
They Said iT!
“The name ‘Inde-
pendent Film Chan-
nel’ has been legally 
retired and IFC as an 
acronym now stands 
for nothing. Well, it 
actually stands for 
a growing number 
of smart, funny and 
original alternative 
comedies, but our 
viewers already know 
that. So, starting 
today, IFC is legally 

IFC.”
—Jennifer Caserta, 
president & GM, IFC, 
during the network’s 
session at TCA on 
Jan. 9, noting that 

the network has not gone by Independent 
Film Channel in years. 

“I guess live shows 
aren’t my thing.”

—Director Michael Bay on his blog Jan. 6, 
explaining why he walked off the stage 
during a Samsung presentation at CES 
after a teleprompter malfunction.

“After much discus-
sion with my creative 
team and HBO, we’ve 
decided to wrap up 
the series after such 
a great run and look 
forward to bringing 
it to a powerful and 

exciting 
conclusion.”

—Terry Winter, 
Boardwalk Empire 
creator and  
showrunner, in a 
statement Jan. 9  

announcing the fifth and final season 
of the HBO drama this fall.
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BCDC: Guest Post

LeGisLators say CoMMuNiCatioNs Laws revaMP is Key to teCh iNNovatioN
Rep. Fred Upton (R-Mich.) chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, 
and Rep. Greg. Walden (R-Ore.), chairman of the Subcommittee on Communica-
tions and Technology, blogged exclusively for B&C and Multichannel News warning 
that without an overhaul of communications laws, the world-leading innovation 
that has produced the “latest and greatest” technology could be threatened.

Our nation’s economy depends on our ability to make technological advances 
that allow us to innovate and grow. From the earliest days of the telephone to 
today’s wireless broadband Internet, the communications sector has been a driver 
of technological change and economic activity for more than a century.

We are living in a golden age of innovation that has fostered broad investment, com-
petition and consumer choice. But without laws that acknowledge changes in technol-
ogy, our ability to continue to lead the world in the information age is threatened.

We cannot afford to ignore the burdens and barriers created by our antiquated 
communications laws. The House Energy and Commerce Committee is launching a multiyear process to update the Communica-
tions Act—the law that governs such a critical piece of our national economy.

Our work will be exhaustive, inviting industries and innovators, consumers and citizens to join us in an open dialogue. The communi-
cations and technology sectors—and the laws that govern them—are complex and interconnected. We need a broad, open conversation 
about the successes and failings of the Communications Act in order to honestly consider the sweeping changes many have long sought.

For more from the House Republican leaders on the “woefully out of sync” communications laws, go to broadcastingcable.com/Jan13.  

rep. Fred upton (left), chairman of the house energy 
and Commerce Committee, and rep. Greg walden, 
chairman of the subcommittee on Communications 
and technology, coauthored the blog for B&C and MCN.

#twitternielsens
Below are the top shows for Dec. 30-Jan. 5, ranked by unique audience. The audience metric derives from the number 
of distinct Twitter accounts accruing at least one impression of one or more different tweets ascribed to a TV episode.

raNK/ProGraM  uNiQue auDieNCe* tweets*
1. Dick Clark’s New Year’s Rockin’ Eve With Ryan Seacrest 2014 (ABC) ...........4,336.1 ......................... 277.2
2. The Bachelor (ABC) .......................................................................................3,627.1 ..........................152.8
3. Masterpiece Classic: Downton Abbey (PBS) ................................................. 2,925.9 .......................... 97.3

*In thousands  Source: Nielsen

BC Beat: Guest Post

TV’s Evolution Depends on  
Smart Use of Spectrum
In my view, the medium’s next 
generation is far less about up-
grading technology for prettier 
pictures than it is about build-
ing a broadcast delivery platform 
that greatly outperforms present 
standards. Anything short of that 
makes broadcast TV less viable. 

To get there as an industry, we must pursue a  
platform that is more about good public policy than 
any legacy business, technology or tenure of spec-
trum concerns.

Only one approach allows for the most efficient, 
nimble, economical and robust use of the UHF 
spectrum: a single-multiplex-per-market, cellular-
style spectrum reuse plan, with a flexible, upgrade-
able modulation suite. The alternative—refarming 
spectrum, consolidating stations and individual 
“owners” selling off broadcast spectrum slot by 
slot—reduces broadcasting’s already insufficient 
reach, utility and relevancy.

Fred Baumgartner is a broadcast engineer who has worked 
on a wide variety of broadcast technologies ranging from 
emergency alerting to mobile television. 

To join the conversation about the smartest use of spectrum, 
go to broadcastingcable.com/Jan.13

NBC Pivots Olympics Coverage 
Following Vonn’s Withdrawal
With the 2014 Winter Olympics ready to bow 
from Sochi, Russia, NBC will be without one of 
its biggest stars in gold medal skier Lindsey 
Vonn due to her knee injury.

NBC Sports execs addressed Vonn’s absence 
last week during a media event held at Satur-
day Night Live’s Studio 8H. “We’re disappoint-
ed for her,” NBC Sports Group chairman Mark Lazarus told reporters.

Lazarus said that NBC will alter its coverage and promotion leading up 
to the Games somewhat, as Vonn figured to play a major part. “We wish 
we had Lindsey there, but we don’t,” he said.

The NBC Sports Group chief added that while Vonn is a major 
Olympics star, she is far from the only one. “We look for the next story,” 
Lazarus said, highlighting other members of the U.S. Olympic ski team 
like Julia Mancuso, Ted Ligety, Mikaela Shiffrin and Bode Miller.

“Stars are more often made and born during the course of the Olym-
pics,” added NBC Olympics president Gary Zenkel. —Tim Baysinger

For more on how NBC plans to attract viewers and how they will handle the social  
and political issues in Russia, go to broadcastingcable.com/Jan13.

PBs’ Downton abbey

“Dear Boneheads: Backstrom being 
picked up does NOT mean the end of 
Bones. I’d bet my house on a tenth 
season of Bones. And I like my house.”
@HartHanson, Hart Hanson, creator of Fox’s 
Bones, in a tweet Jan. 7 after it was announced 
that Fox had picked up his new series, Backstrom, 
based on books about the namesake detective  
by Leif G.W. Persson. 

hanson

vonn

Baumgartner

Bay


