NASHVILLE AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

TENNESSEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND
NASHVILLE METROPOLITAN COUNCIL

The Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce facilitates community leadership to create
economic prosperity. Through partnerships with our members and elected officials, we
work to ensure that business needs are a top consideration when policy decisions are made.

2 0 1 4 L E G I S L AT I V E S C O R E C A R D
The Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce facilitates community
leadership to create economic prosperity. Through partnerships
with our members and elected officials, we work to ensure
that business needs are a top consideration when policy
decisions are made.

R E G I O N A L PA R T N E R S H I P
STRENGTHENS BUSINESS
VOICE
Nashville Area Chamber members are joined by Rutherford
County, Robertson County and Hendersonville Area
Chamber members in our advocacy efforts by participating

M A K I N G YO U R B U S I N E S S VO I C E C O U N T

in our annual policy survey and contacting their
representatives through Middle Tennessee Business Voice

The Chamber values our partnership with elected officials as we work together to create jobs

(midtnbusinessvoice.com), our online advocacy tool that

and build communities. Every year, the Chamber’s board of directors adopts a legislative

allows businesses to learn about current legislative issues

agenda based on issues identified by our members in our annual policy survey. We then share

and directly contact their elected officials on issues that

this agenda with state and local elected officials.

need business input.

Throughout the year, we work to provide information to our members and advocate as a collective business voice for Middle Tennessee. We are pleased to share our 2014 Legislative Scorecard, which reports how our elected leaders have voted in the past year in four policy areas:
• An environment where business can prosper;
• Talent development of the region’s workforce;

With Rutherford County, Robertson County and Hendersonville Area Chamber members as advocacy partners of
the Nashville Area Chamber, we collectively represent the
interests of more than 5,000 Middle Tennessee businesses in
the Tennessee General Assembly.

• Quality of life that attracts and retains residents and workers; and
• Regional efforts to ensure economic prosperity.

In order to create an environment where your business can succeed and
the region can prosper, we help our members engage in policy decisions
that directly impact your business:
• Listen: Our annual policy survey allows us to listen to members about their business needs.
• Inform: Our annual legislative agenda provides information about legislative issues
important to business.
• Report: Our annual legislative scorecard reports the impact made through our advocacy efforts.

T H A N K YO U TO O U R A DVO C AC Y
MEMBERS FOR SPEAKING OUT AND
MAKING A DIFFERENCE.
• Nearly 600 individuals representing more than 350
member companies have sent messages since Middle
Tennessee Business Voice was launched in 2012.

• Influence: Middle Tennessee Business Voice offers members a direct way to influence
policy decisions.

• This year, members sent more than 22,000 individual
messages, a 478 percent increase over the previous year.
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C H A M B E R L E G I S L AT I V E P R I O R I T I E S

ISSUES

ACT ION

Preserving judicial selection
Impact-to-business analysis
Medicaid expansion

AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE
BUSINESS CAN PROSPER

Unemployment insurance tax
Employer and property owner rights
Emergency communications
Statewide minimum wage
Municipal annexation

Common Core State Standards
PARCC Assessment
Staying the course on teacher evaluations
School vouchers

TA L E N T D E V E L O P M E N T O F
T H E REGION’S WORK FORCE

Appropriations bill - dual enrollment
Tennessee Promise
In-state tuition
Charter school accountability
Statewide charter school authorizer

Took action supporting
Chamber position
Took action opposing

Q UA L I T Y O F L I F E T H AT AT T R A C T S A N D
R E TA I N S R E S I D E N T S A N D WO R K E R S

Preserving the federal role in immigration

Chamber position or failed to
pass legislation supporting
Chamber position

REGIONAL EFFORTS TO ENSURE
ECONOMIC PROSPERITY

Expanding mass transit
Transparent development and zoning policies

No definitive action on this
issue or no action recorded
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AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE BUSINESS CAN PROSPER

Preserving Judicial Selection
Since 1994, Tennessee’s appellate and Supreme Court judges have been nominated by a state commission, appointed by the governor, and are then subject to a
yes/no retention vote by the electorate every eight years. This process was interrupted in 2013, when the General Assembly failed to reauthorize the Judicial
Nominating Commission. In 2013, the General Assembly approved a constitutional amendment that must be approved by a majority of the state’s voters on the
November 2014 ballot to put in place a revised system that keeps Tennessee’s appellate and Supreme Court judges out of the partisan election cycle.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support the establishment of a mechanism

SB 1896/HB 1767 (Bell/Rogers) proposed to allow appel-

The legislature took action supporting the

to fill judicial vacancies that keeps Tennes-

late and Supreme Court judges to be selected through a

Chamber’s position. The bill failed for lack of a

see’s appellate judges out of the partisan

popular election if voters did not approve a constitution-

motion in the House Civil Justice Subcommit-

political cycle.

al amendment in November 2014 that would enable the

tee on March 12. For this reason, this issue is

governor to appoint appellate judges who would then

not included in the individual vote count.

be confirmed by the legislature and subject to a yes/no
retention election by voters in the state. The Chamber
opposed this bill.

Impact-to-Business Analysis
The Tennessee General Assembly’s Fiscal Review Committee prepares fiscal notes for all legislation analyzing and describing a bill’s impact on government
expenditures and revenues. Currently, impact-to-commerce statements, which consider the impact proposed legislation has on businesses and jobs within
Tennessee, are prepared for bills assigned to certain committees.
Chamber Position

Status

Support the successful implementation and

No bills were filed relative to impact-to-commerce analysis on fiscal notes in 2014. For this reason, this

expansion of “impact-to-commerce” analysis

issue is not included in the individual vote count. In fall 2013, the Chamber worked with legislative lead-

on fiscal notes.

ership and the Fiscal Review Committee to ensure that the new process was implemented, successfully
honoring the intent of legislation passed during the 2013 legislative session by Sen. Bill Ketron and Rep.
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Bill Summary

Mark White. During the 2014 legislative session, hundreds of bills received this additional analysis.

No bills relative to the impact-to-commerce

Legislation that underwent this analysis and became law in 2014 will have a net positive impact of $45

analysis were filed in 2014.

million to businesses in Tennessee.

