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Forecast: Netflix to Hit 
128M Subs by 2022 
THANKS IN PART to its ongoing global expansion, Netflix is poised to rake in 128 million 
subscribers by 2022, a 44% rise from the 89 million it had at the end of 2016, according to a 
new forecast from Digital TV Research.

Netflix ended first-quarter 2017 with 98.78 million streaming subscribers worldwide (50.85 
million in the U.S. and 47.89 million everywhere else).

Digital TV Research expects Netflix’s international subscriber base to exceed its U.S. subscriber base by early 2018, 
despite still not having “direct access” to China, Simon Murray, principal analyst at Digital TV Research, said.

Netflix has partial entry in China via a deal with Baidu’s iQiyi, a video portal that recently inked a deal to offer a subset 
of Netflix’s streaming catalog, including titles such as Black Mirror and Stranger Things.  

For more of this blog, please visit broadcastingcable.com/June12. 

BLOG: THE BAUMINATOR
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8
The number of yet-to-be aired episodes 
of ABC’s Steve Harvey’s Funderdome 
reportedly leaked by hacker The Dark 
Overlord on the bittorrent file-sharing 

website The Pirate Bay. ABC has 
planned to premiere the show on 

June 11. The latest fit of piracy comes 
just weeks after The Dark Overlord 
released most of the fifth season of 
Netflix original Orange Is the New 

Black after the OTT giant refused to 
pay a ransom demand. 
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VIDEOPHILE 
MODEM, MODEM, NEAR THE WALL,  
WHO’S THE FASTEST OF THEM ALL? 
HOTWIRE COMMUNICATIONS 
has locked in bragging rights as 
the fastest “major” U.S. internet-
service provider, a distinction that 
could be a draw to cord-cutters, 
according to a new study from 
PCMag released last week that 
calculates and weights upstream 
and downstream performance for 
its “PCMag Speed Index.”

Among those majors, Hotwire’s 
PCMag Speed Index of 91.3 Mbps 
outpaced Suddenlink (now part of 
Altice USA), Verizon Fios Internet 
and Comcast, which dropped four 
spots compared to PCMag’s 2016 
study, which had Comcast and 
Verizon Fios sharing the honors.

Google Fiber, meanwhile, 
stayed on top when all U.S. ISPs 
were factored in, with a speed 
index of 324.5 Mbps, ahead of 
EPB Fiber Optics (136.1 Mbps), 
Hotwire (91.3), Midco (83.6 
Mbps), Grande Communications 
(71.8 Mbps), RCN (70.8 Mbps), 
Sonic (66.6 Mbps), Armstrong 
Cable (61.8 Mbps), Comporium (52.6 Mbps), Suddenlink (49.1 Mbps), and Verizon Fios (48.3 Mbps).

PCMag’s study also listed the fastest ISPs by region. Google Fiber was tops in the North Central and South Central 
U.S.; Comcast was the best in the Northwest; EPB Fiber Optics led in the Southeast; and Sonic led the Southwest. 

PCMag determined speed/throughput using data collected from user data collected from the publication’s Speed Test 
Tool. It then creates a weighted score for the resulting PCMag Speed Index that uses 80% of the download speed and 
20% of the upload speed. — Jeff Baumgartner 

TECH TWEETS
“We believe that half of HBO Now subs are 
coming via Amazon Prime Channels, upwards of 
75% of Starz?”

— Rich Greenfield (@RichBTIG), BTIG Research analyst, pointing 
to a blog post on “10 Media Thoughts on Our Mind Right Now,” 
including an argument that direct-to-consumer services have failed 

for cable networks due to better results with “wholesale relationships” with providers such as Amazon Channels. 

Jeff Baumgartner

“The internet 
doesn’t yet add 

much value to the 
sports experience.” 

— Reed Hastings, CEO of Netflix, speaking  
at Recode’s annual Code Conference, noting  

that “sports is really good in the moment …  
but the afterlife of a given [game] is quite small.”  
The question about OTT sports coverage comes  
as Twitter, Facebook and Amazon make moves  

to add and experiment with live sports. 
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