
BY JON LAFAYETTE

WORLDWIDE expansion 
is a key goal for Netfl ix, 
but the streaming media 

giant conceded that getting 
global rights to TV shows and 
movies is proving more diffi cult 
than expected.

“It has not been an 
easy road,” said Netfl ix 
chief content offi cer 
Ted Sarandos, one of 
the top media company 
executives who partici-
pated in the UBS Media 
Conference in New York 
last week.

“There has never been a 
global buyer,” he said, adding 
that the studios are set up with 
regional sales organizations and 
there’s resistance because the 
“regional sales staff don’t want 
their jobs marginalized. It’s a 
pretty big structural change that 
all of our studio and network 
partners are trying to manage.” 

He denied that Netf-
lix wanted to use its 
global scale to get 

discounts from studios.
Sarandos said Netfl ix will 

increase the number of original 
scripted shows it streams to 31 
next year from 16 this year. 
Netfl ix also has 10 feature fi lms 
in production or about to be 
released, 30 kids shows, a dozen 
documentaries and 10 stand-up 
specials. “It’s not just a lot of 

volume. This is quality stuff,” 
he said. And while Netfl ix ag-
gressively declines to provide 
numbers on how many people 
watch its shows, he declared 
“our shows are among the most-
viewed on television.”

Also at the conference, 
Viacom CEO Phillipe Dauman 
stood by his boss, 92-year-
old Sumner Redstone, who 
is fi ghting lawsuits claiming 
he’s no longer competent

to make health care and fi nan-
cial decisions.

Dauman said Redstone 
remains in charge of his medi-
cal decisions and maintains his 
“incredible will to live and 
enjoyment of life.” Dauman said 
he talks to Redstone weekly 
and asked people to exercise 
some humanity in dealing with 
Redstone’s disabilities.

In terms of the business, 
Dauman noted that Redstone 
has set up a trust designed to 
ensure continuity at Viacom 
after Redstone is gone. “Nothing 
has changed,” he said.

Redstone’s National Amuse-
ments also controls CBS. Asked 
about whether Redstone’s 
condition was a distraction to 
CBS management, or if it was 
preventing CBS from making 
big transactions, CBS CEO Les 
Moonves replied: “No and no. 
It hasn’t been a distraction, and 
nothing is going to change. I 
hope Sumner lives to be 150.” 
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Netfl ix Admits It Faces Challenges

Lead-In
Media company execs address global rights, other key issues at UBS conference

BY JONATHAN KUPERBERG

THE SAGA CONTINUES between Media Gen-
eral and Nexstar Broadcasting Group.

Nexstar announced Dec. 9 that its negotia-
tions to acquire Media General had reached 
an impasse, with Media General rejecting its 
$16.31 per share offer.

Later that day, Media General responded, 
saying that while the board was still open to 
exploring an improved proposal from Nexstar, 
it had already unanimously rejected the cur-
rent one.

The company added that it specifi cally 
asked Nexstar for its “best and fi nal” pro-

posal in a Dec. 6 letter, but 
the $16.31 offering was actu-
ally less than the $17 bid that 
Media General unanimously 
rejected back in August. Me-
dia General, which is asking 
for $18.61 per share, said it 
was surprised that instead of 
providing a new bid and con-
tinuing private negotiations, 
Nexstar issued the press release reiterating 
the already rejected prior proposal.

It was just a month ago that Perry Sook, 
Nexstar chairman, president and CEO, said 
the company “should prevail” in buying 

Media General. Now it seems 
Meredith Corp.—with the 
initial $2.4-billion merger 
announced before Nexstar 
swooped in with an unsolicit-
ed $4.1 billion bid to acquire 
Media General—might have 
the upper hand. Then again, 
all along Media General has 
said its board favors the 
Meredith deal.

Expect that deal to pro-
ceed, said Wells Fargo Securities analysts in a 
research report, “although we have a hunch 
that the Nexstar-Media General saga is not 
totally over. We think a lot of what we are 
reading is just negotiating in the press.” 

