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Our 2018 exceptional
partners:

 Alp & Dell Cheese Store
 Alpine Slicing & Cheese Conversion
 Baumgartner Cheese Store
 Chalet Cheese Co-op
 Colony Brands, Inc.
 Darlington Dairy Supply
 Dave and Glenda Buholzer
 Ron and Sue Buholzer
 Steven and Thea Buholzer
 David Webster
 Decatur Cheese Co-op
 Decatur Dairy
 Douglas Mayer Transport
 Emmi Roth USA, Tim Omer
 Foreign Type Cheesemakers
Assn.
 Terry Goetz
 Klondike Cheese Co.
 Lake Country Dairy
 Maple Leaf Cheese Co-op
 Maple Leaf Cheesemakers,
Inc.
 Mill Creek Cheese
 Precision Drive & Control
 R. Mueller Service and
Equipment Co. Inc
 Regez Supply Co. Inc
 Bill, Carolyn Robichaux
 Roelli Cheese Factory
 Sargento Foods Inc.
 Silver Lewis Cheese Co-op
 Super 8, Monroe
 B & L Steinmann Trucking
 Valley View Cheese Co-op
 Vilutis and Company
 Wengers Springbrook
Cheese, Inc.
 Wis. Swiss & Limburger Producers
 Wis. Cheese Makers Assn.
 Woodford State Bank
 Gail and Chuck Zeitler

“Cheese Is Our
Culture”

December, 2018
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A Publication of the National Historic Cheesemaking Center

A new role
for me, and
many thanks

The Whey It Was
With President Dave

This will be my last monthly column as I will be stepping down as President of NHCC and turning duties over to Jim Glessner. Jim has the skill set and
expertise to continue the progress we have made at NHCC since John Bussman
was our first President in 1994. I will continue to serve on the board as Past
President and I am looking forward to all the new things to come.
A lot has happened since my first year on the NHCC Board of Directors in 2010. That was the year the Imobersteg Cheese Factory was moved to
the NHCC campus. This was accomplished because of the generosity of Arnold
Imobersteg in donating the building and equipment to NHCC. We had a very
successful fundraising effort and many discounted and in kind services donated
by local contractors and volunteers.
Also in 2010 NHCC purchased a new trailer for our cream puff and
grilled cheese sandwich fundraisers. The old one was on its last leg, or should I
say wheel, at that time. I was appointed chairman of the fundraising committee
and immediately recruited my wife, Glenda, to help me out. I could not have
done it without her because I am sure she wound up doing most of the work.
Since then we have partnered with Boy Scout Troop 180 who operate the trailer
at the Farmers Markets in downtown Monroe when we are not using it and they
also work with us during Cheese Days. It is a good relationship and makes
money for both organizations.
(Continued on page 2 )

REMINDER DATES
Dec. 10

Annual Christmas Party at
Turner Hall, 5 p.m.

Jan. 2, 2019

Regular meeting, 5 p.m.
Turner Hall
Volume 11, Issue 10
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There have also been many other projects I am proud of, including the Master Cheesemaker brick walkway, new roof and west side handicap entrance on the Depot Building, fresh landscaping and many more upgrades. We have also added Assistant Director Deb Briggs to help Donna Douglas on the management team. We
have some new members on the board of directors and our committees have been very active.
I need to thank all the past and present volunteers, committee members and board members who have
made the growth of NHCC possible. We also need to remember all the people who have passed but left a part of
their legacy with us.
Changes at Klondike
Along with our plant expansion here at Klondike, we are planning to move our Sales and Marketing department into what once was the house above the original cheese factory. My Grandparents, Ernest and Marie
Buholzer, moved here in 1925 when Dad was two years old. Dad and his brother Bob grew up here as I did along
with my brothers Ron and Steve. Ron and his wife Sue also raised their family at Klondike.
I was very young at the time but I remember when the pack room was remodeled into a fourth bedroom,
utility room and bathroom. Before this the only bathroom was downstairs which was not very handy. There are
many memories of Christmases, birthdays, roller skating around the cheese kettles and riding bicycle in the cellar in
the winter.
I feel very fortunate to be here today with our fourth generation taking over the management duties. We
have some fifth generation working at the plant and a few showing interest in joining us when they are finished
with their education. We will welcome them.

