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3,798,902
Total population

 

9.6%
Below poverty level

$70,283 
Median income

4.1%
Unemployment rate

145.1
Cost-of-living index

1,865,535
Total population

 

11.6%
Below poverty level

$57,985
Median income

2.4%
Unemployment rate

95.5
Cost-of-living index
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Sources: U.S. Census Bureau ACS one year estimates, 2016; Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2017; Council for Community and Economic Research, 2016

SEATTLE
WASHINGTON

NASHVILLE
TENNESSEE

NASHVILLE

SEATTLE

UNITED STATES METRO AREAS 12.1%

NASHVILLE 20.9%

SEATTLE 19.9%

PERCENTAGE CHANGE FROM 2001 - 2016, 

REAL GDP PER CAPITA

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, 2016

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010
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The American Fitness 

Index ranks the United 

States’ 50 largest MSAs 

according to the fitness of 

both individuals and the 

overall community. In 2017, 

Nashville was the 42nd 

most fit MSA. Seattle was 

the 4th most fit.

Source: American Fitness Index, 2017

4TH

MOST FIT

42ND

MOST FIT

SEATTLE

NASHVILLE

URBAN
73.3%

RURAL
26.7%

RURAL
33.6%

URBAN
66.4%
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TOTAL OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS 1,464,941

TOTAL OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS 706,627

$208,900
Median home value

 

$973 
Median gross rent

NASHVILLE
TENNESSEE

OWNER OCCUPIED 871,443

OWNER OCCUPIED 456,324

RENTER OCCUPIED 593,498

RENTER OCCUPIED 250,303

Source: U.S. Census Bureau ACS one year estimates, 2016

SEATTLE
WASHINGTON

$391,500 
Median home value

 

$1,325
Median gross rent

MEDIAN OWNER COSTS                                                  
(WITH MORTGAGE)

MEDIAN GROSS RENT

INCOME AND HOURLY WAGES NEEDED TO NOT BE “COST-BURDENED”

COST-BURDENED
Households are 

considered to be 

cost-burdened 

when 30 percent 

or more of their 

gross income goes 

towards housing.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau ACS one year estimates, 2016

$81,600
income 

$39.23 
hourly wages

$53,160
income 

$25.56 
hourly wages

$38,920
income 

$18.71 
hourly wages

SEATTLE
NASHVILLE

NASHVILLE

$53,000
income 

$25.48 
hourly wages

SEATTLE



NASHVILLE 90.4%

NASHVILLE 0.9%

NASHVILLE 1.3%

NASHVILLE 0.1%

NASHVILLE 1.1%

SEATTLE 78.0%

SEATTLE 9.5%

SEATTLE 4.1%

SEATTLE 1.1%

SEATTLE 1.1%

CAR, TRUCK, 

OR VAN

PUBLIC 

TRANSPORTATION

WALKED

BICYCLE

TAXICAB, 

MOTORCYCLE                

OR OTHER

Source: U.S. Census Bureau ACS one year estimates, 2016

(BOTH NASHVILLE                                                                                                       
& SEATTLE)

6.1% 
Worked at home
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SEATTLE 13.7%

SEATTLE 8.8%

NASHVILLE 23.5%

NASHVILLE 4.9%

NASHVILLE 57 MILES PER CAPITA

SEATTLE 312.3 MILES PER CAPITA

PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN NUMBER 

OF COMMUTERS, 2007-2016 

PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN AVERAGE 

COMMUTE TIME TO WORK, 2007-2016 

48.3
Trips per capita

 

8.6
Trips per capita

 