Medicaid Expansion
As a result of the 2010 federal Affordable Care Act (ACA), Medicaid eligibility was expanded on January 1, 2014 to include individuals between the ages of 19
and 65 earning less than $15,415 (138 percent of the federal poverty level). For a family of four, the income eligibility would be approximately $31,000. A 2012
Supreme Court ruling affirmed that the ACA allows states to choose whether to participate in the law’s Medicaid expansion. Last year, Gov. Haslam proposed
a “Tennessee Plan,” which would use federal dollars to purchase private health insurance for those who would be eligible under a TennCare expansion and
require legislative approval for its continuation beyond 2017. State and federal officials are still attempting to reach agreement on the details of the governor’s
Tennessee Plan.
Chamber Position

expand Medicaid, according to the ACA. No bills

Status

Support Medicaid expansion through Gov.

were filed to expand Medicaid according to the

SB 804/HB 937 passed the full House on Feb-

Haslam’s Tennessee Plan to prevent in-

proposed Tennessee Plan, which would use fed-

ruary 24 and passed the full Senate on March

creased health care costs to business.

eral dollars to purchase private health insurance

27. The Chamber was neutral on this bill. For

for those who would be eligible under a Tenn-

this reason, this issue is not included in the

Bill Summary

Care expansion; incorporate co-pays for those

individual vote count.

Multiple bills were filed to authorize or prohibit

who can afford them; work with providers to

the governor from expanding Medicaid (Tenn-

lower costs and move to a payment system based

Care) under the Affordable Care Act. SB 804/

on health outcomes; and include a sunset provi-

HB 937 (Kelsey/Durham) requires approval of

sion after federal funding is no longer available

the General Assembly before the governor can

at 100 percent of cost.

Unemployment Insurance Tax
The Tennessee Department of Labor determines an employer’s unemployment insurance tax rate every six months based on two components: the balance of
the Unemployment Compensation Trust Fund and the unemployment claims experience of each sector within the North American Industrial Classification
System (NAICS). Currently, businesses that relocate and are new to Tennessee are faced with a 2.7 percent “new employer” rate on their unemployment tax
bill for a period of three years, regardless of their employment history in the state from which they came.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support the lowest possible unemployment

SB 1763/HB 1386 (Ketron/Lamberth) authorizes the

The legislature took action supporting the

insurance tax rate to make Tennessee more

Department of Labor to calculate an unemployment tax

Chamber’s position. The bill passed the full

competitive for existing and relocating

rate for businesses new to Tennessee that takes into ac-

House on April 2 and the full Senate on April

businesses.

count their previous employment history in other states.

9. It became effective July 1.

The Chamber initiated and supported this bill.
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Employer and Property Owner Rights
Last year, the legislature took action to decriminalize storing guns or ammunition on property where it is prohibited by the land owner, making it more difficult for Tennessee business and property owners to exclude firearms on their property. This year, the General Assembly considered legislation that would
create legal and economic challenges for Tennessee businesses for terminating an at-will employee who brings a firearm or ammunition onto the employer’s
property.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support the private property rights of

SB 1733/HB 1667 (Beavers/Pody) would have created

The legislature took action supporting the

businesses to enforce personnel policies

a civil cause of action against any entity, including

Chamber’s position. This bill failed in the Sen-

regarding guns in the workplace.

businesses, for enforcing policies prohibiting the storage

ate Judiciary Committee on March 18.

of firearms or ammunition on their property, effectively
making gun ownership a protected class and exposing
employers to potential legal liability for terminating
employees who violate such policies. The Chamber
opposed this bill.

Emergency Communications
The Emergency Communication Board is a self-funded agency within the Department of Commerce that is responsible for establishing and managing emergency communications access for all citizens throughout the state. Funding for the board comes exclusively from a monthly emergency telephone service
charge on users and subscribers capable of connecting to 911, including businesses. Next-generation 911 (NG911) is an IP-based system that allows users to
relay more information to first responders by connecting to 911 by voice, text, pictures and videos. Emergency communications have been funded by an outdated user fee system that relies on landlines, threatening the solvency of the fund and preventing needed upgrades to the system.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support the 911 Funding Modernization and

SB 2407/HB 2255 (Norris/McCormick) creates the 911

The legislature took action supporting the

IP Transition Act of 2014 to ensure busi-

Funding Modernization and IP Transition Act of 2014

Chamber’s position. The bill passed the full

nesses and individuals have dependable ac-

and lowers the cost for businesses that maintain land-

House on March 27 and the full Senate on

cess to emergency communications services.

lines by establishing a single, uniform 911 surcharge for

April 7. The new, uniform rates go into effect

all consumers (landline and wireless). The bill also funds

January 1, 2015.

the statewide implementation of the NG911 network.
The Chamber supported this bill.
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Statewide Minimum Wage
Tennessee has no laws concerning overtime, minimum wage or the regulation of salaried employees. Currently, five states (Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi,
Tennessee and South Carolina) do not have a state minimum wage.

Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Oppose the implementation of a state min-

SB 2145/HB 1694 (Tate/M. Turner) would have created a

The legislature took action supporting the

imum wage for private businesses, leaving

statewide minimum wage for businesses with more than

Chamber’s position. This bill failed in the

the federal government to set the minimum

20 employees requiring them to pay a wage of $7.25/

House Consumer and Human Resources sub-

wage level.

hour when health benefits are provided, and $8.25/hour

committee on February 26.

when no health benefits are provided by the employer. It
also would have created an automatic pay increase tied
to changes in cost of living. The Chamber opposed this
bill.

Municipal Annexation
Annexation is the legislative action by which a municipality incorporates additional land into its city limits. The ability for cities to incorporate additional
territory and provide new infrastructure helps them attract businesses and jobs and grow their economies. Municipalities may only annex within their urban
growth boundary, which is defined in collaboration with their county’s legislative body.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support municipalities’ authority to annex

Multiple bills were filed to modify the process for cities

The legislature took action in opposition to the

land within their urban growth boundary

to annex new territory. SB 2464/HB 2371 (Watson/Car-

Chamber’s position. SB 2464/HB 2371 (Watson/

as an important tool for economic develop-

ter) extends a moratorium on municipal annexations

Carter) passed the full Senate on March 27

ment.

until May 2015, and requires referendum elections for

and passed the full House on April 2. SB 869/

all future proposed annexations. SB 869/HB 590 (Crowe/

HB 590 (Crowe/Van Huss) passed the House

Van Huss) would have required that municipal annexa-

floor on February 24 but did not receive a vote

tions be subject to referendum and approval by a majori-

on the Senate floor. SB 2472/HB 2469 (Norris/

ty of the affected residents. SB 2472/HB 2469 (Norris/

Parkinson) passed the full Senate on March 24,

Parkinson) would have extended the current morato-

but was taken off notice in the House Local

rium on municipal annexation until May 15, 2015. The

Government Committee.

