
Legislative News: 
50 States in 20 Minutes 

Wendy Underhill
National Conference of State Legislatures

July 15, 2018



¨ Serves 7,383 legislators and 25,000 legislative 
staff

¨ Provides non-partisan research & analysis
¨ Links legislators with each other and experts
¨ Speaks on behalf of legislatures in D.C.

What Does NCSL Do?

July 15, 2018



Partisan Tales



Senate

Governor

House

Washington

Senate 

Governor 

House

HB 1800/SB 
6002, HB 
2297/SB 6021, 
HB 2595/SB 
6353, HB 1513



New Jersey

A.B. 2014 -
Automatic voter 
registration 



Missouri

Ballot measures 
drive policy 
sometimes 



Political 
Choices



Connecticut

H.B. 5421-
Became 12th

state (172 
electoral votes)



Alabama

S.B. 15 – Will 
fill senate 
vacancies by 
appointment 



Michigan

S.B. 290 & H.B. 
5012 -
Tightened 
recount options



Oregon

S.B. 1510 -
Unaffiliated 
voters and 
electronic 
ballot requests

Unaffiliated 

Democrat

Republican

U.S. Electorate

Source: Gallup



New Hampshire

H.B. 390 – Can 
change affiliation 
on primary day 
(and more)



North Carolina

S.B. 656 -
Eased ballot 
access for 
independents

Richardwinger@yahoo.com



Kentucky

H.B. 381- filing 
deadlines for 
local elections



South Carolina

H.B. 4977 -
Lt. Gov. will 
run on ticket 
with Governor 



Colorado

S.B. 76 –
Prohibits vote 
trading across 
state lines



No Session At 
All



Nevada

Deployed new 
electronic poll 
books, voting 
equipment 



Montana

Exploring 
equipment for 
voters with 
disabilities 



Texas
Interim Charge for the Senate Select 
Committee on Election Security: 

“In light of recent election irregularities in Texas, review voting 
security protocols as well as the responsibilities and duties of 
members of the Electoral College. Specifically, examine the use 
of electronic voting machines and paper ballots, voting fraud 
and disenfranchisement occurring inside nursing homes and 
assisted living facilities, outside interference and manipulation 
of elections, and the voting requirements of presidential 
electors…”

Studying voting 
security, voting 
at nursing 
facilities, and 
role of electors



North Dakota

Voter ID law 
and Native 
Americans 



Technology



West Virginia 

Block chain 
voting for 
some military 
voters



Alaska

Election Policy 
Work Group 
Convenes



Security 



Kansas

S.B. 56 -
Kansas 
Cybersecurity 
Act



Maryland 

S. B. 190 (failed) 
- International 
election 
observers



Wyoming

H.B. 40 –
Electioneering 
and more



Rhode Island

Implementation 
of
risk-limiting 
audits 



Replacing 
Equipment   

(and Funding)



Indiana 

S.B. 377 -
Reimbursement 
for security in 
storage facilities 



Nebraska

L.B. 1065 -
Electronic 
poll books 



Georgia

Almost got 
new voting 
equipment



Poll Workers



New York

S.B. 2907A -
Poll workers 
can now work 
split shifts



Wisconsin

A.B. 85 - Public 
officials can 
serve as poll 
workers 



H.B. 937 -
Increased pay 
for election 
judges to $100

Mississippi



Oklahoma 

S.B. 1130 -
Gives raises for 
local election 
personnel



Idaho

S.B. 1228 -
Drops age for 
poll workers 
from 17 to 16



How, When, & 
Where We Vote



Virginia 

S.B. 150 -
Redesigned 
ballot 
booklets

Source: Civic Design Field Guides



Maine

Ranked 
choice voting 
implemented 
successfully



Utah

H.B. 35 - A pilot 
for RCV in 
nonpartisan 
local races



New Mexico

H.B. 98 -
Consolidating 
election dates



Arizona

H.B. 2604 -
Consolidates 
election dates



Hawaii

H.B. 1401 –
All-mail voting 
(waiting for 
gov’s signature)



Delaware

H.B. 47- Eased 
restrictions on 
absentee 
voting



Tennessee

H.B. 1344 -
Schools will be 
closed to kids 
on Election 
Days



Louisiana

H.B. 265 - Felons 
regained voting 
rights after 5 clean 
years



Iowa

Rolled out voter 
ID (w\affidavits 
during transition)

“Participation and integrity are not 
mutually exclusive” (Secretary Pate, R)

The new law creates “tedious, 
unnecessary barriers” (Deidre Dejear, 
D candidate for Secretary of State)



From the 
Courts



Arkansas

Voter ID struck 
down by state 
court (again)



Ohio

Buckeye list 
maintenance 
approved by the 
Supreme Court 



Minnesota

Electioneering law 
deemed too broad 
by Supreme Court



Registration



California

A.B.1407 -
Pre-registration 
added to AVM



Voter Lists



Florida

H.B. 85 -
Joined ERIC (25th

jurisdiction) 



Illinois

S.B. 2273 & S.B. 
2651 (waiting for 
gov’s signature)



South Dakota

South Dakota v. 
Wayfair – permits 
sales tax 
collection from 
online vendors 



Vermont

H.B. 624 –
Prohibits 
providing voter 
lists to foreign 
gov’ts & feds



Pennsylvania

Said to have 
many 
noncitizens on 
voter rolls



And Then There 
Was One



Massachusetts

Automatic Voter 
Registration HB 
4834 waiting for 
gov’s signature



NCSL Elections Resources

•The Canvass newsletter
•NCSL webpages
•Elections legislation database
•Wendy.Underhill@ncsl.org
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