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SERVING  VETERANS,  THEIR  FAMILIES  and  the  COMMUNITY 

Hello Comrades, Ladies and Friends of the Post! 

 This September marks a sad milestone in our Na-

tion‟s recent history.  It will be ten years ago this September 

11 that we were attacked by cowardly, radical Muslims who 

hijacked aircrafts full of innocent people and crashed them 

into the two World Trade Center buildings and the Pentagon.  

If not for the courage of a few passengers on still another hi-

jacked plane who realized what was happening, the Capitol 

Building or the White House were a third target.  Those cou-

rageous passengers overpowered their hijackers and crashed 

the plane to a field near Shanksville, Pennsylvania.  They 

gave their lives to save so many who would have died had that 

plane reached its intended target.  Since that day our Nation 

has been on a war footing.  Our military and security services 

have, for the most part, done an excellent job of keeping the 

battle from returning to your Nation‟s soil.  The battle is not 

over and undoubtedly more of our best and brightest will pay 

the price for our freedom.  In whatever way you choose to 

recognize the day that is 9/11, remember to keep in your pray-

ers not only those citizens tragically lost ten years ago, but 

also the many we have lost in the ensuing years. 

 As I am writing this, the VFW National Convention 

in Austin, Texas is barely a week away.  For the first time I 

will be representing our Post at the Convention, along with 

comrade WJ Leonard as a Post Delegate.  In my letter of in-

struction to the Post Delegates attending last year‟s Conven-

tion,  I charged them with, among other things, providing a 

report back to the Post on their activities and votes.  Comrade 

Leonard and I will endeavor to attend all the business meet-

ings and will report back when we return.  It will be my honor 

while there to present our Post‟s donation of $500.00 to the 

VFW National Children‟s Home and to receive the cap of All 

American Commander.  Although I will accept the award, I 

assure you that I do so for the Post, and not for myself.  With-

out the hard work of all those who have „carried my water‟ 

during the past year this would not be possible and there 

would be no award.   

We have several significant dates and events coming 

up.  The Springfield Veteran‟s Bridge Walk is scheduled for 

Tuesday, August 30.  We will all Gather at 7:00 p.m. at the 

intersection of Bland Street and Amherst Avenue (Kinko‟s 

Parking Lot) and march across Veteran‟s Bridge with the Sol-

(Continued on page 2) 

September 2011 

Honoring the Dead By Serving the Living 

The Camaraderie 

Veterans of  Fore ign Wars  of  the  United States  

 

Comrade Aaron Sylvester is greeted by his daughter, Grace, upon his       

return from Afghanistan, July 29, 2011.                                                                  

More homecoming pictures may be seen on page five. 

Post 7327 Serves the 29th Infantry Division 
Submitted by JB Young 

 

     It was a hot and humid August Sunday at Fort Belvoir‟s Castle Park 

and the VFW Post 7327 was there.  The event was the Annual Picnic 

for the 29th Infantry Division, our adopted unit.  Over 250 soldiers and 

family members came 

from within the Com-

monwealth to meet, 

greet, and eat. 

     In June, the Post 

was contacted by the 

29th Division to invite 

us to the picnic.  We 

were asked to display 

the VFW colors, along 

with providing        

(Continued on page 4) 



diers from Fort Belvoir for the rededication of the Community 

Covenant on the ground of the American Legion Post 176.  See 

the flyer in this issue.  We also have the Homecoming party for 

State Commander Charlie Absher and Auxiliary State President 

Robin Milewski, 4:00pm to midnight at Post 9808, 7168 Flag 

Lane, Mechanicsville, Virginia 23111.  All are invited to attend.  

Information on RSVP, hotel arrangements, etc. are available in 

the August General Orders on the State website www.vfwva.org.  

I hope you will plan to attend as entry is free and this should be a 

fun event.   

We are also now gearing up for Veteran‟s Day events 

and the Buddy Poppy drive.  Please plan now to participate in 

Buddy Poppy distribution and events of honor the weekend of 

November 11.  Buddy Poppy is the largest contributor to our Re-

lief Fund which is used to provide charitable support to our Mili-

tary and Veterans, hospital programs, VFW National Children‟s 

Home, and much more. 

