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December 5, 2019 
 
Administrator Bruce Summers 
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
RE: Interim Final Rule (IFR) entitled “Establishment of a Domestic Hemp Program” 
 
Dear Administrator Summers,  

We write today to request a 60 days extension for submission of public comments for the Interim Final 

Rule (IFR) entitled “Establishment of a Domestic Hemp Program” published on October 31st, 2019.  We 

appreciate USDA’s efforts on engaging with stakeholders this far, but we believe that a 60 days comment 

period does not provide enough time for a robust feedback from impacted stakeholders.  

NASDA members across the country are now analyzing how they will be implementing hemp programs 

for the 2020 growing season. NASDA Members need more time to review this comprehensive rule that 

poses policy and legal challenges that could significantly impact their growing and processing 

communities. The current comment period does not allow enough time for stakeholders to gather, 

analyze and develop comprehensive comments on the interim final rule.  

NASDA requests more time to work with states, processors, growers, and other stakeholders to get this 

rule right. We believe that a comprehensive and robust comment period is essential to create a regulatory 

framework that will bolster this new emerging crop in the United States.  

NASDA appreciates all the work and effort that the USDA-AMS team has done since the passage of the 

2018 Farm Bill, and we stand ready to work collaboratively with the agency to create an efficient 

regulatory framework for this new emerging crop. Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 
Director Bruce Kettler                                                             Comissioner Bryan Hurlburt 
Indiana State Department of Agriculture                             Connecticut Department of Agriculture 
NASDA Plant Agriculture and Pesticide Committee, Chair         NASDA Plant Agriculture and Pesticide Committee, Vice-Chair  
 