Chamber opposed these bills.
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TA L E N T D E V E L O P M E N T O F T H E R E G I O N ’ S WO R K F O R C E

Common Core State Standards
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) are academic standards in K-12 education for English language arts and mathematics. Forty-three states, the District
of Columbia, and four territories have adopted CCSS. In Tennessee, the standards replaced the previous state performance indicators (SPIs) in these subjects.
Tennessee SPIs for social studies and science remain in use.
Chamber Position

ful collection or sharing of private student data,

Status

Support the continued implementation of

as well as a requirement that proposed changes to

The legislature took action supporting the

CCSS and the corresponding PARCC assess-

existing standards be posted for public review at

Chamber’s position regarding the continued

ment to preserve rigorous K-12 academic

least 60 days before final adoption. On the final day

implementation of CCSS. The House and Sen-

standards.

of the legislative session, a conference committee

ate adopted a conference committee report on

report for the bill was adopted that also delayed the

April 17 that sets a clear course for continued

Bill Summary

implementation of a new assessment aligned to the

implementation of CCSS. However, the same

Multiple bills were filed to pause, delay or repeal

standards for one year and required the Depart-

legislation delays implementation of a new as-

Tennessee’s CCSS. The Chamber opposed these

ment of Education to issue a request for proposals.

sessment to measure student mastery of CCSS

bills. SB 1835/HB 1549 (Gresham/Dunn) preserved

The assessment chosen in the RFP process will be

until the 2015-2016 school year.

CCSS and included provisions prohibiting unlaw-

implemented in the 2015-2016 school year.

PARCC Assessment
The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) is one of two state-led assessment consortia developing tests that align with
CCSS. Prior to the 2014 legislative sessions, Tennessee was one of 18 states, as well as the District of Columbia and the U.S. Virgin Islands, which are part of
the PARCC consortium.
Chamber Position

session, a conference committee report for SB 1835/

Status

Support the continued implementation of

HB 1549 (Gresham/Dunn), was adopted that pro-

The legislature took action in opposition to

CCSS and the corresponding PARCC assess-

vided for the continued implementation of CCSS

the Chamber’s position regarding the use of

ment to preserve rigorous K-12 academic

for English language arts and math. However, it

standards.

also contained a provision delaying the implementation of a new assessment aligned to the standards
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the PARCC assessment to measure student
academic performance. The House and Senate
adopted a conference committee report on
April 17 that delays new assessments aligned

Bill Summary

until the 2015-2016 school year. The legislation also

to CCSS for one year. This delay means that

Multiple bills were filed to pause, delay or elim-

required the Department of Education to under-

teachers, parents and taxpayers will not know

inate Tennessee’s participation in the PARCC

take a request for proposals process to select the

how students are measuring up to Tennessee’s

assessment. On the final day of the legislative

assessment.

new academic standards until the 2015-2016
school year.

Staying the Course on Teacher Evaluations
Research has confirmed that the most important in-school determinant of student academic success is the quality of the teacher and classroom instruction
each student receives. In 2010, Tennessee reformed its teacher evaluation system by creating an annual evaluation process, with 50 percent of the evaluation
tied to student academic achievement. Subsequent legislation linked the granting of tenure to performance on the evaluation.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Maintain an annual teacher evaluation

Multiple bills were introduced in 2014 that would weak-

The legislature took action supporting the

system that includes student performance in

en, roll back or eliminate Tennessee’s teacher evaluation

Chamber’s position. All proposals to weak-

order to improve instruction in the class-

system. The Chamber opposed these bills.

en or repeal the existing teacher evaluation

room.

system were defeated. Due to the number of
bills on this subject that did not receive votes
in committees, this issue is not included in the
individual vote.

School Vouchers
School vouchers are scholarships issued by the government to offset the cost of sending a child to a private K-12 school. The way in which a student qualifies
to receive a school voucher varies from state to state.

Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Oppose school voucher legislation that does

Multiple bills were filed to create a voucher program in

The legislature took action in support of the

not provide “real choice with accountabil-

Tennessee. SB 196/HB 190 (Norris/McCormick) would

Chamber’s position. This bill passed the full

ity”; support school voucher legislation

have established a scholarship that would allow low-in-

Senate on April 10 but was withdrawn in the

that requires participating students to take

come students in underperforming public schools to use

House Finance Committee on April 15. Because

the same state‐mandated tests as public

the district’s state and local per-pupil funding to pay

2014 is the last year in the 108th General

school students, provides voucher amounts

private school tuition. Because this bill and others did

Assembly, the action in the House will require

sufficient to cover the cost of participating

not require students receiving a scholarship to take the

school voucher proponents to introduce a new

schools and contains additional design ele-

same state-required test as public school students, the

proposal in 2015, during the first year of the

ments to ensure successful implementation.

Chamber opposed these bills.

109th General Assembly.
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Appropriations Bill—Dual Enrollment
Dual enrollment is a program that gives high school students a head start toward a postsecondary degree by allowing them to earn high school and college
credit simultaneously. Because dual-enrollment courses generate a college transcript with earned college credit, college tuition must be paid under Tennessee’s
model. Qualified high school students may receive lottery-funded scholarships for dual enrollment for a limited number of courses, but the funding does not
cover the full cost of tuition or the cost of textbooks.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support the expansion of dual enrollment as

SB 2596/HB 2501 (Norris/Sargent), this year’s appropria-

There was no definitive action on this issue.

a strategy to increase college credit‐earning

tions bill, contained a line item authorizing the Ten-

The bill passed the full House and Senate

opportunities for high school students and

nessee Student Assistance Corporation to increase dual

on April 10, but the change will also require

help Tennessee meet its college completion

enrollment funding provided to high school students.

action by the Tennessee Student Assistance

goals.

Corporation, which is expected to take up the
item later in 2014.

Tennessee Promise
Tennessee Promise is Gov. Haslam’s proposal to provide Tennessee high school graduates an opportunity to attend Tennessee community college tuition-free.
The proposal is one of the key strategies to help achieve the “Drive to 55” goal of 55 percent of Tennesseans holding a postsecondary credential by 2025. The
scholarship functions as a last-dollar scholarship program, with students first filling out a FAFSA and drawing down all available federal aid.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support investments in higher education

SB 2471/HB 2491 (Norris/McCormick) creates the Ten-

The legislature took action supporting the

that increase college completion and pro-

nessee Promise and is funded by establishing a new en-

Chamber’s position. The bill passed the full

mote affordability for students.

dowment from excess lottery fund reserves and adjust-

Senate on April 14 and the full House on April

ing the HOPE scholarship amounts so that community

15. It will take effect July 1, 2015.

college HOPE recipients receive $3,000 a year (up from
$2,000). Students attending a four-year college will have
their scholarship amount reduced from $4,000 a year to
$3,500 for their freshman and sophomore years and the
amount for their junior and senior years will be raised
from $4,000 to $4,500. The Chamber supported this bill.
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In-state Tuition
In Tennessee, whether a student is granted in-state tuition is determined by his or her parents’ residency. Currently, students who are U.S. citizens and who
graduate from Tennessee high schools are charged out-of-state tuition by our state’s public colleges and universities if their parents are undocumented or if
their parents have moved out of state while the student remains.
Chamber Position

have lived in Tennessee for at least one year to pay

Status

Support in-state college tuition rates for

in-state college tuition, even if their parents are

The legislature took action supporting the

Tennessee high school graduates whose

undocumented or no longer reside in the state. SB

Chamber’s position. SB 2115/HB 1929 (Garden-

parents may be undocumented.