Chief content offi cer Ted Sarandos says it hasn’t been easy to secure 
worldwide rights to programming as Netfl ix expands internationally.

WHO WILL MEDIA GENERAL CHOOSE?
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FATES AND FORTUNES

INDUSTRY MOVES 
OF THE WEEK
■ (1) RENU THOMAS has been elevated to execu-
tive VP of media operations, engineering and 
IT, at Disney|ABC Television Group. Thomas 
most recently served as senior VP of technol-
ogy and operations. ■ Disney|ABC Television 
Group has upped (2) SKARPI HEDINSSON to 
chief technology offi cer. Hedinsson was most 
recently senior VP, technology and platform, 
digital media. ■ (3) CHIP MAHANEY has been ap-
pointed national director of news recruitment 
at E.W. Scripps Co., where he will lead efforts 
for hiring news managers in 24 Scripps TV 
markets. Mahaney joined the company in 2008. 
■ (4) VICKI LINS was named president and CEO 
of CTAM. The former Comcast marketing exec, 
most recently chief marketing offi cer for United 
Way Worldwide and Clear Channel Outdoor, 
will start her new post at the beginning of the 
new year. ■ (5) JOHN NITTI has joined Verizon 
as chief media offi cer. Nitti was most recently 
chief investment offi cer worldwide at Zenith-
Optimedia, an agency that includes Verizon in 
its client roster.

Lead-In
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             PROGRAMMING UPDATE:

             SHOW CAROUSEL

AWARDS BEAT

Voters Put Streaming Platforms 
Atop Awards Queue
ON A STEAMY SEPTEMBER evening in Los Angeles, Netfl ix got the cold 
shoulder, picking up but one primetime Emmy award as Uzo Aduba of Orange 
Is the New Black won best supporting actress. It had been nominated for 34.

Jump ahead to last week, when nominations for the Screen Actors Guild 
(SAG) Awards and Golden Globes showed Netfl ix in a much different place. 
When the SAG nominations were announced Dec. 9, Netfl ix got 10 and HBO 
got six, followed by Showtime with fi ve. When Golden Globes nominations, 
given out by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association, came out a day later, 
Netfl ix had eight, one better than notorious trophy hoarder HBO.

The proof will be in the voting next month, but it appears the voters have 
fi nally come around to what cultural tastemakers and Wall Street have for 
some time held up as unassailable truth: Ratings or not, Netfl ix is a monster.

Yet perhaps the biggest surprise was Starz, nominated for six Golden Globes, trailing only Netfl ix and 
HBO. Behind Starz was Amazon and FX, with fi ve each. While ABC, Fox and PBS got four apiece, broadcast 
was largely snubbed. USA and Showtime baged three each.

Another winter kudos curveball could be thrown this week when the Critics’ Choice Awards nominations 
are announced. Formerly split into TV and fi lm halves, Critics’ Choice made a Globes-like move to unite the 
media under one tent, with a simulcast set for Jan. 17 on A&E, Lifetime and Lifetime Movie Network.

The Golden Globes show airs Jan. 10 on NBC, while SAG is Jan. 30 on TNT/TBS. Many will tune in live. 
Plenty of others will be watching something on Netfl ix. —Michael Malone

Hulu’s
Casual got a
Golden Globe
nomination.
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Fox picked up a second season of summer thriller (1)Wayward 
Pines, while fellow broadcaster NBC ordered a fourth season of 
(2) The Blacklist. On cable, Showtime renewed (3) Homeland for 
a sixth season and (4) The Affair for a third, and HBO picked up 
a third and fi nal season of (5) The Leftovers. Spike continued to 
colonize scripted territory with a series commitment for Red Mars. 
Streamer Netfl ix set Jan. 23 for the premiere of four-part Chelsea 
Handler doc (6) Chelsea Does. 
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THEY 
SAID IT

“I have said from 
the beginning 
that my job is to 
enforce the law, 
and that is what 
happened today.”

—New York Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman, in a statement 
Dec. 11 after a judge ruled that
FanDuel and DraftKings must 
cease operations in the state. An 
appeals court later granted the 
companies a temporary stay.
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