  Yours in Comradeship. 
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Commander’s Commentary—continued from page 1 CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

Post Chaplain Wayne Yancey 

 
Hello Comrades and Sisters 

     It saddens me to report that Life Member John Keeling 

passed away peacefully at his home in Oxon Hill, Maryland on 

August 3, 2011.  John‟s wife, Dianne, is also a life member of 

Post 7327 Ladies Auxiliary.  A VFW ceremony was conducted 

in John‟s Honor on August 14, 2011.  John served two tours in 

Vietnam in 1968 and 1969 and retired from the U. S. Army as a 

Colonel in 1986 with 33.5 years of service.  He will receive a 

funeral with full military honors on November 17, 2011.  The 

service will begin at 9:00 am at the Fort Myer Old Post Chapel.  

Interment will follow immediately thereafter in Arlington Na-

tional Cemetery.  Please keep Dianne and family in your 

thoughts and prayers as they go through this difficult time. 

     Comrade George Sweeney returned home from Walter Reed 

Medical Center today after a five day stay.  George underwent 

his fourth round of chemotherapy and recently experienced a 

serious drop in his blood level.  Prior to the treatment, he was 

given a test which revealed that there is still cancer in his body.  

There is less than before but he must undergo additional chemo 

therapy treatments.  Hang in there George, and if there is any-

thing we can do for you please don‟t hesitate to let us know. 

As always, if I can be of assistance to anyone please don‟t    

hesitate to call my home at 703-719-7660 or my cellular at    

703-350-8409. 

Errett “Sonny” Thomas, Life Member and Past All State Post         

Commander of VFW Post 7327, is a Sales and Leasing  Consultant with 

Safford Dodge and Jeep of Springfield.  Sonny  invites you to come see 

him and to have a look at the great  selection of Dodge & Jeep Vehicles.   

A donation of $100 will be made in the name of any VFW Post or  

Auxiliary Member for every new or used vehicle  purchased from    

Sonny.  Please bring in your current membership card with you.   

Call Sonny at 703-866-1700 Office or 703-629-4513 Cell. 

You’re Invited to Not Bake a Cake 

Bakeless Bake Sale 
By Auxiliary Treasurer, Diana Regan 

      

     Ladies, you are invited to NOT bake a cake, pie, cookies or 

brownies. You do NOT have to find the recipe. You do NOT 

have to shop for the ingredients. You do NOT have to mix. You 

do NOT have to cook. You do NOT have to cut. You do NOT 

have to wrap. You do NOT have to wash dishes. You do NOT 

have to clean up your kitchen.   

     Your Auxiliary Sisters are continuing to send in Bakeless 

Bake Sale Donations. We have received a total of $332 from 

Sisters near and far as I prepare this article for the September 

Newsletter! Thanks to the following Sisters for this month‟s 

generous donations: Phebe Payne, Alice Norsworthy, Kathryn 

Mewhorter, Inga Sweeney, Grace O’Donoghue, Monika Sulli-

van, Janne Best, Norma Jean Grefost, Barbara Bucklin, Sam 

Ritchie and Janet Kruck. Ladies, these donations go directly 

into our General Membership Fund which is difficult for us to 

replenish; so the $ are really appreciated.  

     “Ladies Auxiliary VFW Post 7327”, c/o Diana Regan, 4917 

Poplar Drive, Alexandria, VA 22310. 

    

 Auxiliary Chaplain’s Report 
Auxiliary Chaplain Janne Best 

 

 Hello Sisters.  It has been several months since I last 

reported to you and the summer has been mostly uneventful.  It 

is with sadness I report to you Sister Dianne Keeling‟s sudden 

and unexpected loss of her husband John on  August 3.  The 

VFW ritual service for John  was performed by the comrades on 

August 7 and was attended by President Linda Bond, Sisters 

Shirley Norris, Anna Smith and myself.  Please keep our sister 

in your thoughts and prayers at this time of sorrow.   

 

 I also want to ask you to keep Sister Mary Titus in 

your prayers.  Mary has been ill for some time and, at last re-

port, is now under the care of home hospice.   

 

As I have said before, I rely on you to keep me informed of any 

who are ill or in need.  I can be reached at 703-321-7349 or by 

e-mail at bests2@verizon.net.   
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 Greetings Comrades and Sisters,  Hard to believe that it is already the end of August and 

school will be starting for many of our students and family members.  That means that traffic will 

pick again so, please remember to drive slowly and watch out 

for the children. 

 Earlier this month several of the ladies and comrades 

helped with one of our adopted unit‟s family gathering at Ft. 

Belvoir.  This unit will replace the unit that is returning.  We 

served lunch and helped hand out school supplies.  It was ex-

tremely hot, but we made it through the day. 

