
B&C EVENTS: SPEAKER SPOTLIGHT

‘AFV’ CREATOR 
DI BONA JOINS NYC 
TV WEEK ROSTER
America’s Funniest Home 
Videos producer and creator 
Vin Di Bona is set to keynote 
Next TV Summit New York 
on Nov. 12. Di Bona, CEO of 
Vin Di Bona Productions and 
chairman of FishBowl World-
wide Media, will kick off 
the event in a Q&A session 
moderated by Broadcasting 
& Cable contributing editor 
Paige Albiniak. The conver-
sation is part of NYC Televi-
sion Week, a two-day confer-
ence Nov. 12-13 presented by 
B&C parent company 
NewBay Media.

—Jessika Walsten

For more information about 
the event and for tickets, 

go to NYCTelevisionWeek.com
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THEY SAID IT...
AT THE 2014 B&C
HALL OF FAME

“This is the last year 
of original Mad Men 
programs. Which 
means that if in the 
future we want to 
watch lying, scheming, 
hard-drinking adulter-
ers on television, we’ll 
have to watch Con-
gress on C-Span.”

—NBC Sports’ Bob 
Costas, cohost of 
the B&C Hall of Fame 
gala Oct. 20, intro-
ducing honoree Mad 

Men during the ceremony. This 
wasn’t the only moment of deft 
humor from Costas and his cohost 
Megyn Kelly of Fox News. For more, 
see page 26, and for complete 
coverage of the Hall of Fame go to 
broadcastingcable.com/Oct27.

NBCU’S BURKE SURPRISED
BY HBO, CBS OTT NEWS
NBCUNIVERSAL CEO STEVE BURKE said he was surprised 
that rivals HBO and CBS are jumping into the Internet TV busi-
ness. During Comcast’s earnings call on Oct. 23, Burke said he 
was surprised by CBS’ move “because they’ve been such a
defender of retransmission consent and the traditional ecosystem 
and been so successful in the broadcast business.”

As for HBO, “I think it’s going to be such a challenge for them 
not to cannibalize what is already a really, really good business,” 
Burke said. “That having been said, we’re so early on in the tran-
sition to more Internet television that I think you’re going to see a 
lot of surprising things, and it’s surprising to me that we’re making 
hundreds of millions of dollars from Hulu and Netfl ix and Ama-
zon, businesses that we didn’t even think about fi ve years ago.”

Earlier in the call, Comcast execs said they thought HBO and CBS’ moves are designed to strengthen their 
business within the current TV ecosystem, rather than trying to circumvent it. —Jon Lafayette

STAT OF 
THE WEEK
49.9%
Stake in cable channel 
BBC America that was 
acquired last week by 
AMC Networks from BBC 
Worldwide. AMC Net-
works paid $200 million 
and will gain operational 
control including affi liate 
and advertising sales. 
AMC Networks will man-
age BBCA as a stand-
alone channel within its 
portfolio that includes 
AMC, IFC, WE tv and 
SundanceTV.

AVENGERS 
TRAILER LEAK
The fi rst look at Marvel’s 
highly anticipated 2015 
fi lm The Avengers: Age 
of Ultron was set to de-
but during the Oct. 28
episode of ABC’s 
Marvel’s Agents of 
S.H.I.E.L.D. in hopes 
that fan fervor over all-
things-Avengers would 
goose the ratings for 
its sophomore drama, 
which has struggled so far this season.

But late Oct. 22 that plan was scrapped when the trailer for the 
Avengers sequel was leaked online. After attempting to pull the foot-
age, Marvel instead gave the fans what they wanted, releasing the of-
fi cial trailer themselves, nearly a week ahead of schedule.

Marvel seemed to take the leak in stride, however, posting to its 
Twitter account shortly after:

“Dammit, Hydra.“ —@Marvel
 —Tim Baysinger

Di Bona

NBCUniversal 
CEO Steve Burke: 

Expect more 
surprises.

“CONGRATS to @Lesdoggg 
on joining the cast of SNL 

Finally we have someone to play 
John Kerry.”@TheColinJost, Colin Jost, Saturday 

Night Live head writer and Weekend Update coanchor, on writer 
Leslie Jones being added to late-night sketch show’s cast.
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The Avengers: Age of Ultron

BBCA’s Orphan Black
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