1951/HB 1992 (Gardenhire/Floyd) would have al-

hire/M. White) passed the full Senate on March

lowed undocumented Tennessee high school gradu-

24 and the full House on April 7. It took effect

Bill Summary

ates to pay in-state college tuition if they attended

July 1, and will apply to the 2014-2015 academ-

Two bills were filed this year to grant in-state

a Tennessee school five years prior to graduating

ic year and all years thereafter. SB 1951/HB

tuition to state colleges and universities to students

and if they graduated with a final GPA of at least

1992 (Gardenhire/Floyd) was assigned to the

with undocumented parents. SB 2115/HB 1929

3.0, as well as a 21 on the ACT or a 980 on the SAT.

Senate Education General Subcommittee and

(Gardenhire/M. White) allows Tennessee high

The Chamber supported these bills.

was taken off notice in the House.

school graduates who are U.S. citizens and who

Charter School Accountability
Charter schools are public schools governed and operated independently of the local school system, with flexibility around areas such as instructional hours,
staffing and curriculum. These schools have a contract, or charter, with their local school board to operate inside the district’s boundaries. As part of their
charter, they must produce improved student outcomes. Holding charter schools accountable for performance requires a willingness to close underperforming
schools.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support strict accountability for charter

SB 2285/HB 1989 (Dickerson/D. White) requires charter

The legislature took action supporting the

schools by automatically revoking the char-

schools on the state’s priority schools list to be closed

Chamber’s position. The bill passed the full

ters of schools that are placed on the state’s

automatically at the end of the academic year beginning

Senate on February 27 and the full House on

“priority schools” list, which is the lowest‐

in 2015. The Chamber initiated and supported this bill,

March 31. It became effective July 1.

performing 5 percent of public schools in

which implements a recommendation from the Cham-

Tennessee.

ber’s 2012 Education Report Card.
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Statewide Charter School Authorizer
Currently, local school boards serve as the primary authorizer of charter schools. In addition, the state’s Achievement School District can authorize charter
schools to serve students attending the lowest-performing 5 percent of schools in the state. Some charter school advocates have called for the creation of a
new state authorizer, in which an applicant could bypass a local school board and operate independently of a district.

Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support local control of charter school au-

SB 830/HB 702 (Gresham/M. White), as amended, estab-

The legislature took action supporting the

thorization except in the case of successful

lishes the State Board of Education as the charter school

Chamber’s position. The bill passed the full

appeals, in which the state would become

authorizer solely in the case of successful appeals of a

House on April 18, 2013 and the full Senate on

the chartering authority when it overrules

charter school whose initial application was denied by a

March 20, 2014. The bill will take effect imme-

a local school board’s charter application

local board of education. The law only applies to school

diately, but will only apply to charter schools

denial.

systems with at least one school on the state’s priority

proposing to open in the 2015-2016 school year

schools list. The Chamber supported this bill.

and all years thereafter.

Q UA L I T Y O F L I F E T H AT AT T R A C T S A N D R E T A I N S R E S I D E N T S A N D W O R K E R S

Preserving the Federal Role in Immigration
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in June 2012 that the federal government has the sole authority to set immigration policy. Until Congress passes comprehensive
immigration reform, states may continue to try to solve the problem of illegal immigration on their own, creating inconsistent laws across state lines that
result in a more challenging and less welcoming environment.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support comprehensive immigration reform

There were a number of bills filed on this issue.

The legislature took action supporting the

at the federal level, as well as efforts to

Chamber’s position. Bills to expand the state’s

maintain our identity and brand as a wel-

authority to set immigration law were taken

coming, inclusive city, region and state.

off notice in House and Senate committees. For
this reason, this issue is not included in the
individual vote count.
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REGIONAL EFFORTS TO ENSURE ECONOMIC PROSPERITY

Expanding Mass Transit
Expanding mass transit in Middle Tennessee is critical to our future prosperity and livability, particularly as the region’s population and the cost of fuel continue to rise. Because transit options are important to attracting and retaining workers, businesses often view transit availability as a competitive advantage
when making relocation or expansion decisions.
Chamber Position

stations for passenger loading or unloading. The

requires BRT projects with dedicated lanes to

Support the expansion of transit systems

House Transportation Subcommittee amended

be approved by the local government and the

in the Nashville region and a dedicated

the bill to require BRT systems on state designat-

commissioner of transportation. If state or fed-

funding source for regional mass transit

ed highways in metropolitan governments to be

eral funds are used, the General Assembly must

infrastructure that has a strong business

approved by the local government, commissioner

approve the project in the annual appropriations

case for success.

of transportation and the General Assembly

bill. If no state or federal funds are used, the

through the annual budget process. The Cham-

projects must be approved by joint resolution of

Bill Summary

ber opposed the Senate version and supported

the House and Senate. On March 4, Nashville’s

SB 2243/HB 2165 (Tracy/Durham), which origi-

the House version.

bus rapid transit project, the Amp, was awarded

nally focused on crosswalks, was amended in the

$27 million in the federal transportation admin-

Senate Transportation Committee to prohibit bus

Status

istration’s budget for FY 2015. The balance of

rapid transit (BRT) systems on state designated

The legislature took action supporting the

the full $75 million request will be awarded in

highways in metropolitan governments from

Chamber’s position. The legislature adopted a

multiple, consecutive fiscal years.

having a dedicated lane or erecting center-lane

conference committee report on April 17 that

Transparent Development and Zoning Policies
A lack of clear definition, transparency and predictability around the development process can create barriers to investment by making it difficult for businesses to operate or expand.
Chamber Position

a development plan by the local government in

Status

Support predictable and transparent

which the property is situated. The vested right is

No action is recorded on this issue because

planning and zoning policies that promote

set for a three-year period and will not exceed 10

the Chamber did not take a position on this

economic growth.

years from the date of approval. The Chamber did

bill. For that reason, it is not included in the

not take a position on this bill, but it is consistent

individual vote count.

