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Lead-In

BY PAIGE ALBINIAK

KELLY RIPA returned 
to Live With Kelly and 
Michael last week and 

the viewers responded enthusi-
astically: the show’s overnight 
household ratings on Tuesday, 
April 26, were up 62% from 
the previous week. 

Ripa had been off the air for 
four days, partly for a planned 
long weekend, but also partly 
because she felt disrespected 
and angry after learning on 
Tuesday, April 19 — almost at 
the same time as the rest of 
the world — that her cohost, 
Michael Strahan, would be 
decamping for ABC’s Good 
Morning America.

Just like the TV audience, the 
in-studio audience was thrilled 
to see Ripa back on the air: 
“Our long national nightmare 
is over,” Ripa quipped as the 
audience rose to a standing ova-
tion. “I am fairly certain there 
are trained professional snipers 

with tranquilizer darts in case I 
drive too far off message.”

But what viewers didn’t know 
was that Ripa and Strahan’s 
reunion would be short: Shortly 
after the episode ended, ABC 
announced that Strahan’s last 
day at Live will be
Friday, May 13.

“After meeting with the 
producers of both Live 
and Good Morning 
America, and after 
speaking with Kelly 
and Michael, we 
have decided on a 
plan that best
advantages both
shows for the fu-
ture,” according 
to a statement 
from ABC. 

“To that 
end, Michael’s 
last day on Live 
will be on Friday, 
May 13, which not only 
gives the show the 
chance to have a nice 

send-off for him during the May 
book, but to also immediately 
begin the on-air search for a 
new cohost. This plan also allows 

GMA to start integrating
Michael into the show more 
often this summer before his 
full-time start in September.”

Strahan has a busy summer 
planned, including hosting 
a primetime version of The 
$100,000 Pyramid on ABC and 
returning to Fox Sports, where 
he works as an NFL analyst. 
He’ll also continue to appear 
on Good Morning America, but 
won’t go to fi ve days a week 
until September.

Meanwhile, Live will begin 
its search for a new cohost for 
Ripa three months sooner than 
expected. Strahan joined the 
show in September 2012 after 
appearing 20 times during an 
extensive audition process. Last 
time around, leading candidates 
for the cohost position included 
Jerry O’Connell, Seth Meyers 
and Josh Groban. 
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Ripa, Strahan Reunion Will Be Short
Cohost to leave Live With Kelly and Michael for GMA on May 13

Ripa will bid Strahan farewell from Live
three months earlier than originally planned.

SPECTRUM AUCTION BEGINS MAY 31
FCC sets highest clearing target: 126 MHz
FCC CHAIRMAN Tom Wheeler 
was not kidding when he sig-
naled there had been robust
interest in the spectrum auction 
among TV stations.

The FCC unveiled its clearing 
target last week, based 

on how much spec-
trum broadcasters 

had committed 
to giving up. The 
target is 126 MHz, 

the top amount the agency had 
projected to be able to amass—
at least after dropping the 144 
MHz top estimate last fall due to 
coordination issues with Canada.

The other big takeaway last 
week was that the much-talked-
about and planned-for spectrum 
auction will begin May 31.

“The initial clearing target an-
nounced is the highest possible 
clearing target and associated 

band plan for which the provi-
sional assignment satisfi es the 
optimization objectives and the 
near-nationwide standard for 
impairments,” the FCC said.

If the FCC does not collect 
enough money in the forward 
auction to pay broadcasters at 
this initial clearing target, then it 
will have to lower its target and 
pay fewer stations. 

—John Eggerton

SPECTRUM 
WATCHWheeler
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 THE WATCHMAN
 Deputy Editor Michael Malone’s weekly look 
 at the programming scene

Get Loud! They Came,  
They Rocked, They Conchord 
WE MAY NOT be the 
target demographic, 
but we’re nonethe-
less pumped for 
Nickelodeon series 
The Loud House. 
The animated show 
debuts May 2 and is 
about young Lincoln 
Loud and his 10 
sisters: Lori, Leni, 
Luna, Luan, Lynn, 
Lucy, Lola, Lana, Lisa and Lily, if you’re scoring at home. 
After all, The Watchman grew up with a few more sisters 
than one might deem reasonable, and things did indeed get 
loud around the house at times. 