 Cancer chairman Barb Bucklin still has some of the 

new Cancer pins available.  Please contact Barb if you are inter-

ested in purchasing one.  They are $3.00 each. 

 Sister Janne Best and I packed fifty-eight cases of girls 

scout cookies for our adopted units.  Commander Kelch was on 

hand to assist as well.  We will be mailing them out this week 

along with some other comfort items and snacks. 

 For the second time this summer the ladies spon-

sored one of the Lee District concerts in the park.  By spon-

soring, you provide approximately twelve dozen cookies for 

the patrons.  Sisters Itty, Janne, Lorraine and I were treated 

to an outstanding concert performed by the US Navy Coun-

try Current band.  If you have not heard them before, you 

may want to check out their website or catch them when 

appear next at Lee District Park. 

 We still have some committees (Legislative and 

Youth Activities) that need a chairman; if you are interested, 

please contact me.   You are not required to chair this alone.  

We have some very knowledgeable sisters that will be happy 

to assist you. 

 Membership chairman Diana Regan, is busy trying 

to get our annual member‟s dues renewed for the new year.  

If you have not sent in your membership, please do so a.s.a.p.  Consider life membership and you 

will not have to worry about paying dues each year.  Diana has a schedule of the life membership 

fee and for the first time, National is allowing you to pay in installments.   

 The National Convention is being held in San Antonio, Texas on August 29th through 

September 1 this year.  I am looking forward to attending the conference and bringing back new 

ideas and new challenges for us.  If you have never attended, you may 

want to check it out next year.  It is always very informative and it 

gives you an opportunity to meet many new sisters from the different 

states. 

 As always, we can use your support and your help.  If you 

interested in assisting us in any way, please contact me via email at 

lbond@verizon.net or via telephone on 703-451-1510 (home) 703-

407-3106 (cellphone).  If you can‟t assist, consider joining to help 

support us.  Every member that renews or signs up for the first time 

supports our auxiliary.  We love meeting new sisters and welcome 

new and current to join us in the monthly meeting.  If we can help you 

in any way, please contact us.  We meet the 3rd Monday of each 

month. 

 Remember to pray for our troops. 

 

President Linda Bond and Sister Eleonore 

Smith  were guardians to WWII vets in 

June. 

Ladies Auxiliary serving cookies at the Lee 

District concert in the park.  

District Commander BJ Richardson 

and President Linda Bond attend 

Fairfax City 4th of July parade 

mailto:lbond@verizon.net
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information on our organization.  In addition, the Post coordinator was informed that 

volunteers were needed in order for the troops to partake in the picnic in lieu of work-

ing.  Volunteers were needed to hand out school supplies to the kids attending the pic-

nic, to operate the Kids Play Area with games, to cook hamburgers and hot dogs, and to 

serve the food.  Fifteen Post and Auxiliary members responded, giving the 29th Division 

75 hours of volunteer time.  The Post also donated $250 to the Family Readiness Group 

to help defray the cost of the event.   

 A special thanks to those volunteers!  The picnic was postponed from the July 

23rd date because of the heat (105 degrees).  The new August 7th was a little cooler, 99 

degrees.  Auxiliary President Linda Bond said after working several hours serving food, 

“Boy, it was hot!”  JB Young, event coordinator responded, “At least it was cooler than 

the original date.”  

 

Upcoming 29th ID Support Opportunity 

 

 On the afternoon of 12 September (time to 

be determined) our Post has been requested to be 

present at the Yellow Ribbon going away ceremony 

for an element of the 29th Infantry Division. We 

will be manning the Post tent with snacks for the guests and handing 

out VFW membership information, as well as attending the         

ceremony in the stands so we can watch the ceremony.  

 All Post Members are encouraged to attend and to show the 

Post's support by wearing your VFW Service Cap or other VFW 

identifying item. The 29th Infantry Division is one of our Adopted 

Units and a strong show of support for the deploying Soldiers and 

their families would be great. Please plan to attend. Additional de-

tails will be forwarded by E-mail. 



September 2011 

Page 5 

 Rules & Rituals in the Spotlight  
By Post Commander Gary Kelch  

 

 Comrades, it is important for each of us to be 

familiar with the Congressional Charter, By-Laws, 

Manual of Procedure and Ritual of our Order.  These 

are the rules by which we operate our organization 

and from which the rules and By-laws for operation 

and management of the Post are derived.  Any Com-

rade can purchase a copy through the VFW Store as 

item number 4108 Special Podium Edition of the  

Combined Congressional Charter By-Laws, and Ritu-

al.  These are updated each year based on the Amend-

ments voted at the VFW National Convention.   