Bill Summary

with our position that predictable and transparent

SB 915/HB 964 (Nicely/Todd) establishes a vested

zoning policies are essential to economic growth.

property right to any property upon approval of
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C

F

CCV

Lt. Gov. Ron Ramsey (R-4)
Ferrell Haile (R-18)
Thelma Harper (D-19)
Steve Dickerson (R-20)
Douglas Henry (D-21)

NVR

Bill Ketron (R-13)
Jim Tracy (R-14)

NVR

Mae Beavers (R-17)
Mark Green (R-22)

NVR

Jack Johnson (R-23)
Jim Summerville (R-25)

NVR

Joey Hensley (R-28)
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NVR

NVR

In support of Chamber position

PNV

Present but not voting

Sponsored Chamber-endorsed bill

Davidson County delegation

CCV

Conference committee vote

C

Committee

In opposition to Chamber position

NVR

No vote recorded (absent)

Sponsored Chamber-opposed bill

Middle Tennessee delegation

SC

Sub-committee

F

Floor
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R E P R E S E N T AT I V E

SC

C

C

SC

Bo Mitchell (D-50)
Mike Turner (D-51)
Mike Stewart (D-52)
Jason Powell (D-53)
Brenda Gilmore (D-54)
Gary Odom (D-55)
Speaker Beth Harwell (R-56)
Harold Love, Jr. (D-58)
Sherry Jones (D-59)
Darren Jernigan (D-60)
Rick Womick (R-34)
Dawn White (R-37)
Terri Lynn Weaver (R-40)
William Lamberth (R-44)
Courtney Rogers (R-45)
Mark Pody (R-46)
Joe Carr (R-48)
Mike Sparks (R-49)
Susan Lynn (R-57)
Charles Sargent (R-61)
Glen Casada (R-62)
Sheila Butt (R-64)
Jeremy Durham (R-65)
Joshua Evans (R-66)
Joe Pitts (D-67)
Curtis Johnson (R-68)
David Shepard (R-69)
John Tidwell (D-74)
Mary Littleton (R-78)
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C

F

SC

C

C

SC

C

F

SC

SC

F

SC

C

SC

C

F

SC

SC

C

F

SC

C

		

Tennessee Promise

Expansion

Dual Enrollment

School Vouchers

(SB 2464/HB2371)

Annexation

(SB 869/HB 590)

Annexation

(SB 2472/HB 2469)

Annexation

Minimum Wage

Statewide

Communications

Emergency

Insurance Tax

Unemployment

T E N N E S S E E G E N E R A L A S S E M B L Y – H O U S E I N D I V I D UA L V O T E C O U N T

C

SC

C

F

PNV

NVR
NVR

NVR

NVR

NVR

NVR

NVR

NVR

In support of Chamber position

PNV

Present but not voting

Sponsored Chamber-endorsed bill

Davidson County delegation

CCV

Conference committee vote

C

Committee

In opposition to Chamber position

NVR

No vote recorded (absent)

Sponsored Chamber-opposed bill

Middle Tennessee delegation

SC

Sub-committee

F

Floor

17

R E P R E S E N T AT I V E

SC

C

SC

SC

Bo Mitchell (D-50)
Mike Turner (D-51)
Mike Stewart (D-52)
Jason Powell (D-53)
Brenda Gilmore (D-54)
Gary Odom (D-55)
Speaker Beth Harwell (R-56)
Harold Love, Jr. (D-58)
Sherry Jones (D-59)
Darren Jernigan (D-60)
Rick Womick (R-34)
Dawn White (R-37)
Terri Lynn Weaver (R-40)
William Lamberth (R-44)
Courtney Rogers (R-45)
Mark Pody (R-46)
Joe Carr (R-48)
Mike Sparks (R-49)
Susan Lynn (R-57)
Charles Sargent (R-61)
Glen Casada (R-62)
Sheila Butt (R-64)
Jeremy Durham (R-65)
Joshua Evans (R-66)
Joe Pitts (D-67)
Curtis Johnson (R-68)
David Shepard (R-69)
John Tidwell (D-74)
Mary Littleton (R-78)
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F

SC

C

SC

C

F

Transit

Authorizer

Statewide Charter

Accountability

Charter School

		

In-state Tuition		

T E N N E S S E E G E N E R A L A S S E M B L Y – H O U S E I N D I V I D UA L V O T E C O U N T

F

SC

C

SC

C

F

CCV

NVR

PNV

NVR

PNV

NVR
NVR

NVR

NVR
NVR

NVR
NVR
NVR

PNV

PNV

NVR

NVR
NVR

In support of Chamber position

PNV

Present but not voting

Sponsored Chamber-endorsed bill

Davidson County delegation

CCV

Conference committee vote

C

Committee

In opposition to Chamber position

NVR

No vote recorded (absent)

Sponsored Chamber-opposed bill

Middle Tennessee delegation

SC

Sub-committee

F

Floor
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T E N N E S S E E G E N E R A L A S S E M B L Y – S E N AT E V O T I N G R E C O R D O N
C O M M O N C O R E S T AT E S T A N D A R D S
Continue CCSS
and PARCC
Implementation;
Strengthen Data
Protection

Continued
CCSS
Implementation

PARCC Delay

Postpone CCSS
Implementation
(SB 1985/HB
1825)

C

F

CCV

CCV

C

S E N AT O R

Prohibit Funding
for CCSS Aligned
Assessments
(SB 1986/HB 1826)

Continue CCSS
and PARCC
Implementation;
Strengthen Data
Protection

SB 1835/HB 1549

C

Lt. Gov. Ron Ramsey (R-4)
Ferrell Haile (R-18)

NVR

NVR

Thelma Harper (D-19)
Steve Dickerson (R-20)
Douglas Henry (D-21)
Bill Ketron (R-13)
Jim Tracy (R-14)
Mae Beavers (R-17)
Mark Green (R-22)
Jack Johnson (R-23)
Jim Summerville (R-25)
Joey Hensley (R-28)
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PNV

CCV

Conference committee vote

Davidson County delegation

SC

Sub-committee

Sponsored Chamber-endorsed bill

Middle Tennessee delegation

C

Committee

Sponsored Chamber-opposed bill

In support of Chamber position

NVR

In opposition to Chamber position
Present but not voting

No vote recorded (absent)

F

Floor

T E N N E S S E E G E N E R A L A S S E M B LY – H O U S E VO T I N G R E C O R D O N
C O M M O N C O R E S T AT E S T A N D A R D S
SB 1835/HB 1549
Continue CCSS and PARCC Implementation;
Strengthen Data Protection

