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BY MICHAEL MALONE

A BUSY LAST WEEK at A+E 
Networks precedes a hec-
tic fall for its young studio 

operation. Bob DeBitetto, former 
head of A+E Studios, gave notice 
after 14 years with the company. 
DeBitetto was named 
president of brand 
strategy, business 
development and the 
studio in 2013, when 
Nancy Dubuc, presi-
dent and CEO, A+E 
Networks, tasked 
him with creating 
scripted hits for the 
company’s networks, 
which include A&E, 
Lifetime, History and 
Viceland, the ambi-
tious rebrand of the former H2. 

DeBitetto is credited for  
shepherding hit series including 
Lifetime’s UnReal and the Roots 
miniseries that ran across the 
A+E portfolio last spring. Ac-
cording to a memo from Dubuc, 
DeBitetto informed her over the 
summer that he wanted to move 
on to the “next chapter in his 
storied career,” though neither 
Dubuc nor DeBitetto specified 
what that is. 

DeBitetto will remain on 
board until the end of the year. 

A day after that development, 
Dubuc announced that Paul 
Buccieri was being promoted to 
president of A+E Studios and 
A+E Networks Portfolio Group. 
Dubuc made it clear that own-
ing shows—successful shows at 

that—is a key 
priority in this 
era of peak TV. 
“The growth of 

A+E Studios is a major prior-
ity for us as content ownership 
and capabilities are vital for our 
future growth,” her memo said. 

Neither Dubuc nor Buccieri 
were available for comment. 

It’s been a rapid climb up the 
org chart for Buccieri, who joined 
A+E Networks as president of 
A&E and History in late 2014 
after seven years at U.K.-based 
ITV, where he was chairman of 
ITV Studios U.S. Group and ITV 
Studios Global Entertainment. At 
the time, Dubuc saluted her new 
hire as a strong leader and “bril-
liant strategist.” 

Buccieri is indeed a well-
regarded executive who keeps a 
relatively low profile despite his 
increasing clout. He was previ-
ously president of programming, 

production and development at 
Fox Twentieth Television and an 
exec producer at Endemol USA. 

It’s a pivotal time for A+E 
Studios, as well as the networks, 
which are climbing back from 
a recent ratings drought. Roots 
was a big swing for the studio 
and the group. Speaking with 
B&C last spring, Buccieri called 
it “probably one of the network’s 
biggest undertakings.”

Roots was a respectable 
ratings performer, premiering 
at 5.3 million total viewers and 
finishing its fourth night at 4.2 
million, amid heavy competition 
from the NBA playoffs. It was 
nominated for an Emmy for lim-
ited series. “We love to do pieces 
of scale and scope and charac-
ter,” Buccieri said pre-premiere. 

A more problematic original 
lately has been UnReal, which 
charmed critics in its first season 
but stumbled with them and lost 
viewers in season 2.

A+E Studios has more big  
bets coming up, including His-
tory’s Navy SEALs drama Six 
and the swords-and-sandals epic 
Knightfall. It is remaking the film 
Beaches for A&E in 2017 and is 
producing a drama about Joaquin 
‘El Chapo’ Guzman called #Car-
tel, along with ABC Signature.

A&E debuts the unscripted, 
law enforcement-focused Live 
PD Oct. 28, with eight two-hour 
installments hosted by Dan 
Abrams. Lifetime debuts the 
original movies Surviving Comp-

ton Oct. 15 and 
Who Killed 
JonBenét? on 
Nov. 5. A new 
season of Vikings, 
which set the stage 
for scripted origi-
nals on History, 
returns Nov. 30. 

  mememe

A+E Networks Looks Forward  
Following Management Shakeup
Buccieri grabs in-house studio reins as bar rises for owned content 

Bob DeBitetto is leaving his post as head of A+E Studios 
following 14 years with the company. (Above) Lifetime’s reality 
spoof UnReal will be returning for its third season in 2017.

