in the weeks 
since Warner Bros. Enter-
tainment chairman and CEO 
Kevin Tsujihara’s memo to 
employees confirming the 
reductions, speculation is 
growing. Sept. 16 was the 
deadline for Turner employ-
ees offered buyouts to either 
accept or face potential 
layoffs, though company 
insiders told B&C it was still 
too early to know who or 
how many will exit. Reports 
last week also projected 
that up to 1,000 of Warner 
Bros. Entertainment’s total 
of 9,000 workers could be 
let go; the home entertain-
ment and film divisions are 
considered to be the most 
vulnerable. —Dade Hayes

Vieira

launchPAD: 
Amazon Fire HD and Fire HDX
UNVEILED:  
Sept. 17

AVAILABLE TO 
MARKET: Currently 
available for pre-order, 
with tablets starting to 
ship in October.  Prices 
start at $99 for the 
6-inch Fire HD, $139 
for the 7-inch Fire HD, 
$379 for the Fire HDX 
8.9 and $479 for the 
4G version.

PRODUCT STRATEGY: 
Amazon aims at all segments of the market with two new Kindles 
and four tablets, ranging from the 6-inch Fire HD (billed as “most 
powerful tablet for under $100”) and higher-end Fire HDX (touted 
as lighter and offering better features than the iPad Air).

PLUSES: Lower-cost Fire HD tablets have impressive quad core 
1.5GHz processors and Gorilla Glass displays; higher-end Fire HDX 
is 20% lighter than iPad Air; HDX has quad-core 2.5GHz proces-
sor for much faster graphics and is first tablet with Dolby Atmos 
for much more immersive audio; bulked up to more than 300,000 
apps and 32 million movies, TV shows, books, songs and other 
content; new operating system Fire OS 4 “Sangria” enables many 
new features and applications.

MINUSES: Although they have unlimited cloud storage, Amazon 
tablets don’t have micoSD slots to expand storage, unusual for 
higher-end Android tablets. With only 1.9% of the global tablet 
market in the first quarter of 2014 according to IDC, Amazon 
continues to face stiff competition from Apple (32.5% market 
share) and Samsung (22.3%) as well as Chinese manufacturers 
that are seeing the most rapid growth with their low-cost Android 
tablets. –George Winslow

STAT OF 
THE WEEK
$1 MILLION
Approximate price 
tag for AMC’s “Brawn 
and Brains” advertis-
ing package that it is 
selling to media buy-
ers, which includes a 
30-second spot for the 
Mad Men series finale 
next spring and a spot 
on The Walking Dead.

John Martin, 
CEO of Turner
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