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THEY SAID IT!

“If this is your fi rst 
time tuning into The 
Colbert Report, I have 
some terrible news.”

—Stephen Colbert, during the
opening of the Dec. 18 series 
fi nale of his Comedy Central
show, The Colbert Report.

“I celebrated the 
format. I loved the for-
mat. I do actually love 
what it became to me. 
But it’s constrictive.…
It has a limit, which 
ultimately I thought, 
‘Well, I’m done. I think 
I’ve reached all the 
corners of this box.’”

—Craig Ferguson, during the Paley 
Center for Media’s “We Bid Adieu 
to The Late Late Show With Craig 
Ferguson” event on Dec. 15 in 
Beverly Hills, Calif. Ferguson’s fi nal 
Late Late Show aired Dec. 19.

TV TALENT WORRIES ABOUT 
SONY ‘CHILLING EFFECT’
HOLLYWOOD’S CREATIVE community has 
been unabashed in its disapproval of Sony Pic-
tures Entertainment’s decision Dec. 17 to shelve 
feature fi lm The Interview.

“I believe caving was terrible,” Madeleine 
Smithberg, cocreator of Comedy Central’s
The Daily Show, told B&C. “You don’t negotiate 
with terrorists.”

The Interview is believed to have prompted 
an attack in November against Sony’s computers 
and subsequent threats against theaters and Sony 
staffers by hackers reportedly linked to the North 
Korean government, which is lampooned in the fi lm. But in scuttling the release, Sony has become a target 
for creative talent frustrated by the studio’s decision to essentially lock the work of creative partners includ-
ing Interview codirectors Seth Rogen and Evan Goldberg in a vault.

“I do think it will have a chilling effect,” said Will Scheffer, cocreator of HBO’s Big Love and Getting On. 
“I think that if companies that are not as used to making controversial material as HBO are too cautious, 
they’re going to wind up hurting themselves.”

Smithberg noted that divisions between the TV and fi lm industries may insulate television creators from 
the full force of The Interview’s impact. But, she said, “it adds another fi lter for people to say no through, 
and that is not a good thing for creativity in general. There are already so many fi lters that are applied to 
everything that is considered for production.” —Daniel Holloway

STAT OF THE WEEK
100%
Increase for CBS’ Elementary from live-
plus-same-day to live-plus-seven delivery 
in the adults 18-49 demo. Through Nov. 30, 
Nielsen said the CBS drama increased from 
a 1.1 to a 2.2 rating, the largest percentage 
increase in broadcast primetime.

Blitzer

“To paraphrase
@Meghan_Trainor it’s 
all ‘bout that (GOP) 
base, ‘bout that base 
for @JebBush” @wolfblitzer, 
CNN’s Wolf Blitzer, on Bush’s Dec. 16 
announcement that he will “actively 
explore” a presidential run in 2016.

CBS, PELLEY QUICKLY MAKE WAY TO CUBA 
FOLLOWING HISTORIC ANNOUNCEMENT
IN THE MIDST of the cyberattack on Sony that has 
rocked both the studio and Hollywood, there was an-
other newsworthy development last week, as Presi-
dent Obama signaled that he 
would attempt to re-establish 
diplomatic relations with Cuba 
for the fi rst time in 50 years.

While many newscasts led 
with the Sony hack attack, CBS 
News—long championing itself 
as more of a hard-news outlet 
compared to its entertainment 
and pop culture-infused rivals—
began the Dec. 17 Evening News (the day the news 
broke) broadcast with anchor Scott Pelley reporting 
live on the scene in Havana. Pelley was the only net-
work anchor in Cuba.

On the scene, Pelley was able to share the senti-
ment of the locals, which appears to be near univer-
sal acclaim.

“Almost no one is talking about anything else oth-
er than today’s diplomatic breakthrough,” Pelley said 
during the broadcast. “There have been celebrations 
in streets, swarms of motorcycle riders honking their 
horns, children parading in the streets. This is seen al-
most universally as very good news.” —Tim Baysinger

Sony Pictures Entertainment’s decision to cancel the Christmas Day 
release of The Interview has drawn widespread criticism in Hollywood. 

Pelley
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