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THEY SAID IT!
“Hey, Bill Cosby—pull 
your damn pants up.”

—Saturday Night Live 
Weekend Update 
anchor Michael Che 
during the Nov. 22 
episode, on the 

numerous sexual assault accusa-
tions levied against Bill Cosby. In 
recent weeks, Netfl ix postponed 
the release of a Cosby comedy 
special, NBC scrapped a planned 
sitcom and TV Land pulled repeats 
of The Cosby Show.MEDIA BECOMES PART 

OF FERGUSON STORY
THE MEDIA took some hits on the night of Nov. 24, 
both from tear gas canisters fi red at protestors in
Ferguson, Mo., and from President Barack Obama.

The president, in a speech addressing the grand jury’s 
decision not to indict Ferguson police offi cer Darren
Wilson in the killing of Michael Brown, said that there 
would be some “negative reaction” to the decision, 
which would make for “good TV.”

Obama added that the media has the responsibility to 
focus on civil rights leaders, parents and law enforcement 
looking for long-term solutions.

On ABC, Obama’s remarks pre-empted the reveal 
on the East Coast of who got eliminated on Dancing 
With the Stars, which aired the fi rst of its two-night 
season fi nale. One ABC affi liate, WTVC in Chattanooga, 
Tenn., came under fi re for sending out an ill-advised 
tweet (which was later deleted) attempting to reassure 
viewers: “Don’t worry, Dancing with the Stars will 
be back on after the special report. #Ferguson” 
—@newschannelnine

Earlier in the evening, St. Louis County prosecutor 
Robert McCulloch also took digs at the media, saying in 
his announcement of the decision not to indict that one of 
the biggest challenges had been the 24-hour news cycle, 
followed by nonstop rumors on social media. —B&C staff

For more, including how CNN found itself in the middle 
of the protests following the announcement, 

go to broadcastingcable.com/Dec1.

Despite McCulloch’s dig at social media, reaction 
on those platforms came swiftly after the news:

Some things in life are sad, but not surprising. 
#FergusonDecision

—@TheOrlandoJones, Fox’s Sleepy Hollow 
cast member Orlando Jones

I’m heartbroken over the news of no indictment in 
Ferguson. Let’s all pray for peace.

—@Pharrell, musician Pharrell Williams (NBC’s The Voice)

Watching in my hometown thinking of the Browns 
and hoping the community here respects their 
son’s memory with peace. #PeaceInFerguson

—@Andy, Bravo’s Andy Cohen

PROMO BUZZ DOESN’T TRANSLATE
TO RATINGS GROWTH FOR ‘FALL FINALES’
As holiday season approaches, the broadcast networks prepare to shelve their regular 
fall programming for a slew of repeats, holiday specials—and NBC’s Peter Pan Live!. 
For some of the buzzier dramas this season, nets have heavily promoted their “fall 
fi nales”—a.k.a. the last all-new episodes to air before a long yuletide lull. The goal is 
attracting a larger live-plus-same-day tune-in, hoping the cliffhanger endings will give 
viewers a sense of urgency. But a sampling of recent examples shows the strategy 
has not always worked. —Tim Baysinger

 PREMIERE SEASON FALL FINALE 
SHOW RATING (18-49) AVERAGE (18-49) RATING (18-49)
Grey’s Anatomy (ABC) ................... 3.1...........................2.5 .................................2.4
Scandal (ABC) .................................3.8...........................3.2 ...................................3.1
How to Get Away… (ABC) ..............3.9...........................3.0 ...................................3.1
Gotham (Fox) ...................................3.2...........................2.5 ................................. 2.3
The Blacklist (NBC) ........................3.5........................... 2.7 ................................. 2.5

All are Nielsen nationals live-plus-same-day adults 18-49 demo ratings; Gotham and How to Get Away 
With Murder were series premieres, not season premieres.
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‘FAMILY’ DOCTOR MEASURES 
CENTURY OF TV PROGRESS

In a world where memoirs are rou-
tinely written by people barely out 
of short pants, Norman Lear has 
a ridiculous advantage. At 92, he 

has written Even This I Get to Experience, a book 
20-plus years in the making and nearly a century 
in the living.

Best known for his portfolio of medium-altering 
shows in the 1970s, including All in the Family, 
Maude and Good Times, Lear has had several other 
lives: working-class kid with Russian Jewish roots; 
World War II combat veteran; press agent; fi lm-
maker; and First Amendment activist.

Harvesting this 
bounty would seem 
easy, especially by the 
usual showbiz book 
rules—just pay an “as-
told-to” collaborator, 
lie back on the settee 
and tell a few self-ag-
grandizing anecdotes. 
But Lear’s book, which 
credits no one else, is 
consistently absorbing. 
Even casual fans will de-
vour the sections where 
he battles the CBS 
brass and tussles with 
cast members. And the 
connection between creativity and political convic-
tion gradually becomes clear. “For 20 years,” Lear 
writes, “TV comedy was telling us there was no 
hunger in America, we had no racial discrimination, 
there was no unemployment or infl ation, no war, no 
drugs….Tell me that expressed no point of view!”

Apart from some inevitable showbiz navel-gaz-
ing, Even This is an essential glimpse into the mind 
of a TV iconoclast. Long may he kvell. —Dade Hayes

BOOKMOBILE

STAT OF 
THE WEEK
$37.1 
BILLION
Approximate amount 
of provisional winning bids 
following Round 33 of the 
AWS-3 auction, which is 
more than double the
next-largest FCC auction, 
the 700 MHz auction 
in 2008 at $18.9 billion.
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