R E P R E S E N T AT I V E
Bo Mitchell (D-50)
Mike Turner (D-51)
Mike Stewart (D-52)
Jason Powell (D-53)
Brenda Gilmore (D-54)
Gary Odom (D-55)
Speaker Beth Harwell (R-56)
Harold Love, Jr. (D-58)
Sherry Jones (D-59)
Darren Jernigan (D-60)
Rick Womick (R-34)
Dawn White (R-37)
Terri Lynn Weaver (R-40)
William Lamberth (R-44)
Courtney Rogers (R-45)
Mark Pody (R-46)
Joe Carr (R-48)
Mike Sparks (R-49)
Susan Lynn (R-57)
Charles Sargent (R-61)
Glen Casada (R-62)
Sheila Butt (R-64)
Jeremy Durham (R-65)
Joshua Evans (R-66)
Joe Pitts (D-67)
Curtis Johnson (R-68)
David Shepard (R-69)
John Tidwell (D-74)
Mary Littleton (R-78)

SC

C

F

NVR

NVR

Continued CCSS
Implementation

PARCC
Delay

CCV

CCV

NVR

NVR

NVR

NVR

Discontinue CCSS
(SB 2405/HB 2332)

SC

NVR
NVR
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T E N N E S S E E G E N E R A L A S S E M B LY – H O U S E VO T I N G R E C O R D O N
C O M M O N C O R E S T AT E S T A N D A R D S
SB 1266/HB 1129
Postpone CCSS Implementation until 2016
(SB 1266/HB 1129)

R E P R E S E N T AT I V E

AMENDMEN T 5 AMENDMEN T 7

Bo Mitchell (D-50)
Mike Turner (D-51)
Mike Stewart (D-52)
Jason Powell (D-53)
Brenda Gilmore (D-54)
Gary Odom (D-55)
Speaker Beth Harwell (R-56)
Harold Love, Jr. (D-58)
Sherry Jones (D-59)
Darren Jernigan (D-60)
Rick Womick (R-34)
Dawn White (R-37)
Terri Lynn Weaver (R-40)
William Lamberth (R-44)
Courtney Rogers (R-45)
Mark Pody (R-46)
Joe Carr (R-48)
Mike Sparks (R-49)
Susan Lynn (R-57)
Charles Sargent (R-61)
Glen Casada (R-62)
Sheila Butt (R-64)
Jeremy Durham (R-65)
Joshua Evans (R-66)
Joe Pitts (D-67)
Curtis Johnson (R-68)
David Shepard (R-69)
John Tidwell (D-74)
Mary Littleton (R-78)
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PNV

Prohibits Use of
PARCC Assessment
(SB 1984/ HB 1828)

Requires State to Reimburse LEA for Cost
of CCSS or PARCC
(SB 2057/HB 2290)

Prohibits Use of
PARCC Data in
Teacher Evaluations
SB 2102/HB 1975

SC

SC

SC

F

NVR

NVR

NVR

NVR

NVR

NVR

NVR

NVR

NVR

CCV

Conference committee vote

Davidson County delegation

SC

Sub-committee

Sponsored Chamber-endorsed bill

Middle Tennessee delegation

C

Committee

Sponsored Chamber-opposed bill

In support of Chamber position

NVR

In opposition to Chamber position
Present but not voting

No vote recorded (absent)

F

Floor

2 0 1 4 N A S H V I L L E M E T R O C O U N C I L L E G I S L AT I V E S C O R E C A R D
C H A M B E R L E G I S L AT I V E P R I O R I T I E S

ISSUES

ACT ION

Development-Ready Economic Development Sites
Transparent Development and Zoning Policies
Economic Impact Analysis

AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE
BUSINESS CAN PROSPER

NashvilleNext General Plan
Partnership 2020 Contract
Economic Development Tax Credits and Incentives
Good Governance
Common-Sense Fiscal Policies

School Funding

TA L E N T D E V E L O P M E N T O F
T H E REGION’S WORK FORCE

High School Reform and Academic Achievement
Public/Private Partnerships

Public Infrastructure

Q UA L I T Y O F L I F E T H AT AT T R A C T S A N D
R E TA I N S R E S I D E N T S A N D WO R K E R S

Downtown Core
Poverty and Homelessness
Welcoming and Inclusive City

Took action supporting
Chamber position
Took action opposing
Chamber position or failed to

REGIONAL EFFORTS TO ENSURE
ECONOMIC PROSPERITY

pass legislation supporting
Expanding mass transit

Chamber position
No definitive action on this
issue or no action recorded
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2014 METRO NASHVILLE COUNCIL
AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE BUSINESS CAN PROSPER

Development-Ready Economic Development Sites
Real estate is a critical element in the site selection process, and Nashville has a limited inventory of available land to attract corporate headquarters and
accommodate existing business expansions. This creates a need for an inventory of available properties and their development potential, as well as a common
vision around redevelopment and revitalization in the city.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support the need to have developable sites

No bills were filed on this issue.

Chamber economic development staff continues to meet with Metro

ready for investment in order to create jobs

Council members and tour their districts in an effort to add to the

and build the city’s property tax base.

Chamber’s inventory of available land. Since there were no bills on
this issue, it is not included in the individual vote count.

Transparent Development and Zoning Policies
A lack of clear definition, transparency and predictability around the development process can create barriers to investment by making it difficult for business
to operate or expand.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support an effective legislative body that

BL2014-776 (Gilmore) creates the “Music City Cul-

No action is recorded on this issue because the

makes decisions in a deliberate, yet timely

tural Heritage Overlay District” which defines the

bill sponsor deferred the legislation to allow for

manner that promotes consistency and pre-

type of businesses that may operate in the enter-

additional community and stakeholder input. Ac-

dictability across the city.

tainment areas of downtown by regulating the array

tion on this bill is anticipated in late summer or

of merchandise that may be sold, total number of

early fall of 2014. For the same reason, this issue

establishments and décor, essentially prohibiting

is not included in the individual vote count.

chain establishments. The Chamber opposed this bill
as originally proposed.
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Economic Impact Analysis
In 2013, the Chamber convened a Planning and Zoning Policy Task Force to study the current planning and zoning policies within Metro government. The task
force recommended that consideration and analysis be given to the economic impact of text amendments, zoning changes initiated by city government and any
other land development-related legislative items as requested by Council members.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Consider, as part of the analysis of proposed

No bills were filed on this issue.

Because no bills were filed on this issue in 2013-2014, it is not includ-

legislation and government initiated zoning

ed in the individual vote count.

changes, the economic impact on business
and jobs within Nashville.

NashvilleNext General Plan
In March 2012, Mayor Dean launched the NashvilleNext process that will result in a 25-year vision for the city. The NashvilleNext process includes five phases
focused on community input, vision and mapping, policy and creation of the plan. Currently, the process is in the middle of a three-year initiative and has
gathered input from more than 10,000 community members. Public input will continue through the summer of 2014.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Ensure the NashvilleNext General Plan

No bills were filed on this issue.