Source: National Transit Database, 2014

Source: U.S. Census Bureau ACS one year estimates, 2016

Source: U.S. Census Bureau ACS one year estimates, 2016

COMMUTING CHARACTERISTICS

TRANSIT USAGE: PER CAPITA

81.8% drove alone 

8.7% carpooled68.3% drove alone

9.7% carpooled NASHVILLE
SEATTLE



1,200,000
Population

TRANSIT USAGE: ANNUAL PASSENGERS

68,358,353 miles

1,038,278,396 miles

160,445,681trips
10,301,618 trips

SEATTLE

NASHVILLE

Source: National Transit Database, 2014

NASHVILLE POPULATION 1,200,000SEATTLE POPULATION 3,325,000

$19.83
Fares

 

$56.91
Local

$9.28
State

$16.53
Federal

$4.08
Other funds

NASHVILLE (MTA)

18.6%
Farebox

$106.63
TOTAL

$2.32
Fares

 

$2.63
Local

$1.23
State

$3.10
Federal

$0.23
Other funds

NASHVILLE (RTA)

24.4%
Farebox

$9.51
TOTAL

$97.16
Fares

 

$162.25
Local

$2.49
State

$16.34
Federal

$50.31
Other funds

KING COUNTY METRO

29.6%
Farebox

$328.55
TOTAL

$20.93
Fares

 

$57.58
Local

$0.51
State

$0.04
Federal

$4.16
Other funds

CENTRAL PUGET SOUND RTA

25.2%
Farebox

$83.22
TOTAL

TRANSIT FUNDING OPERATIONS PER CAPITA, 2014

Source: National Transit Database, 2014

FAREBOX
The farebox recovery 

ratio of a passenger 

transportation 

system is the 

fraction of operating 

expenses which are 

met by the fares 

paid by passengers, 

calculated by 

dividing the 

system’s total fare 

revenue by its total 

operating expenses.
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Total students

52,834
Total students

5,641
Number of teachers

$11,689
Revenue per student

3,197
Number of teachers

$13,685
Revenue per student

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT POPULATION, 

AGES 25 AND OLDER

Source: U.S. Census Bureau ACS one year estimates, 2016 Source: NCES, 2016

3.8%
6.9%

26.9%

LESS THAN 9TH GRADE

9TH - 12TH GRADE,    
    NO DIPLOMA

HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATE 
(INCLUDES 
EQUIVALENCY)

SOME COLLEGE, NO 
DEGREE

ASSOCIATE’S 
DEGREE

BACHELOR’S 
DEGREE

GRADUATE OR 
PROFESSIONAL DEGREE

21.0%

7.2%

22.2%

12.0%

NASHVILLE

SEATTLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS (SPS)

METRO NASHVILLE PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS (MNPS)

LESS THAN 9TH 
GRADE

HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATE (INCLUDES  
EQUIVALENCY)

SOME COLLEGE, 
NO DEGREE

ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE

GRADUATE OR 
PROFESSIONAL  DEGREE

SEATTLE

3.3%
4.7%

BACHELOR’S 
DEGREE

19.6%

21.3%

9.1%

9TH - 12TH GRADE,             
NO DIPLOMA

26.1%

15.9%

78.0%
Seattle Public Schools

11.3%
Seattle Public Schools

36.4%
Seattle Public 

Schools

80.3%
Metro Nashville Public Schools

13.9%
Metro Nashville Public Schools

50.0%
Metro Nashville 
Public Schools

PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT BY RACE & ETHNICITY

PERCENTAGE EL STUDENTS

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE

FREE AND REDUCED-PRICE 

LUNCH STUDENTS

Source: NCES, 2016

MNPS 25.7%

HISPANIC

SPS 12.2%

MNPS 74.3%
NOT 

HISPANIC
SPS 87.8%

MNPS 47.2%
AFRICAN 

AMERICAN
SPS 15.4%

MNPS 4.7%
ASIAN OR 

PACIFIC 

ISLANDERSPS 14.6%

MNPS 33.8%
CAUCASIAN

SPS 46.7%

MNPS 0.2%
AMERICAN 

INDIAN
SPS 0.6%

Source: Education Report Card and SPS Data Profile, 2017 
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