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Lead-In

BY JOHN EGGERTON

THE FCC’S RELEASE of the 
text of its proposed roll-
back of Title II classification 

of broadband internet service 
and the potential rewind of rules 
against blocking, throttling and 
paid prioritization has Wash-
ington insiders talking about 
finding some common ground on 
compromise rules.

That common ground is more 
likely to take the form of a give-
and-take FCC approach to new 
rules than of Congress riding in 
like the cavalry to save the day. A 
Hill-brokered compromise looks 
a long way off, as the rhetoric 
heats up on both sides, driven by 
activists who support classifying 
ISPs as common carriers under 
Title II of the Communications 
Act hammering the FCC over is-
sues with online comments, and 
as Democrats pledge a pitched 
battle.

“Democrats and opponents of 
Title II reclassification would be 
better served by working with 
the chairman to shape the new 
rules,” Adonis Hoffman, former 

chief of staff to Democratic 
FCC member Mignon Clyburn, 
said. “The focus should be on 
the common-ground core Open 
Internet principles — no block-
ing, no discrimination, no paid 
prioritization — upon which 
ISPs and others agree.

“We should not forget that 
former chairman Tom Wheeler 
was pushing hard for a ‘hy-
brid’ approach in 2014, which 
incorporated Section 706, before 
President Obama twisted his arm 

to use Title II,” he added. “And 
former Democratic FCC chair-
man Bill Kennard argued for 
‘light touch’ regulation.” 

Pai has said he would welcome 
some help from Congress in 
clarifying the FCC’s broadband 
regulatory authority, but that 
help is not looking likely in the 
near-term.

Some Republican lobbyists 
are pushing for legislation, but 
Democrats are wary. One source 
speaking not for attribution 

said that while communica-
tions lobbyists are viewing the 
issue through a traditional lens, 
Democrats see it as another 
chance to get rolled by Republi-
cans, who are looking to pick off 
just enough Democrats to push 
through a GOP version of a bill.

ISPs may also be wary that they 
can’t push through legislation that 
takes Title II off the table perma-
nently. At the same time, some 
Democrats see their job as to stop 
anything the Trump administra-
tion tries to push through, or to 
protect anything it attempts to 
roll back. Since this administra-
tion is not running business as 
usual, Democrats suggest if the 
lobbyists’ playbook to get nervous 
members of their caucus to the 
table is a Pai proposal, that isn’t a 
winning strategy.

Getting those Democrats 
talking will be a Herculean 
task. They are still stinging from 
the Republican Congressional 
Review Act nullification of the 
FCC’s broadband-privacy rules. 

The GOP’s message from that? 
“If we can roll you, we will,” the 
source said. 

  mememe

D.C. Divisions Threaten Net Solution
Analysis: Democratic lawmakers are wary they’ll get rolled by Republicans
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Protesters like Marie Murphy, picket-
ing FCC headquarters in Washing-
ton, will almost certainly pressure 
Democrats against compromising on 
"light touch" net neutrality rules. 

MEGYN KELLY’S ‘SUNDAY NIGHT’ DEBUTS JUNE 4
NBC news magazine will face off against ‘60 Minutes’ 

SUNDAY NIGHT With Megyn Kelly, 
the new NBC anchor’s evening 
news magazine, debuts June 4 at 
7 p.m. Its timeslot competition will 
be CBS stalwart 60 Minutes.

NBC ran its first promo for 
Sunday Night during NBC Nightly 
News on May 25. “Fresh, sharp 
journalism reporting the stories 
of our time,” is how the NBC News 

site describes the program. 
Kelly will also host the 9 a.m. 

hour for NBC on weekdays.
After a dozen years at Fox 

News Channel, where she an-
chored primetime program The 
Kelly File, Kelly departed for NBC 
News. She’ll also pitch in with 
NBC’s political and major news 
coverage. 

Kelly appeared at NBC’s upfront 
presentation May 15, sauntering 
across the Radio City Music Hall 
stage to join Lester Holt, Matt 
Lauer and Savannah Guthrie. “I’m 
thrilled now to be able to anchor 
the kinds of broadcasts that I’d 
always dreamed I’d be able to do,” 
said Kelly, “that I felt in my heart I 
was born to do.” — Michael Malone

Megyn Kelly at NBC’s upfront  
in New York. 
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 THE WATCHMAN
 Deputy editor Michael Malone’s weekly look at the programming scene

Brady Boy Blessed, Clark Duke ‘Dying’,  
and Hoping WGN America Stays ‘Underground’   
BARRY WILLIAMS, better 
known as Greg Brady, has been 
named host of MeTV’s “The 
Summer of Me,” which starts 
May 29 with a new program-
ming block and sketches and 
promos starring Williams. 

