
They Said iT!
“There are some 
draconian scenarios 
where some ISPs 
block Netflix. But we 
think it’s very un-
likely, and the most 
likely scenario at least 
in the near-term is 
that there is no real 
change. And the rea-
son is if ISPs, espe-
cially major ISPs, were 
to contemplate block-
ing Netflix or other 
services it will signifi-
cantly fuel the fire for 
more regulation, which 
is not something they 
are interested in.”

—Ted Sarandos, 
chief content officer, 
Netflix, during the 
company’s Jan. 22 
earnings call on the 
recent court decision 

overturning the FCC’s so-called network 
neutrality rules.

“International  
distribution gives  
us the ability to  
develop and grow  
all areas of the televi-
sion business from 
reality and scripted  
to formats and  
acquisitions. We look 
forward to building on 
our current relation-
ships and actively 
growing the business 
internationally.”

—Mark Rafalowski, 
executive VP of DCP 
International, in com-
ments Jan. 23 on Dick 
Clark Productions 
launching a new 
international division, 

which Rafalowski will head.

 “As the entertain-
ment, media, news and 
technology industries 
comingle in new and 
exciting ways, we see 
tremendous potential 
for broadcast news 
talent across every 
conceivable media.” 

—UTA CEO Jeremy 
Zimmer Jan. 22 on 
UTA’s acquisition of  
TV news agency 
N.S. Bienstock, 
the largest agency 

representing TV news talent.
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CTD’s HoT BenCH solD for fall 2014
CBS Television Distribution’s Hot Bench, created by Judge Judy Sheindlin, is a go for fall 
2014. CTD reports it has sold the half-hour strip to TV stations covering 75% of the country.

CTD has secured sales to the CBS Television Stations, Tribune Broadcasting, Sinclair 
Broadcast Group, Cox Media Group, Meredith, LIN Television, Nexstar Broadcasting 
Group, Journal Broadcast Group, Gray Television and Cowles Publishing.

“Good, entertaining court still has a fascination for the public,” Sheindlin told B&C. “I 
think that what will interest people about these three judges is that they all come to the 
show with a perspective.”

The concept combines the current trend of panel talk shows—in which several people 
sit on a couch and chat about the news of the day, à la ABC’s The View, CBS’ The Talk or 
Warner Bros.’ upcoming The Real—with traditional talk.

“Appellate courts in this country form at least one-third of the courts and they are all 
multiple-court benches,” says Sheindlin. “The public has never seen that. Viewers have only 
seen single-judge shows.”

Hot Bench’s trio of judges are Judge Patricia DiMango and attorneys Tanya Acker and Larry Bakman.
Randy Douthit, who has executive produced Judge Judy for the past 14 years, will executive produce Hot Bench as well. 

Sheindlin also will be on hand to guide the show in its early going. —Paige Albiniak

NBC Confident About Sochi Security
NBC Olympics president Gary Zenkel said Jan. 23  
he was confident with the amount and type of  security 
in Sochi, Russia, where terrorists have threatened  
to disrupt next month’s Winter Olympics. That security 
will include background checks for  
all attendees.

NBC is sending some 
2,300 people—there are 
already 900 on site—and 
Zenkel told reporters in a 
conference call that they, too, 
were “overwhelmed and  
comfortable” with the level of 
security measures they were  
subject to and that their morale was 
“as high as a kite.” Zenkel praised  
Russia’s “fantastic cooperation.” 

Zenkel said that in his 10 Olympics he had  
never seen the high level of credentialing, surveil-
lance and resources, including at Summer Games that 
are about three times as large.

NBC Olympics executive producer Jim Bell  
said he would have to wait and see what impact all 
that security would have on the American public’s 
viewing experience. Zenkel said he did not think it 
would adversely affect viewership, noting that Rus-
sian authorities said they would try not to be terribly  
conspicuous. He did not predict what the ratings for 
the Games would be. –John Eggerton

For more, including why NBC is putting  
ice skating on NBC Sports Network, go to  

broadcastingcable.com/Jan28.

To read how Judge Judy came up with the show’s name, go to broadcastingcable.com/Jan28. 

#twitternielsens
Below are the top shows for Jan. 13-19, ranked by unique audience. The audience 
metric derives from the number of distinct Twitter accounts accruing at least 
one impression of one or more different tweets ascribed to a TV episode.

ranK/ProGraM  UnIQUe aUDIenCe* TWeeTs*
1.  20th Annual 

Screen Actors Guild Awards (TNT) ....................... 5,477.8 ...............243.5
2. Pretty Little Liars (ABC Family) ..........................4,780.9 .............. 488.8
3.  The 19th Annual 

Critics’ Choice Movie Awards (The CW) .............. 4,775.8 ................ 115.1
4. American Idol (Fox) ............................................4,722.1 ................275.7
5. The Bachelor (ABC) ............................................ 3,967.1 ................ 172.9

*In thousands  Source: Nielsen

The cast of american Hustle at TnT’s 
20th annual screen actors Guild awards.

sheindlin

“BREAKING: Justin Bieber gets a DUI. In other news: 
Syria, South Sudan, Iran, Central African Republic…” 
@AmbassadorPower, Samantha Power, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations, on the widely-
criticized excessive media coverage of Justin Bieber’s DUI arrest on Jan. 23.
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