Because no bills were filed on this issue in 2013-2014, it is not includ-

update and process supports the growth of

ed in the individual vote count. Through 2013 and 2014, the Chamber

business.

has worked with NashvilleNext to connect businesses with the process
to ensure economic prosperity is a guiding principal of the final plan.

Partnership 2020 Contract
Nashville Metro Government has invested in Partnership 2020 –the Chamber’s public-private economic development initiative – since 1990. The contract with
the city includes job-creation and expansion efforts in Davidson County and proactive marketing to relocation prospects and site consultants.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support job-creation efforts in Davidson County through

The mayor’s operating budget, BL

The Council took action supporting the Cham-

public/private partnership contracts and grants between

2014-788 (Steine), includes funding

ber’s position. The bill was adopted by the Coun-

Metro government and the Nashville Area Chamber of

for the Chamber’s P2020 economic

cil on June 17.

Commerce, including the Partnership 2020 plan for re-

development contract with the city.

cruitment of new employers, expansion and retention of

The Chamber supported this bill.

existing businesses and promotion of Nashville as a great
place to locate and grow a business.
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Economic Development Tax Credits and Incentives
Designed to generate positive economic returns by creating jobs and generating new tax revenue, economic development tax credits and incentives are valuable investments critical to maintaining a competitive business environment in Tennessee and Davidson County.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support the use of local government tax credits and

BL2013-517 (Maynard)

The Council supported the Chamber’s position by approving

incentives for economic development as additional

BL2013-595 (Gilmore)

incentives for:

tools to encourage the location or expansion of

RS2013-828 (Steine)

• Diverse businesses (BL2013-517)

business in Nashville.

RS2013-845 (Steine)

• Phillips-Jackson redevelopment (BL2013-595)

BL2014-669 (Gilmore)

• Music City Productions (RS2013-828)

RS2014-988 (Gilmore)

• UBS (RS2013-845)

RS2014-989 (Gilmore)

• P.I.L.O.T. legislation (BL2014-669)
• HCA (RS2014-988)
• HCA (RS2014-989)

Good Governance
Good governance results in a predictable, consistent and transparent regulatory environment that improves city efficiency and makes it easier to do business.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support an effective legislative body that makes deci-

No bills were filed on this issue.

Because no bills were filed on this issue in 2013-2014,

sions in a deliberate, yet timely manner that promotes

it is not included in the individual vote count.

consistency and predictability across the city.

Common-Sense Fiscal Policies
In 1962, Nashville and Davidson County became the first form of consolidated government in Tennessee. This action resulted in a more efficient and
cost-effective government.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support responsible fiscal policy that ensures the long-

No bills were filed on this issue.

Because no bills were filed on this issue in 2013-2014,

term prosperity of the city.
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it is not included in the individual vote count.

TA L E N T D E V E L O P M E N T O F T H E R E G I O N ’ S WO R K F O R C E

School Funding
In order for Metro Schools to offer the programs and support necessary to boost academic performance and close the student achievement gap, they need
appropriate funding from local, state and federal sources. The Chamber’s 2013 Education Report Card recommended that Metro Schools allow enrolled K-12
students to ride Metropolitan Transit Authority buses at no cost to the student, making school choice a real possibility for Nashville’s students and families.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support operational and capital funding for

The mayor’s operating budget, BL2014-774

The Council took action supporting the Chamber’s po-

public education as a city budget priority.

(Steine), increases funding for Metropolitan

sition. The bill was adopted by the Council on June 17.

Nashville Public Schools (MNPS) by $25 million,
a nearly 3.5 percent increase from last year, and
included funds for MNPS high school students
to ride MTA buses at no cost.

High School Reform and Academic Achievement
Recognizing that today’s students are tomorrow’s workforce, the Nashville Area Chamber has made public education its No. 1 priority. The Academies of
Nashville are reforming our high schools with an innovative approach that prepares each student for college and career through curricula enriched by real-world experiences in Metro Nashville Public Schools’ 12 zoned high schools and the implementation of the Common Core State Standards, a set of expectations created to help students develop greater critical thinking skills and expose them to real world concepts. This area must continue to remain a budget
priority for the city.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support school reform efforts that improve

No bills were filed on this issue.

Because no bills were filed on this issue in 2013-2014, it

graduation rates and academic achievement.

is not included in the individual vote count.
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Public/Private Partnerships
Community colleges provide affordable education opportunities to many first-generation college students and working adults seeking additional education,
technical training and certifications. As businesses increasingly demand higher skills, our region’s future workforce needs will depend on expanded access to
our community college system. Cost of tuition is often a significant barrier to achieving a postsecondary credential. NashvilleAchieves, an extension of the
tnAchieves program, is a public/private partnership to eliminate the tuition cost to any senior in Nashville public schools who pursues a postsecondary credential at community college or college of applied technology.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support public/private partnerships that

The mayor’s operating budget, BL 2014-788 (Steine),

The council took action supporting the Cham-

address the city’s postsecondary completion

includes $500,000 for the NashvilleAchieves initia-

ber’s position. This bill was adopted by the

and workforce needs.

tive. The Chamber supported this bill.

Council on June 17.

Q UA L I T Y O F L I F E T H AT AT T R A C T S A N D R E T A I N S R E S I D E N T S A N D W O R K E R S

Public Infrastructure
Investing in public infrastructure is critical to improving the quality of life in any growing metropolitan area. For Nashville, venues and amenities like First
Tennessee Park, Music City Center, Bridgestone Arena and LP Field are all important to attracting and retaining Nashville businesses, workers and residents.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support investments in public infrastruc-

BL2013-593 (Steine, Gilmore, Garrett, Maynard) au-

The Council took action supporting the

ture and entertainment that have a strong

thorizes the sale of public improvement bonds by the

Chamber’s position, adopting BL2013-593 on

business and financial case and broaden

Sports Authority to fund design and construction of a

December 10.

Nashville’s reputation as a livable city.

new minor-league baseball stadium at Sulphur Dell. The
Chamber supported this bill.

Downtown Core
The strength of any city’s downtown core is critical to the economic vitality of its region. This is especially true in Nashville, where our core serves as a major
hub supporting a 10-county economic market. By supporting the growth of our downtown, we can continue to build a vibrant city and improve the quality of
life and community assets that are critical to attracting businesses and growing our workforce.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support the development of the downtown

BL2014-699 (Gilmore, Steine, Hunt) authorized a Tax

The Council took action supporting the Cham-

core as essential to the growth of Davidson

Increment Financing plan for the downtown core, in-

ber’s position, adopting BL2014-699 on April 1.

