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Smart TVs Top Streaming 
Preference: Study 
Though Roku players, Amazon Fire TV boxes and the new Apple TV 
device remain popular, smart TVs beat them all when it comes to the 
platform consumers prefer most for streaming video.

That’s according to a new survey from The Diffusion Group that que-
ried 2,000 U.S. adult broadband users, of whom 60% use an over-the-
top streaming service on their home TVs.

Smart TVs, at 32.1%, were the most preferred platform, followed by 
game consoles (25.1%), Internet set-top boxes (16.8%), Internet sticks (9.9%), connected Blu-ray 
Disc players (9.7%) and digital video recorders (2.4%). Slightly more than 4% had no preference.

TDG noted that the preference fi gure lines up with the penetration of smart TVs. But why did 
smart TVs outrank the other options? 

Simplicity is key, per the theory of TDG director of research Michael Greeson: “With smart TVs, 
viewers are not required to manually switch inputs from the TV to another device or pick up a dif-
ferent remote in order to access their favorite streaming apps and programs.”

For more of this blog, please visit multichannel.com/Feb1.

BLOG: THE BAUMINATOR “No, I don’t think it’s 
a niche. I think it can 
be … really cool and 
has some interesting 

applications.”
Tim Cook, Apple CEO, on the company’s 

Jan. 26 earnings call, when asked to 
weigh in on the mainstream potential 

for virtual reality (VR)

NUMBER

33.5
MILLION

The number of U.S. TV homes that 
are using TV everywhere services 
from their pay TV providers, equal 
to about one-third of the market, 
according to Rethink Research. 
Comcast, the top cable operator, 

has the most TVE users 
(10.1 million), ahead of DirecTV 
(9.3 million), Time Warner Cable 
(6.3 million), Dish Network and 
AT&T (2.1 million each), Verizon 
Communications’s FiOS TV 

(2 million), Charter ‘Communications 
(1.4 million) and Cablevision 

Systems (200,000). 

VIDEOPHILE

TECH TWEET
“2016 to see a record number of babies named Xfinity.”

Dave Zatz (@davezatz), tech blogger, on word that Comcast’s Xfinity On De-
mand service set a record Jan. 23, with 1.29 million subscribers concurrently 
watching the VOD service during Winter Storm Jonas. Verizon also set a record 
for VOD requests on that date, with demand up 50% from a typical Saturday 
and 20% higher than its previous busiest day.

Jeff Baumgartner

4K Streaming Grows, But Lags The Field 
Streaming in the 
eye-popping 4K for-
mat surged 50% in 
the last year, but it’s 
still well behind the 
reigning resolution, 
1080p, according 
to a new study 
from Encoding.com 
based on data from 
its 3,000-plus media 
and entertainment 
industry customers. 

Fewer viewers 
were watching TV in 
720p, but it was the 
leading format for 
most mobile devices, 
the study found.
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