
NUMBER 

35 Mbps 
The data rate employed by 
Comcast to demonstrate 
4K high dynamic range 
video from the Summer 

Olympics in Rio de Janiero 
delivered at 60 frames per 
second. The cable operator 
expects that to fall to about 

20 Mbps, thanks to the 
efficiencies gained by next-
generation encoders, Light 

Reading reported from 
a screening party earlier 
this month at Comcast’s 

Philadelphia headquarters. 

“I’ve yet to demo 
anything that made 
me wake up in the 
morning eager to 

try it again.” 
— William Gibson, the author and 
visionary who coined the term 
“cyberspace,” in an interview 
with readers of the blog io9 

when asked if new virtual-reality 
platforms such as the Oculus Rift 
and HTC Vive will herald a new 
age of VR, or if they’re destined 

to be a fad. 

Remembering a True Visionary
Silicon Valley and the tech industry at large are still reeling from the tragic death Aug. 3 
of Blake Krikorian, a forward-thinking entrepreneur probably best known for co-founding 
Sling Media and the game-changing Slingbox.

I say it was game-changing not because 1 billion Slingboxes have been sold, but 
because it was the launch of Slingbox that, in my mind, really pushed forward the idea 
of TV “place-shifting,” or the out-of-home viewing of pay TV subscriptions, and that 
represents one of the sparks behind the cable industry’s pursuit of authenticated TV 
Everywhere apps and services.

The introduction of the Slingbox also put a big scare into cable engineering circles, as 
the industry found itself forced to accelerate its thinking on how to beef up cable’s feeble upstream data path just in 
case the Slingbox became a mass-market phenomenon … 

But behind it all was Blake, who, as everyone who had the opportunity to meet and know him can attest, was 
kind, outgoing, brilliant, witty, and a true visionary.

For more of this blog, visit multichannel.com/Aug21.

BLOG: THE BAUMINATOR

“[A]re they making set-top boxes from  
reclaimed inkjet printers? It’s huge!”

— Louis Yung-Hoi  (@louis_hoi), social-media 
analytics consultant at Accenture Digital, reacting 
to Virgin Media’s sneak peek of a new 4K-capable 
box powered by TiVo that will be rolled out later 
this year. 

TECH TWEETS

VIDEOPHILE 
GLOBE GOES GAGA FOR GIGABITS
The vast majority of consumers 
still don’t need Gigabit speeds, 
but emerging bandwidth-inten-
sive apps and services such as 
augmented reality, virtual reality, 4K 
and (later) 8K will continue to drive 
the need for speed. 

Call it future-proofing or merely 
keeping up with Google Fiber — the 
world’s ISPs are slowly gravitating 
toward 1 Gigabit-per-second broad-
band speeds. 

Today, there are more than 500 
operational or planned deploy-
ments of Gigabit Internet services 
around the world, with about 234 
underway in the U.S., according to a “Gigabit Monitor” launched last week by test and measurement firm Viavi. 

Basing its visual index on public data, Viavi found that there are at least 350 “live” Gigabit deployments 
worldwide, with another 164 announced or underway using a mix of wired and wireless access technologies. 
By region, North America had the largest share of global Gigabit deployments at 61%, followed by Europe 
(24%), with the remaining 15% split between Asia Pacific, Middle East, Africa and South America. 
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