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Community

THEY SAID IT!
“We certainly don’t 
feel we have to bulk 
up in content.”

—Steve Burke, CEO 
of NBCUniversal, 
during NBCU parent 
Comcast’s second- 
quarter earnings 

call, responding to the wave 
of programming consolidation 
sparked by 21st Century Fox’s bid 
for Time Warner.

“I’m not retiring. That 
was the thing that 
really got me, when 
I said I am done do-
ing this show, and 
everyone said on the 
Internet and stuff, ‘He 
has announced his 
retirement,’ and I was 
like, ‘No I didn’t! I just 
said I wasn’t going to 
be doing this show!’”

—Craig Ferguson,  
on Larry King’s 
ora.tv show, Larry 
King Now, about his 
impending exit from 

CBS’ The Late Late Show.

SANS CONTEXT:

1. “I want a bar mitzvah.” —Paul Lee, President, ABC Entertainment Group

2. “You know what, let’s make this one less excellent.” 
—CBS Entertainment chairman Nina Tassler

3. “You see three white people up here…I’m really proud of that.”
 —NBC Entertainment chairman Bob Greenblatt

WITH CONTEXT:

1. “I’m not going to sit here as a network and say as one Jew to another,  
‘I want a bar mitzvah.’” —Lee on The Goldbergs creator Adam Goldberg not explicitly 

identifying the title family as Jewish.

2. “I think we always strive for excellence across the board. At no point do we 
say, ‘You know what, let’s make this one less excellent.’”—Tassler on excellence

3. “Aside from the fact that you see three white people up here, when you go to the next 
level of our executives, it is a varied mix of diversities. I’m really proud of that.” —Greenblatt,

on diversity —Daniel Holloway 

STAT OF THE WEEK
23%  Percentage of U.S. households that use
live television as their method to binge-watch (defined 
as three or more episodes of the same show in a 
single day via marathons/roadblocks) during the 
first quarter of this year, ahead of on-demand 
and DVD/Blu-ray. – According to Centris National Tracking Study.

NEWS AND NOTES FROM COMIC-CON
Television made its presence felt at Comic-Con last 
week, with some 90-plus shows making their way 
to San Diego as networks and studios looked to 
create buzz for the upcoming months ahead. Here 
are some highlights from the first few days (as re-
ported by various media outlets).

“We’re still talking about the movie. It’s still 
potentially out there.” —24 executive producer 
Jon Cassar, about a feature film based on the series.

“With Season 6 of Community, you’ll be 
watching it the way you always watched 
it, only this time it’s legal.”—Community 
creator Dan Harmon, on the show’s upcom-
ing season 6 on Yahoo.

“We shot everything we need for the pilot and 
now we are relocating to Albuquerque but also 
scouting locations internationally that will be our 
new Jerusalem. We are committed not to give up 
based on what happened.”—Dig executive pro-
ducer Gideon Raff, on relocating in the wake 
of turmoil in Gaza. —Tim Baysinger

FUN WITH WORDS
Two days after FX Networks and FX Productions CEO John Landgraf fielded 
questions during his Television Critics Association summer press tour executive 
session July 21, FX released a statement clarifying his comments about HBO’s 
True Detective. After praising the show and its creator, Nic Pizzolatto, Landgraf 
said, “Nic is going to have to prove he can write something truly great every 
single year.” Multiple media outlets left “every single year” off the quote, imply-
ing that Landgraf believed Pizzolatto has yet to write “something truly great.”

This got us thinking about what else was said at press tour that, with a little 
trim, could be made a lot more exciting.

“There have been 
numerous stories 

with NBC News sources 
saying that Mika and I have 

been ‘aggressively angling’ 
for MTP. That is false.”@JoeNBC, 

Joe Scarborough, cohost of MSNBC’s Morning Joe, 
refuting reports that he and cohost Mika Brzezinski have pushed 
to replace Meet the Press host David Gregory. Multiple reports 
have stated that Gregory could be on his way out.
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San Diego mayor Kevin 
Faulconer zips across the 
Gotham Interactive Fun 
Zone at Bayfront Park 
to kick off Comic-Con.
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