He describes his role as 
“multimedia and multifaceted.” 
The sketches include ones 

where Williams visits Gilligan’s 
Island, meets Ward Cleaver and 
re-enacts his Brady Bunch surf 
wipeout in Hawaii. 

“It’s been a lot of fun,”  
Williams said. 

ALF joins MeTV May 29. The 
summer block also includes 
My Three Sons, The Beverly 
Hillbillies and The Andy Griffith 

Show. 
Williams said 

he doesn’t tire 
of being Greg 
Brady, noting 
how he’s taken 
on a variety 
of projects, 
including musical 
theater, post-The 
Brady Bunch. “I 
feel very blessed 
to have a very 
full and very 
diverse career,” 
he said. 

Also enjoying a diverse career 
is Clark Duke of I’m Dying Up 
Here, which premieres on Show-
time June 4. The series looks 
at the Los Angeles comedy 
scene in the early ’70s. Execu-
tive producer Jim Carrey shares 
anecdotes from his early days 
of standup — including calling a 
Hollywood closet home. Duke 
gets the closet in the show. 

One might think it’s daunt-
ing for a youngish actor such 
as Duke, seen in Hot Tub Time 
Machine, to work alongside 
comedy’s heavy hitters. Duke 
doesn’t see it that way. He and 
Carrey go back to Kick-Ass 2, 
which both starred in, he said. 

“It’s been a pretty easy 
process,” Duke added. “It’s not 
been scary at all.”

The comedian who made 
Duke want to pursue comedy? 
“Chevy Chase was my end-all, 
my be-all,” he said. 

And the folks at WGN 
America’s Underground think 
Aisha Hinds is the end-all, be-
all for her portrayal of Harriet 
Tubman. They hope she gets a 
good look from Emmy voters. 
“Harriet is a crucial person in 
America’s history,” said creator 
Misha Green, “and the incred-
ible work Aisha did to bring 
her spirit to life this season 
deserves Emmy consideration.”

Changing hands with Sinclair 
Broadcast Group’s acquisition of 
Tribune Media (see Distribution, 
page 34), WGN America’s future 
is up in the air. Green says she’s 
“hopeful” for a season three. 
“There are still so many stories 
we want to tell,” she said, “about 
the Underground [Railroad] and 
these characters.” 

Barry Williams

Aisha Hinds stars in WGN America’s Underground.
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FATES AND FORTUNES

EXEC MOVES OF THE WEEK
n WSMV Nashville’s DOREEN WADE is stepping down from her role as VP and GM. 
She has been with WSMV for six years. n (1) THOMAS CARSON will retire as president 
and CEO of TiVo. Carson led Rovi through its merger with TiVo last fall. He has 
been with Rovi for more than 11 years. The company’s board has retained Spencer 
Stuart to assist with the search for a new CEO. n KRIS ANNE MONTEITH was named 
chief of the FCC Wireline Bureau. Monteith had been serving as the bureau’s acting 
chief. She has been with the agency for two decades. n (2) CHRIS WAY will head E.W. 
Scripps’ KTNV in Las Vegas. Way, who has been running the group’s CBS affiliate in 
Omaha, Neb., will start as the Vegas ABC affiliate’s VP and general manager on June 
12. n ILENE DANUFF will head AMC Networks’ new advertising sales division, geared 
toward leveraging the company’s portfolio and partnerships. Danuff will serve as 
senior VP of cross portfolio and partnership sales. AMC also bolstered its sales team, 
naming former Dish Network executive ADAM GAYNOR as VP, advertising and data 
solutions. n TRACEY ROGERS is joining Nexstar’s WKRN Nashville as VP and general 
manager. Rogers, who was most recently GM of WMC in Memphis, got her start in 
broadcasting at Nashville NBC affiliate WSMV. n CBS has extended its deal with 
(3) LES MOONVES. The new pact keeps him on as chairman and CEO of CBS Corp. 
through June 2021. Under the terms, Moonves’ salary will remain the same and he 
will be eligible for performance-based incentives, as well as bonuses.
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STATOF
THEWEEK

308 M
Total number of U.S. homes with  
at least one TV set, according to  
research from the Consumer  
Technology Association. That figure 
accounts for 96% of all homes.
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