The Loud family, not to be confused with the Loud family 
from the early ‘70s PBS documentary, features sisters 
ranging from toddler to late teen. How the writers manage 
to make each of the 10 distinct, and give them all mean-

ingful screen time, is a marvel. 
Creator Chris Savino grew up one 
of 10, while the alliteration— 
‘L’-literation?—is a nod to Loud 
writer Karla Sakas Shropshire, 
whose father is Karl and siblings 
are Karlena, Karli and Karl Jr.

Anyone else suddenly in the 
mood for a George Foreman Grill 
burger?

Sticking with the alliteration 
theme, we’re also psyched for 

the new season of Marc Maron’s aptly titled Maron, which 
rolls on IFC May 4. IFC president Jennifer Caserta prom-
ised a “completely different direction” for Maron this 
season, with Marc homeless, addicted to drugs, and living 
in a storage unit. 

“It’s a comedy!” said Caserta. 
Speaking of offbeat comedies, if you’ve found yourself 

praying for a Flight of the Conchords reunion, your wishes 
have kind of, sort of, come true. Jemaine Clement and Bret 
McKenzie, New Zealand’s best contribution to world humor 
since sheep jokes, starred in the you-get-it-or-you-don’t 
HBO comedy for two seasons in the late aughts, with a 
then-unknown Kristen Schaal as their band’s goofy stalker. 

Clement and McKenzie take off on a nationwide tour 
next month, starting at Port Chester, N.Y.’s Capitol Theatre 
June 9 before arriving at the Greek in L.A. July 27. 

Let’s hope hapless Murray didn’t plan the tour, that 
Leggy Blonde shows up for a gig or two, and the band 
rocks the house good and loud.  

STATOFTHEWEEK

$16.6M 
Netflix CEO Reed Hastings’ 2015 compensation, 

an increase of 50.3% from the previous year. His 
earnings included $1.1 million in salary, $15.5 million 

in option awards and $16,832 in other comp.

THEY SAID IT
“His [Trump’s] bashing of the media is not 
reflective at all of our interaction on a one-on-
one basis. He’s been nothing but gracious and 
interesting and engaging in our conversations.” 

—Fox News Sunday anchor Chris Wallace said April 28 of GOP 
front-runner Donald Trump’s behavior on the show’s set.

The Loud House 

Flight of the Conchords
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FATES AND FORTUNES

INDUSTRY MOVES OF THE WEEK
n (1) BARRY POZNICK has been tapped as 
president, unscripted television at MGM 
Television. Poznick, who will report to 
MGM TV Group president Mark Burnett, 
will oversee the creative and develop-
ment of all unscripted TV content. A 25-
year veteran of the unscripted TV space, 
Poznick formed Barracuda Television 
Productions in 2013 and has worked on 
series including MTV’s Buckwild, Spike’s 
World’s Worst Tenants and Disney’s Prank-
Stars, among others. n (2) DEBORAH NOR-
VILLE will be inducted into the B&C Hall 
of Fame. Norville, who has been with 
Inside Edition since 1995, will be feted 
along with other 2016 inductees including 
Tribune’s Peter Liguori at the 26th annual 
gala on Oct. 18 in New York. n (3) ALEC 
BALDWIN will host ABC’s reboot of Match 
Game. The show is set to return for 10 epi-
sodes on June 26 as part of the network’s Sunday Fun & Games block with 
Celebrity Family Feud and $100,000 Pyramid. n (4) JACKIE DE CRINIS is 
exiting her post at USA Network for an overall deal with Universal Cable 
Productions. De Crinis served as executive VP of original programming at 
USA, where she shepherded originals including Monk, Royal Pains and 
Mr. Robot. n (5) SKIP BAYLESS is departing ESPN when his contract expires 
in August. Bayless’ last day on First Take, which he hosts with Stephen A. 
Smith, will be after the NBA Finals. He is rumored to be heading to Fox 
Sports. Fox Sports had declined to comment at presstime. n (6) MICHAEL 
REGAN is leaving 21st Century Fox as of June 30. Regan, who was execu-
tive VP of global policy, has been the company’s top D.C. exec for the past 
15 years, serving in his current role since 2013.
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