Business and Supporting Members
Badger State Propane, Inc
Bartels Sandblasting
Boar’s Nest – Rufer Family
Bowen Oil Company
David & Jean Busker
City of Monroe
Curran’s Cheese Plant, Inc
Deppeler Wood Shop
Mike & Audrey Reinbeck
Gary & Corie Grossen
Gibbsville Cheese Co.
Jim Glessner
Gile Cheese, LLC
Ron Goecke
Nate & Joanne Hare
Terry & Mary Ann Hanna
Henning Cheese
Jim & Anita Huffman
Greg & Julie Knoke
Shirley Knox & Paul Peterson
L & S Truck Service & Towing, Inc Virgil & Carol Leopold
Maple Leaf Sales
Peter & Sandra Milfred
Bruce and Judy Meier
Jim & Donna Mueller
Northside Fried Cheese
Myron & Geri Olson
Pine River Pre-Pack Inc.
Bill & Marilyn Ross
Rural Insurance – Mike Hutchinson
Daniel W & Ann Stearns
Steinmann Consulting, LLC – Mark Steinmann
Synqronus
Taylor Cheese Corp.
Widmer’s Cheese Cellars
Wisconsin Bank and Trust
Wisconsin Cheese Group, LLC
Wisconsin Dairy State Cheese Co – Mike Moran
Zwygart Family Partnership
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The annual Stettler Christmas saga

Ho, Ho, Ho,
And a White Christmas, too!
So, it was a cold December morning and I had just gotten to work, when Bernard, Santa’s main
man, shows up on a mission for Mrs. Claus. Apparently, Mrs. Claus wants to give gift boxes to all her
Christmas helpers. I told him to have her figure out how many she wanted and let me know what she
wanted in them.

As you may have guessed, Santa likes to shop at Decatur Dairy.
About a week later, on a Saturday morning, just at the crack of dawn, this loud, red Dodge Challenger shows up
in my driveway. I came out of the factory to see Santa sitting in the seat of a custom Hellcat, 800 horses with custom jingle bell seats (I will let you figure out what they look like) and the Bernard “custom” GPS.
Santa jumps out of the car and was going to do a “HO, HO, HO”, but I told him it was a little too early in the
season for that. Santa told me he was personally delivering Mrs. Claus’ gift box order. I took a look at the order and realized I had just about everything on the list, with the exception of a whole bunch of cheese spreads that Mrs. Claus wanted.
I couldn’t help but wonder…what could she possibly need that many cheese spreads for, maybe stocking stuffers???
Now, I told Santa that I just didn’t have that many cheese spreads on hand, but I certainly knew someone who
did. I got on the phone to give my buddy, Phil Lindemann, a call. I didn’t really tell him the whole story, I just said, “I
have a really big order” and asked him if he would check his inventory to see what he could do. The whole time, Santa is
whispering, “Tell him we are coming. Tell him we are coming.” So, I tell Phil we would be up and Phil said that would
take too long. He had plans with his wife, Mary. I had to fib just a touch, and told him I was close by, knowing that Santa
had an 800 horse Dodge and probably a Bernard installed Christmas Travel Button.
Santa runs out to the car and told me I could drive. Getting in the car, I asked him about the red Mercedes in his
commercials and why he was now in a Dodge. His reply was, “St. Nick in a Hellcat! I just had to do it!” Firing up the
Hellcat and buckling in with the custom leather seat belts, I shoved the pedal to the floor and smoked the tires, as he always does, as we left the factory. Pulling out on the road, Santa hits the Christmas Travel Button and we leave the road
and begin to fly towards the Pine River Pre-Pack in Newton, WI.
As I am trying to figure out how to handle the flying car, Santa asks who we are going to see in Newton. I told
him “Phil and Mary Lindemann.” Santa then calls upon Bernard, who pops up in the back seat. Santa says, “Remember
Phil Lindemann and the stocking stuffers mix-up?” Bernard thought for a minute and then said, “Oh crap, you know this
guy? Does he like Guinness beer, by chance?” I replied, “Well yeah, that is Phil’s beer of choice.” Now Santa begins to
tell me how Bernard slipped a Guinness in 12-year-old Phil’s stocking, thinking that Santa had given him root beer. By
the time they figured it out, it was morning. Not hearing about any issues, they let it go, thinking maybe his parents had
found it sticking out of his stocking first…but, considering his love of Guinness, maybe that was not the case!
Getting close to Newton, I remarked, “We have to get down on Pine River Rd.” Santa agreed as he remarked,
“Oh my, I sent Bernard back to Pine River Road once, to retrieve a hat that fell out of my bag years ago, while delivering
gifts to the Lindemann’s. Bernard said he was too late and the hat was already gone, I hear Mary is collecting them now!”
I laughed and said, “Yes, Mary does have a few hats in her collection and we will probably see one when we meet her.”
Getting close to the Lindemann’s, Santa hits the Christmas Travel Button and down we go. Landing right in
front of the factory and sliding up to the door, the Lindemann’s greet us and welcome us to Pine River Pre-Pack. Santa
shakes their hands and introduces himself as Kris and Bernard as Bernie. Phil asks why our tires seem to be a little hot.
Santa just mumbles, “Oh, well, ya know, Steve was driving!” We head to the conference room and Mary, wearing a bright
red hat, has a spread all set up for us. Santa samples everything, loving all of it, but decides on Aged Asiago and Sharp
Cheddar for Mrs. Claus’ gift boxes. He comments that it looked like they actually used aged cheddar!
Kris, or Santa, whichever you prefer, jumps up and says, “Let’s head to the Smiling Moose Saloon. You can’t
leave Newton without a visit to the Moose.” Bernard mumbles, “Oh boy, he should never leave the pole!” As we walk
out the door, it has snowed and the roads seem a bit slick. Santa says he will drive. Mary, Bernard and I jump in the back
and Phil is the co-pilot up front with Santa. We spin our way into Newton and pull up to the Smiling Moose Saloon.
(Continued on Page 4)
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Ho, Ho, Ho

