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STAT OF THE WEEK
64%  Percentage of viewers who prefer to watch their favorite shows in the group setting 
(i.e. family and friends), according to a survey conducted by YouGov for BroadStream Solutions.

NANU NANU, MORK
BEFORE HE WAS JOHN KEATING, Mrs. Doubtfire or Peter Pan, 
Robin Williams first grabbed viewers’ hearts on the small screen 
as an alien named Mork.

Williams took his own life last week at the age of 63. His wife 
Susan Schneider said he was struggling with the early stages of 
Parkinson’s disease, which he never disclosed publicly, as well as 
depression. He had not succumbed to drug or alcohol addiction, 
she affirmed, though he battled those issues for decades.

Following a stint as a writer for the short-lived Richard Pryor 
Show, Williams appeared on an episode of Happy Days as Mork, 
who attempted to take Ron Howard’s Richie Cunningham back to 
his home planet of Ork. The character was so well received that 
ABC spun it off into its own show Mork & Mindy, which ran from 
1978-82, earning Williams his first Emmy nomination.

As Williams’ film career began to take off in the 1980s, he still maintained a presence on TV, per-
forming in stand-up specials—including his iconic An Evening at the Met in 1986—and variety spe-
cials including Carol, Carl, Whoopi and Robin in 1987 and ABC Presents: A Royal Gala in 1988, for 
which he won Emmys, and Comic Relief on HBO with cohosts Billy Crystal and Whoopi Goldberg.

Williams holds the distinction of being one of Johnny Carson’s final two guests on The Tonight Show 
and made guest appearances in many notable TV series over the years including Homicide: Life on 
the Street—which earned Williams another Emmy nomination—and a famous surprise cameo with 
Crystal  in an episode of Friends. More recently, he played himself in an episode of Louie in 2012 be-
fore attempting a full-scale TV comeback, heading CBS comedy The Crazy Ones, which had a strong 
early run in its only season before fading into cancellation.

That Homicide guest spot had a profound impact on three writers from the NBC drama, most nota-
bly David Simon, who took to his personal website to argue that without Williams, neither he nor fel-
low writers Jim Yoshimura and David Mills would still be in the business.

“All of our lives turned because a very rare and talented man came to Baltimore for a week and a 
half to film a television episode.”—Tim Baysinger

For more industry reaction on how Williams’ struggle with depression and addiction  
and his pan-generational appeal propelled days of intense media coverage, go to broadcastingcable.com/Aug18.

ST. LOUIS SUBURB 
IS NATIONAL MEDIA 
FLASHPOINT
Few breaking news events in the 
U.S. in recent memory have been 
as complex as the one still unfold-
ing in the 70% African-American  
St. Louis suburb of Ferguson, Mo. 
Protesters and media covering the 
story—unrest and protest in the 
wake of the Aug. 9 shooting death 
of unarmed teen Michael Brown—
have repeatedly clashed with local 
police. Reporters from The Wash-
ington Post and Huffington Post 
were arrested, and crews from 
Al Jazeera America and KSDK -
TV were tear-gassed and bean-
bagged. As President Obama 
appealed for peace and Missouri 
Gov. Jay Nixon ordered state 
troopers to relieve Ferguson po-
lice on the streets, tensions eased 
noticeably.

Not so on social media, however , 
where the soul of the story 
remains . Vivid pieces of video  have 
circulated there, with hashtags 
#Ferguson, #MichaelBrown and 
#HandsUpDontShoot trending. 
Antonio French, an alderman in 
St. Louis, was arrested after days 
of videotaping the events and be-
coming one of many indepen-
dent sources viewers could turn to. 
While cable news nets—especially 
MSNBC—have seen ratings boosts 
from live coverage, in Ferguson, 
nothing is more live than Twitter. 

–Dade Hayes
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Williams

“I am  
named after 

a character 
from a Robin 

Williams TV 
show when my parents 

still lived in Africa. He meant 
so much, to so many, so far 
away.”@mindykaling, Mindy Kaling

“Robin Williams was like  
no other ..To watch him create 
on the spot was a privilege  
to behold.. Robin you are an 
angel now !!! REST IN PEACE” 
@hwinkler4real, Henry Winkler

Kaling

Al Jazeera America’s Ash-Har Quraishi  
is hit with police tear gas in Ferguson, Mo.

NEW NETWORK SCORECARD
Last August, the TV industry saw the introduction of 
three new national TV networks. With a year in the 
books, a look at how each network stacks up:

  HOPEFUL SIGN:  ONGOING CHALLENGES: 
PIVOT Creative Arts Emmy Not enough
August 1, 2013 win must-see programming

FOX SPORTS 1  More college football,  Still no strong identity 
August 17, 2013 MLB games  or defining talent, 
  low ratings for flagship 
  Fox Sports Live

AL JAZEERA  Ratings upticks Still lightly viewed; 
AMERICA from Current TV  Name and Qatari affiliation
August 20, 2013  
  —TB and DH
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