 In this edition of The Camaraderie, I will 

address Section 203 – Regular, Special and Commit-

tee Meetings; Quorum; and Authorized Attendees.  

This is the section which requires that we hold at one 

„regular meeting‟ each month.  A regular meeting 

being a meeting held at a regularly scheduled or an-

nounced time where all Members in good standing 

can attend and directly participate in the business of 

the Post.  In our case, the Post By-Laws call for a 

meeting to be held on the third Monday of each 

month at 8:00 p.m. This meeting can be temporarily 

moved for a particular date to accommodate holidays 

or other competing schedules by majority vote of the 

members present at a regular meeting.  Special meet-

ings for emergent or emergency situations can be 

called for several reasons called out in the Manual of 

Procedures so long as the requirements for prior noti-

fication of the membership are met.   

 Our By-Laws also address the meetings and 

responsibilities of the Executive Board.  The Execu-

tive Board, consisting of the Post elected and appoint-

ed Officers and committee chairman meets the first 

Monday of every month at 8:00 p.m.  This meeting 

addresses much of the normal business of the Post 

and identifies those items which need to be brought 

before the Membership at a regular meeting.  Execu-

tive Board meetings are open to all Members in good 

standing, but Members may participate (speak) only 

at the discretion of the Commander and have no vote.  

 At any regular or special meeting a quorum 

of voting members is required for the transaction of 

business.  Our Post By-Laws do not set a number for 

a quorum, so by default the minimum of Members in 

good standing required by the Congressional Charter, 

five Members, constitutes a quorum for regular, spe-

cial and Executive Board meetings.  Visiting Mem-

bers (from other VFW Posts) or a quest may attend 

these meetings with the approval of the Post Com-

mander.  The visiting member or guest shall have no 

voice unless recognized by the Post Commander 

(such as a guest speaker) and shall have no voting 

privileges. 

 

 

 

 

Comrades, 

  

 Each year your Post is honored to participate in the VFW Nation-

al Program for recognition of outstanding public service by our Police, 

Fire and EMS personnel. Using the VFW Chairman's Manual for Safety 

and Recognition and our Post Procedure Guide (PG-1) (both attached) we 

solicit candidates from local Police Stations and Firehouses for judging 

and selection of award. Our local Post award winners are further entered in 

State and National VFW competition for awards at those levels. 

  

 It is important for our Post to recognize and award the outstand-

ing performance of our local Police, Fire and E MS personnel who protect 

our community each day. Such programs are key to our Post's involvement 

in the community and to how our neighbors in the community view our 

Post and the VFW organization. 

  

 Each year a volunteer is needed for Chairman of this important 

Program and I am asking if you would be willing to be that volunteer. As 

Program Chairman you will receive the support of the Post and assistance 

from Comrades who have been involved with this Program in the Past. For 

just a few hours investment during the next few months to solicit inputs, 

review and judge the candidates, and execute the awards you will make a 

positive impact on the professionals providing these services and our Post's 

exposure in our community. 

  

 If you are interested in volunteering just a few hours of your time 

or would like more information, please contact me.  Home: 703-644-8485, 

Cell: 703-463-0264, gkelch@cox.net, Commander Gary Kelch. 

Friends, family, co-workers, Comrades, and Auxiliary Sisters were on 

hand to welcome home SFC Aaron Sylvester.  Aaron returned from 

Afghanistan July 29.  The Sylvester Family is thankful to all of you for 

your support over the last year! 
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 It is that time of year again when we send letters to local public and private 

schools asking them to participate in our Patriot‟s Pen, Voice of Democracy and 

Teacher of the Year programs.  Patriot‟s Pen is a written essay (not to exceed 400 

words) and is open to 6th through 8th grades. This year‟s theme is “Are you Proud of 

Your Country?”  Voice of Democracy is writing and recording a broadcast script 

(not to exceed 5 minutes on a CD, no DVD‟s ) and is open to all 9th through 12th 

grades.  This year‟s theme is “Is There Pride in Serving in Our Military?”  Teacher of the Year is open to 

all grade levels.  Teachers who promote citizenship education can be nominated by the school, PTA, a friend 

or a student.  You can also nominate someone you feel should be recognized for promoting citizenship edu-

cation and be considered for this award.   