from page 3

Heading into the Moose, Santa goes over to the jukebox and discovers there is no Christmas music. He snaps his
fingers and Christmas music starts playing. Phil was amazed and orders a round of Guinness. Then, Mary kind of figures
out who we are with, and starts shaking her head and laughing.
Bernard comes running in and says, “We got to go, it is snowing way too hard!” We all walk outside and Santa
tells Bernard to call in the troops. Bernard opens the trunk and yells, “Tire crew!” Four elves jump out, jack up the car,
yank off the tires and pull out two big, wide snow tires and zip them on, as they just happened to have an impact with
them! Santa tells us, “Those guys are remarkable; you should see what they can do with a sleigh!”
Santa tells Phil and Mary, “I got to go, hope you can make it home.” Mary looks at Santa and assures him they
would be just fine, as Phil may need one more Guinness.
Santa jumps behind the wheel, and I jump in quick, as he usually leaves me behind. Bernard was already in the
back seat. Santa fires up the Hellcat and away we go! We shoot down through the main street, spin around and head back
towards the Moose. As we approach the Saloon, Santa rolls down his window and yells to the Lindemann’s, “We will get
you an order ready and pick it up on the 23rd. Have a Merry Christmas!”
With that, I hit the Christmas Travel Button and we shoot up out of town. And of course, what do Phil and
Mary hear as we take off? Why, Bing Crosby’s “I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas” of course.

Santa always has to have his window down and radio blaring!
Dedicated to the loved ones we have lost…

Merry Christmas from The Stettler’s!!!
And of course, also from

l Culture, Curds and Cheesey Chatter 5

Shop the Milk House Gift Shop.
The Milk House Gift Shop will be open on Friday,
Dec. 7 and 14th from 9-11:00 a.m. for your convenience. Call
Donna’s cell 608.214.8566 to browse the Gift Shop.
Listed below are a few of the items we have to offer.
Hand Crafted Wooden Cutting Boards
“Cheese & Crackers” Drink Coasters
“Cheesey” Jewelry
Wisconsin Ceramic Mugs
Designer Note Cards
Stocking Stuffers – Cheese Slicers, Magnets, Cheese Days
Buttons
Books, Books, Books;
Baumgartner’s – A History in Words and Pictures
Cheese Country – History of Dairy & Cheese Industry in Green
County
Series of Six Local Mystery Novels - William Ross
Jerry Apps Books
Swiss Colony Books – Jim Glessner

PLEASE CLIP FOR REFERENCE
National Historic Cheesemaking Center
P O Box 516
Monroe, Wisconsin 53566
Website: www.nationalhistoriccheesemakingcenter.org

*Please note that we are listed in the Monroe TDS phone book
under “Green County Welcome Center”

Email address: info@greencountywelcomecenter.org
YouTube: Seek National Historic Cheesemaking Center Channel

Phone: 608-325-4636
Fax: 608-325-4647

lCulture, Curds and Cheesey Chatter Page 6

SEPPI AWARD—At Volunteer dinner, Jim Huffman was presented the “Seppi award” which annually is presented to the volunteer of the year. In left photo, Jim is with President Dave Buholzer; right photo with assistant director Deb Briggs, who ably acted as emcee for the festive evening.
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Limburger Special—Fritz Kopp,
center, joined by Rudy Kaderly,
right, presented their version
of a new “ditty”, related to
Limburger being transported
by train, to the delight of the
80 plus volunteers !
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Eating one slice of cheese a
day has been linked to lower
rates of cardiovascular disease and mortality, in a study
published in The Lancet.
GETTY IMAGES

Photo below: while cleaning his office,
your editor found this missive that was
sent to his home, rather than the
NHCC. Just a holiday reminder of what
we are all about!

