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DirecTV Stuffs GenieGO 
Back in the Bottle
DirecTV will soon put a stop to its support of GenieGO, a device that 
lets subscribers transfer or sideload shows and movies recorded 
to the DVR to a tablet, smartphone or PC for later playback. 

According to TV Predictions and DTVUSAForum, DirecTV re-
cently sent an email to GenieGO users alerting them that the new 
DirecTV app will replace GenieGO and that DirecTV will stop supporting the device Nov. 4.

“The DIRECTV App allows you to continue to view your DVR recordings, download DVR 
recordings, and stream live TV from your receiver to your mobile device. In order to use the full 
functionality of the DIRECTV App, you will need to upgrade your receiver,” the email explained.

The message also includes an offer for a “complimentary upgrade,” which TV Predictions 
presumes to mean a new Genie HD DVR that supports the new app.

For more of this blog, please visit multichannel.com/Oct10. 

BLOG: THE BAUMINATOR

VIDEOPHILE 
GADGETS TO CONSUMERS:  
LET US ENTERTAIN YOU 
Roughly 73% of U.S. broadband homes have at least one Internet-connected “entertainment 
device,” a figure that has jumped 11% in 
the past year, per a new report from Parks 
Associates. 

The gaming console leads all devices in 
this entertainment category with 32% of 
broadband homes, followed by smart TVs, 
streaming media players, connected Blu-
ray Disc players and connected DVRs, 
Parks found in the report: Streaming 
Media Devices: Trends and Innovation. 

Though consoles were tops, their share 
has actually dropped 27% in the last two 
years, while smart TVs, as the primary 
streaming device in homes, are up 29% 
in terms of share, said Parks Associates, 
which expects nearly 90 million streaming 
media players to be sold in 2020. 

Jeff Baumgartner

“Simply put, the traditional 
television audience is aging. 

Younger people are  
spending more and more 
time online, while older 
Americans continue to 

watch as much TV as ever.”
— Colin Dixon, analyst and co-founder of nScreenMedia, 
on Nielsen’s Q2 2016 Total Audience Report, which 

found that the number of pay TV subscriptions 
declined 1.75 million year-over-year, while the 
number of broadband-only homes rose 25%.

NUMBER

5,302
An estimate of the titles available 
via Netflix’s U.S. streaming library, 

down from about 11,000 offered in 
2012, according to a study from The 
Extreamist. Notably, Netflix’s overall 

library has gotten smaller as the OTT 
giant focuses more attention and 
resources on original series. At the 
Goldman Sachs Communacopia 

conference last month, CFO David 
Well said Netflix expects original 

productions to comprise half of its 
streaming library in the coming years.

“We just removed Meerkat from the AppStore … bitter sweet moment see-
ing it go while celebrating @houseparty” 

— Ben Rubin (@benrbn), CEO and co-founder of Life On Air, 
the company behind Meerkat, the once-hot live streaming 
service that was quickly overrun by Twitter-owned Peri-
scope. Rubin told TechCrunch that he’s now focused on 
Houseparty, a group video chat app. 
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