 If you have a school aged child, grandchild, friend; encourage them to participate in these programs.  

Ask the schools if they have received our information.  These programs are approved by all Fairfax County 

Schools.  All students that participate in the programs receive a Certificate of Participation.  You may get 

additional information and a brochure by visiting http://www.vfw.org/Community/Programs/ or request it 

from your local Post or Auxiliary. 

 

 Prizes and scholarships are awarded at local, district, state and national levels.  The national first-

place award for Voice of Democracy is a $30,000 scholarship.   The national first place award for Patriot‟s 

Pen is a $10,000 savings bond and the top 45 national winners receive a $1,000 savings bond.  The deadline 

for these programs is November 1st.   

Earthquake— Hurricane— Are you prepared for whatever may come next? 
 

You may need to survive on your own after an emergency. This means having your own food, water, and other supplies in suffi-

cient quantity to last for at least three days. Local officials and relief workers will be on the scene after a disaster, but they cannot 

reach everyone immediately. You could get help in hours, or it might take days. In addition, basic services such as electricity, gas, 

water, sewage treatment, and telephones may be cut off for days, or even a week or longer. 

 

Ready.gov recommends you Get a Kit, Make a Plan, and  Be Informed 

 

Recommended Items to Include in a Basic Emergency Supply Kit: 
 

- Water, one gallon of water per person per day for at least three days, for drinking and sanitation  

- Food, at least a three-day supply of non-perishable food  

- Battery-powered or hand crank radio and a NOAA Weather Radio with tone alert and extra batteries for both  

- Flashlight and extra batteries.  

- First aid kit  

- Whistle to signal for help  

- Dust mask, to help filter contaminated air and plastic sheeting and duct tape to shelter-in-place  

- Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties for personal sanitation  

- Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities  

- Can opener for food (if kit contains canned food)  

- Local maps 

- Cell phone with chargers, car chargers for cell phones 

- Prescription medications and glasses  

 

 

Having  a Family Emergency Plan, a Plan to Stay or Go, and knowing the risks in your area are also key to preparedness.  More 

information is available at Ready.Gov.  Preparedness is a shared responsibility, are you prepared for what may come next? 



Join Us for the 
10th Annual  

Springfield Community BridgeWalk 
 

Tuesday, August 30, 2011 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Featuring an Army Community  

Covenant Rededication Ceremony 
A salute to those who serve 

 
  7:00pm  Gather at the intersection of Bland Street    
   and Amherst Avenue (FedEx’s Parking Lot) 

 
  7:30pm   Walk across Veteran’s Bridge to American Legion Plaza 
   for an old fashioned community celebration with music 
   by the Kings Park Concert Band, complimentary   
   refreshments, prizes and fun for all! 

 
For more information call Supervisor McKay’s office: 703-971-6262 

 

We are pleased to help sponsor this event.  Please join us if you are available! 
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Phone: 555-

555-5555 

Fax: 555-555-

Post Hours of Operation—Tuesday - Sunday 11:30 AM - 8:00 PM 

 

Upcoming Events and Activities 

 

Mark your calendars and get involved! 

August 27-September 1, National Convention, San Antonio, TX 

August 30, Tenth Annual Springfield Bridge Walk, 7-9 pm 

September 10, Department Commander Charlie and President Robin’s Home-

coming, VFW Post 9808, Mechanicsville, Virginia 

 Sept 11 – Patriot Day, Tenth Anniversary of 9-11 

 Sept 16th – POW-MIA Recognition Day, fly your POW flag 

September 17—Constitution Day and Citizenship Day 

 Sept 19 – General Membership Meeting, Ladies 7:30 pm, Comrades 8:00 pm 

 Oct 28– Ladies Auxiliary Statue of Liberty Celebration - New York, bus leaves from Washington, DC 

  

VFW BINGO – every Thursday and Friday night at Greater Springfield Fire Department 

Early Birds begin at 7:00 pm 

 

VFW Post 7327 

8350 - F Terminal Road 

Lorton, Virginia  22079 

The  Friendliest  VFW  Post  in  Virginia 

Web Site:  www.vfwPost7327.org 

e-mail:  info@vfwPost7327.org 

703-541-3139  Phone 

703-541-0641  Fax 

 
Annual Membership 

Dues are now needed! 

Please do not delay 

and secure your 2012 

membership now! 

 