National Historic
Cheesemaking Center
Minutes of Nov. 7, 2018
meeting
Meeting called to order
at 4:59 p.m. by President Dave.
Secretary’s report approved on motion of
Fritz, second by Steve,
with one correction:
change name of Stateline Gutter to Tri State.
C.
Treasurer’s report submitted by Deb approved: Motion Henry;
second Jo Ann. C
Donna’s October report will be in the December Culture.
l

Committee reports:
Archives: Fritz and Jo
Ann explained the slow
input of items to Past
Perfect software. Jo
Ann further explained
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Happy
Holidays!
Dave Buholzer, president
Henry Tschanz, vice president
Steve Stettler, past president
Jim Glessner, secretary
Fayth Block, treasurer
Directors: Jo Ann Schwitz
Fritz Kopp
Jim Huffman
Donna Douglas, Ex. Dir.
Deb. Briggs, Asst. Dir

the hand input of key reference words.
Video interviews: Dave indicated Virgil Leopold was retiring as interviewer, but Don Sorn was searching
for a replacement. Deb indicated that 8 USB’s were sent to Computer Know How for our U Tube site.
Bricks: Jean indicated the last bricks (6) of the year were being picked up Nov. 8.; then be installed.
Website: Hours of operation on Trip Advisor and GreenCounty.org. Org were incorrect and would be
changed.
West Entrance Rail: Following recommendation of the Board of Directors, approval was given for proceeding with the low bid of Burchard Welding LLC. Motion to approve: Jim Huffman; second Steve, C.
Jim G. was to follow up with a Monroe Fund grant application in the spring.
Jean reported on grounds landscaping improvement after the walkway installation with several new trees
planted.
Assistant Director’s wage increase, recommended by Board, to $14 per hour, retroactive to Oct. 1, was
approved on motion by Fritz; second by Henry. C.
Adjournment was at 6:02 p.m. with motion by Fritz, second by Henry.
Members present: Deb. Briggs, Jo Ann Schwitz, Fritz Kopp, Donna Douglas, Jim Huffman, Fayth Block,
Steve Stettler, Ken Klassey, Dave Buholzer, Jim Glessner, Jean Tullett, Henry Tschanz, Anita Huffman,
Glenda Buholzer, Helen Stauffer, Millie Stauffer, and Helen Locher.
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NATIONAL HISTORIC CHEESEMAKING CENTER, INC.
2019 Membership Form
The National Historic Cheesemaking Center, Inc. is a 501c3 non-profit corporation dedicated to education and preservation of information and artifacts about the history of cheesemaking in America, extending back to the “old world.”
NAME_________________________________________________________________
SPOUSE________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________
CITY_____________________________________STATE_________ZIP_____________
HOME PHONE_____________________________ALTERNATE/CELL_______________
E-MAIL ADDRESS________________________________________________________
(PLEASE CHOOSE ONE)
_____INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP
$15.00
_____FAMILY MEMBERSHIP
$25.00
_____$50.00
Business & Supporting Membership-Level 1
_____$100.00
Business & Supporting Membership-Level 2
_____$200.00
Business & Supporting Membership-Level 3
_____SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP (ANNUAL)
$500.00
NOTE: Checks may be made payable to “NHCC” and mail along with this form to:
National Historic Cheesemaking Center
PO Box 516
Monroe, WI 53566
Thank you for your consideration

Closing for the season—below, Ed Kaderly and
Fritz Kopp take a breather from readying the Imobersteg Factory for winter. Right, Bill Schmid and
son, Mike, power washed the old milk wagon to rid
it of grime and it will be sealed in the spring.

__

__
l

National Historic
Cheesemaking Center
P.O. Box 516
Monroe WI 53566
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Return Service Requested

The National Historic Cheesemaking
Center is a tribute to those who have
gone before...and is dedicated to the
hard work and sacrifices of all those in
the dairy industry who have made this
area of southern Wisconsin and northern Illinois internationally famous.
The unique center recalls the
rich heritage of the area and is illustrative of the lively cheese industry which
still flourishes today.
………Recalling an era that was,
And will never be again!

IMOBERSTEG CHEESE FACTORY

National
Historic Cheesemaking
Center
2108 6th Avenue
Monroe WI 53566

