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ABC hops back into the singing competition game with Rising Star, 
another twist on a successful overseas formula. In a saturated genre, 
the network hopes to follow The Voice—and the early days of American 
Idol—to a gold ratings record, in a format that goes back to radio days.
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Since its 2005-06 peak, Idol has steadily declined. The series’ 2012-13 season 

took in less than half of the record numbers, earning 13.2 million total viewers and 
a 3.8 rating in the demo—a hefty 27% dip in ratings from the previous season.

 Meanwhile, The Voice continues to stand out for NBC, as 
some shifts in the judging core haven’t adversely affected its ap-
peal. The series remains an ideal lead-in for new shows on the net.

In 2012, ABC bowed Duets for its first 
and only season; the show averaged just 
a 1.3 rating among adults 18-49. The net-
work recently debuted Sing Your Face 
Off, based on the Endemol franchise 
Your Face Sounds Familiar, which 
features celebrities judged based on 
how well they perform the songs and 
styles of various pop stars. 

 ABC hopes to take advantage of 
the genre’s already thinning landscape 
with Rising Star, which premieres 

on June 22. Based on the Israeli singing competition of 
the same name, the series finds contestants performing 
behind a screen, which lifts as they get more audience 

votes. “I think this one changes the rules,” 
ABC entertainment group president PAUL LEE said during the 
network’s Winter TCA press tour presentation. 

 “What we’re seeing now—and what will
probably lead to the death of the genre, or at 
least the marginalization of it—is this rush to have one 
gimmick after another, and the gimmicks become so transparent, so 
phony, that eventually the whole genre’s tarnished,” Brooks said.

 The origins of singing competition shows 
are rooted in radio and early TV. One hit that 
made the transition, Arthur Godfrey’s Talent 
Scouts, ran first on CBS radio and then 
on the network from 1948-1958. Godfrey’s 
show was a ratings success for CBS and 
helped launch the career of 

PATSY CLINE and others.

 The category was brought back in a big way 
with Star Search in the ‘80s, TV historian TIM 
BROOKS told B&C. The series, which ran from 
1983-95 with ED MCMAHON as host, hit a high 
note both in primetime and syndication. 

 Idol garnered its highest ratings over the 2005-
06 season with 30.3 million viewers and a 12.4 

rating among adults 18-49. The show’s 
tremendous success prompted a 
wave of successors 

and imitators, 
among them 
NBC’s The 
Voice and 
America’s 
Got Talent. 

“Everyone kind of knew the ratings 
were going to fall. But I think 

 it’s…how fast it has been falling  
over the last few years 
that has been taking 

people by surprise.” 
—Brad Adgate, senior VP of research at Horizon Media, 

on American Idol’s tumbling audience numbers

Cline

Americas Got Talent season 2 
winner, ventriloquist/impressionist 

Terry Fator
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Star Search

Lisa Rinna (right) performs 

on Sing Your Face Off.

(Left to right) American Idol judges 
(seasons 1-8) Randy Jackson,  
Paula Abdul and Simon Cowell.

Rising Star judges 
(from left)  

Ke$ha, Ludacris 
and Brad Paisley

  Fox’s American Idol, 
based on Britain’s Pop Idol, 
burst onto the scene in 2002 
featuring open auditions 
across the country and a sole 
focus on singing. Idol judge 
Simon Cowell brought The X 
Factor to U.S. audiences in 2011, 
but the show never gained the 
traction Fox hoped for and was 
cancelled after three seasons.

Josh Kaufman, 
The Voice’s 
season 6 winner
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