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THEY SAID IT!
“This was a bungled 
attempt by me to 
thank one special 
veteran and by
extension our brave 
military men and 
women, veterans 
everywhere, those 
who have served while 
I did not. I hope they 
know they have my 
greatest respect and 
also now my apology.”

—NBC Nightly News 
anchor Brian Williams 
during the Feb. 4 
broadcast, admitting 
that he inaccurately 

recalled a story from the Iraq War 
in which he claimed he was on 
a helicopter shot at by ground 
fi re. NBC News president Deborah 
Turness has launched an internal 
investigation into the matter.

“It will result in a 
backward-looking new 
regulatory regime, 
ill-suited for the
dynamic Internet, with 
far-reaching and trou-
bling consequences.”

—Michael Powell,
NCTA president and 
former FCC chairman, 
reacting to current 
FCC chief Tom 

Wheeler’s announcement that 
he is proposing to reclassify
Internet access under Title II 
common-carrier regulations.  

“The proposed update 
to net neutrality rules 
is a triumph for the 
American consumer. 
“The American people 
asked for the stron-
gest possible rules 
to ensure a free and 
open Internet, and 

chairman 
Wheeler has 
heard their 
voices.”

—Rep. Anna Eshoo (D-Calif.), 
supporting Wheeler’s plans
on Title II. 

NO ‘SUPER’ BUMP FOR SHOWS 
THAT FOLLOWED THE BIG GAME
AHEAD OF ITS high-profi le move to Thursday, NBC handed The Blacklist 
the plum post-Super Bowl time slot in hopes of driving new viewers to the 
sophomore drama. But established shows usually don’t enjoy a lasting 
bump from the Big Game.*

*Lead-out programs for Super Bowl XLIV and XLVI not included because 
they were season premieres. All ratings are live-plus-same-day among 
adults 18-49, from Nielsen.
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APPLE TV: STILL WAITING
THE LONG-RUNNING RUMOR mill about Apple getting into the TV 
business has once again heated up, with Re/code reporting that the se-

cretive tech giant is demoing an over-the-top (OTT) service.
 Re/code’s anonymous sources stressed that key issues like pricing 

and launch date were still unclear. But during Apple’s recent earn-
ings call, CEO Tim Cook reiterated the company’s interest in the TV 

industry, noting they have sold 25 million units of Apple TV, the $99 
streaming media device. “It’s something that we continue to look at and 

work on and fi nd a way that we can make even a greater contribution than 
what we’re doing,” Cook said.
 It’s been almost three years since Apple TV was last updated in March 2012, 

indicating that the streaming device is long overdue for a refresh. Over the last 
two years, Apple has also been adding TV Everywhere apps from such major pro-
grammers as ESPN, Disney, Fox, A&E, HBO, Showtime and others. Building on 

those alliances, a new version of Apple TV could provide an opportune time for the launch of an over-the-top 
service with a bundle of channels similar to what Dish has launched with Sling TV and Sony is beta testing.

 Programmers certainly seem more interested in such deals as a way of reaching OTT-only homes, which 
Magna Global projects will hit 15.9 million in 2018. And the installed base of Apple TVs would help the com-
pany launch an OTT service, much as Sony is using its game consoles to develop its subscription TV package.

 But reports about Apple’s soon-to-be-unveiled plans to revolutionize the TV business have been circulating 
since at least 2009, according to Macrumors.com. Even if the current reports prove true, the fi ve-year delay would 
indicate that creating the right technology and business models remains extremely challenging. —George Winslow

STATOFTHEWEEK
25% Percentage of multi-
platform viewers who do not 
currently have or have never had 
multichannel service who are likely 
to start subscribing to one, accord-
ing to a survey of more than 2,000 
multiplatform viewers by Horowitz 
Research. Horowitz defi ned those viewers as watching at least 
an hour of TV content a day and spending more than 20% of 
their viewing time streaming.

Apple TV has not been updated in nearly 
three years, which could mean the com-
pany is working on a new OTT service.

FATES & FORTUNES 
PASCAL STEPS DOWN AS SONY 
CHAIRMAN; STAGGS GETS INSIDE 
TRACK AS IGER’S SUCCESSOR
AMY PASCAL 
will step down in 
May as cochair-
man of Sony 
Pictures Enter-
tainment and 
chairman of SPE 
Motion Picture 
Group. The move 
comes in the 
wake of the com-
puter hack per-
petrated against 
Sony ahead of the premiere of the 
feature fi lm The Interview. Pascal 
will launch an independent pro-
duction venture based at Sony.

Also last week, Walt Disney Co. 
named Thomas Staggs as COO, 
setting him up as the heir appar-
ent to CEO Bob Iger. Staggs has 
been with Disney for 25 years and 
is chairman of Walt Disney Parks 
and Resorts. —Daniel Holloway 
and Jon Lafayette

Pascal

Staggs

NBC’s The Blacklist

 PRE-SUPER BOWL SUPER BOWL POST-SUPER BOWL
SUPER BOWL/SHOW EPISODE EPISODE EPISODE
SB XLIX/The Blacklist (NBC) ...............2.5 ............................8.4 ................................. 2.4
SB XLVIII/New Girl (Fox) ........................1.9 ............................11.4 .................................. 1.6
SB XLVII/Elementary (CBS) .................2.2 .............................7.8 ................................. 2.2
SB XLV/Glee (Fox) .................................. 4.4 ............................. 11.1 ................................. 4.6
SB XLIII/The Offi ce (NBC) ................... 4.6 ...........................10.6 ................................. 4.3

FOR A FULL REPORT ON
WHEELER’S TITLE II PLANS,
SEE ‘WASHINGTON’ ON PAGE 25.
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