County and the region.

cluding the Capitol Mall, Rutledge Hill, Jefferson Street
and Arts Center areas. The Chamber supported this bill.
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Poverty and Homelessness
In order to succeed as a community, our efforts must focus on eliminating barriers to prosperity for all Nashvillians. A survey conducted in January 2013
by The Tennessean estimated that there are more than 2,300 homeless individuals in Nashville. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, more than 18 percent
(109,000) of Nashvillians live in poverty, nearly a quarter of whom have children under the age of 18.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support projects and programs that eliminate barriers to

No bills were filed on this issue.

Because no bills were filed on this issue in 2013-2014,

prosperity, such as poverty and homelessness reduction.

it is not included in the individual vote count.

Welcoming and Inclusive City
Nashville, named “America’s Friendliest City,” recently became one of the 25 largest cities in the country. A welcoming and inclusive environment is vital to
building a global city that continues to attract and retain businesses, workers, visitors and investment from all over the world.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support efforts to maintain our identity and brand as a

No bills were filed on this issue.

Because no bills were filed on this issue in 2013-2014,

welcoming, inclusive city.

it is not included in the individual vote count.

REGIONAL EFFORTS TO ENSURE ECONOMIC PROSPERITY

Expanding Mass Transit
Nashville is a thriving city and is expected to continue growing, adding almost 1 million new residents to the area by 2035. New development along the city’s
busiest corridor—including offices, hotels and residential buildings—is expected to double commute times. In order to meet the transportation needs of these
new residents and visitors, keep pace with future growth and mitigate future traffic congestion, Nashville must invest in infrastructure that encourages rapid,
mass transportation.
Chamber Position

Bill Summary

Status

Support the expansion of Metro Nash-

An amendment to the mayor’s capital improvements budget,

The Council took action supporting the

ville’s multi-modal transit systems and

BL2014-788 (Steine), included necessary funding for the bus rapid

Chamber’s position, adopting Amendment

a dedicated funding source for regional

transit project connecting East and West Nashville. Amend-

13 on April 1, prior to adopting the capital

mass transit infrastructure that has a

ment 13 allocated $51,500,000 for final design, construction and

improvements budget, BL2014-788.

strong business case for success.

streetscape improvements, as well as buses for the Amp project
and additional bus rapid transit (BRT) lite routes along Charlotte
Avenue. The Chamber supported this amendment.
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Amp/BRT Lite

TIF

Sounds stadium

Nashville
Achieves

School funding (included
in operating budget)

HCA
(RS2014-989)

HCA
(RS2014-988)

Payments-In-LieuOf-Taxes (PILOT)

UBS

Music City
Productions

Phillips-Jackson

E C O N O M I C D E V. T A X C R E D I T S & I N C E N T I V E S

Diverse
businesses

METRO COUNCIL MEMBER

Partnership 2020 (included
in capital budget)

N A S H V I L L E M E T R O P O L I T A N C O U N C I L - I N D I V I D UA L V O T E C O U N T *

Vice Mayor Diane Neighbors**
Megan Barry (at large)

NVR

Ronnie Steine (at large)
Tim Garrett (at large)

NVR

Charlie Tygard (at large)
Jerry Maynard (at large)

NVR

Lonnell Matthews, Jr. (1)

NVR

NVR

Frank Harrison (2)
Walter Hunt (3)
Brady Banks (4)

NVR

NVR

NVR

Scott Davis (5)
Peter Westerholm (6)

NVR

Anthony Davis (7)
Karen Bennett (8)

NVR

NVR

NVR

NVR

Bill Pridemore (9)
Doug Pardue (10)
Darren Jernigan (11)

NVR

NA

NA

PNV

Steve Glover (12)
Josh Stites (13)
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NVR

NVR

NA

NA

NVR

NVR

PNV

NA

NVR
NVR

NVR

NVR

NVR

Bruce Stanley (14)
Phil Claiborne (15)

NVR

NVR

NVR

NVR
NVR

NA

Tony Tenpenny (16)

PNV

Amp/BRT Lite

TIF

Sounds stadium

Nashville
Achieves

School funding (included
in operating budget)

HCA
(RS2014-989)

HCA
(RS2014-988)

Payments-In-LieuOf-Taxes (PILOT)

UBS

Music City
Productions

Phillips-Jackson

E C O N O M I C D E V. T A X C R E D I T S & I N C E N T I V E S

Diverse
businesses

METRO COUNCIL MEMBER

Partnership 2020 (included
in capital budget)

N A S H V I L L E M E T R O P O L I T A N C O U N C I L - I N D I V I D UA L V O T E C O U N T *

NVR

Sandra Moore (17)
Burkley Allen (18)
Erica Gilmore (19)

NVR

NVR

Buddy Baker (20)

NVR

Edith Langster (21)
Sheri Weiner (22)

NVR

NVR

Emily Evans (23)

PNV

NVR

NVR

Sean McGuire (25)

NVR

NVR

Chris Harmon (26)

NVR

NVR

NVR

NVR

NVR

NVR
NVR

NVR

Jason Holleman (24)
NVR

Davette Blalock (27)
Duane Dominy (28)
Karen Johnson (29)
Jason Potts (30)

NVR

Fabian Bedne (31)
Jacobia Dowell (32)
Robert Duvall (33)

NVR

NVR

NVR

Carter Todd (34)
Bo Mitchell (35)

NVR
NVR

NVR

In support of Chamber position

NVR

No vote recorded (absent)

Sponsored Chamber-endorsed bill

In opposition to Chamber position

PNV

Present but not voting

Sponsored Chamber-opposed bill

* Includes only votes before the full Metro Council

** Vice mayor only votes in the event of a tie.

NA represents votes taken after member resigned from Metro Council
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Prosperity Leader Ben Freeland

Nashville Mayor Karl Dean, Vancouver Mayor Gregor Robertson, Franklin
Mayor Ken Moore, and Nashville Chamber Board Vice-Chair Kent Adams
at the Chamber’s 2014 Leadership Study Mission to Vancouver, Canada.

Bill signing for SB 1763/HB 1386 authorizing the Department of Labor to

Rep. Jason Powell presents award for Business, Marketing & IT Academy

calculate an unemployment tax rate for businesses new to Tennessee that

Partnership of the Year at 2014 Academies of Nashville Awards

takes into account their previous employment history in other states. (L
to R: Adam Lister, Ralph Schulz, Dan Haskell, Sen. Bill Ketron, Margot
Fosnes, Gov. Bill Haslam, Rep. Ryan Williams, Katie Barton, Rep. William
Lamberth, Rep. Josh Evans)
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