Roots, starring Forest 
Whitaker and Malachi 
Kirby, aired on A+E 
networks in May.
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n (1) BRENDAN RIPP has been tapped as 
executive VP, National Geographic sales 
and partnerships. Ripp joins Fox Net-
works Group from Time Inc., where he 
had been president of technology, tele-
communications and finance verticals. 
n (2) BELA BAJARIA has been appointed 
VP of content for Netflix. Bajaria, who 
will start her new gig Nov. 1, was for-
merly president of Universal Television, 
where she shepherded shows including 
Master of None and Unbreakable Kim-
my Schmidt. n Chernin Entertainment 
has brought on (3) KRISTEN CAMPO as 
executive VP of television. Campo was 
a partner at Fabrik Entertainment, heading produc-
tion and development. DANTE DI LORETO, who previ-
ously led the television division at Chernin, will move 
into a producing role with the company. n (4) GUNNAR 
WIEDENFELS has been named chief financial officer 
of Discovery Communications. Wiedenfels, currently 
CFO at ProSiebenSat.1 Media SE, succeeds Andrew 

Warren. His appointment is 
effective April 1, 2017. n Criti-
cal Content has appointed 
its board of directors. Board 
members for the independent 
producer of unscripted and 
scripted programming include: 
FRANK BIONDI, former chairman 
and CEO of Universal Studios; 
CHAD GUTSTEIN, CEO of Ma-
chinima; MARK ITKIN, former 
cohead of television and board 
member at William Morris En-
deavor; JOHN SYKES, president 
of iHeartMedia Entertainment 

Enterprises; LAUREN ZALAZNICK, former NBCUni-
versal executive VP; and TOM FORMAN, CEO of Criti-
cal Content. AL AGUIRRE will act as chairman of the 
board. n GINA BROGI has been upped to president of 
global distribution, Twentieth Century Fox Television 
Distribution. Brogi was most recently executive VP of 
worldwide pay TV and SVOD.
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 THE WATCHMAN
 Deputy Editor Michael Malone’s weekly look at the programming scene

Pauley Back to Hosting; Brokaw Enjoys Toasting  
A TODAY SHOW PAIR from 
the days of yore is back  
in the spotlight again. Jane 
Pauley, who hosted the NBC 
morning fixture from 1976  
to 1989, kicked off her new 
gig at CBS Sunday Morning, 
succeeding Charles Osgood. 
Surely Pauley has some ideas 
about shaking up the Sunday 
Morning formula? 

Not hardly. “It’s a big mis-
take to arrive intending to put 
a big imprint on it right away,” 
Pauley tells The Watchman. 
“The show is bigger than  
the host.” 

OK then, maybe some new 
correspondents? “No, no,” she 
says. “No.”

The best way to prepare 
for the role, Pauley says, is to 
continue doing what she’s been 
doing—contributing segments 
to CBS Sunday Morning. 

Pauley unplugs from  
the news noise by watch-
ing home renovation shows, 
foremost HGTV’s Fixer Upper. 
She mentions a CBS Sunday 
Morning segment she did on 
hosts Chip and Joanna Gaines. 
“I’ve mixed some cement with 
Chip and Jo,” she says.

Meanwhile, Pauley’s old 
Today mate, Tom Brokaw, was 
in midtown Manhattan late 
last week to fetch a Giants of 

Broadcasting award 
from the Library of 
American Broad-
casting Foundation 
and IRTS. Brokaw, 
inducted alongside 
pal Dick Ebersol, 
sized up the big 
blue bowl proclaim-
ing his induction and quipped, 
“As a young man in college, if 
I was given a bowl like that, I 
would’ve filled it with a case of 

beer and tried to chug it.”
Brokaw spoke about 

starting in TV news  
in Omaha, Neb., before  
moving on to bigger jobs 
in Atlanta and Washing-
ton and finally New York.  
Hosting Today at age 34, 
he was feeling pretty  
good about himself.  
One day at Bloomingda-
le’s, Brokaw found himself 

trailed by a fan. 
“You’re Tom Brokaw, 

right?” the man asked. 
Brokaw responded 

yes. 
“You used to work in 

Omaha?” the man, an 
Omaha native, asked. 

Brokaw said yes. 
“Whatever happened to 

you?” the man wondered. 
Other 2016 Giants of 

Broadcasting include Maria 
Bartiromo of Fox Business Net-
work and Pauley’s CBS News 
colleague Steve Kroft. Kroft 
credited the Library of Ameri-
can Broadcasting for archiving 
the history of TV news. “I could 
be wrong about this, but I bet, 
looking ahead, there’s not 
going to be anybody record-
ing, compiling and curating 
tweets,” Kroft says. “Except,  
of course, the NSA.” 

Brokaw
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Jane Pauley succeeded 
 Charles Osgood on CBS Sunday Morning.

STATOF 
THEWEEK
37.2M 
Number of viewers who tuned 
into the nine networks airing 
the vice presidential debate 
between Mike Pence and Tim 
Kaine on Oct. 4, the lowest 
tally for a VP square-off since 
2000. It was about half as many 
viewers as in 2008, when Sarah 
Palin and Joe Biden debated.
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