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I can remember my dad ushering me to the driver’s seat of his 1970 Chevrolet pickup, manual 3-speed 
on the column.  I was just 7 years old.  You see, my mother was still in the hospital after bringing my 
youngest sibling into the world. 

 My older sisters were often left in charge of the younger children when both my parents had simultaneous          
priorities, as in this case.  Well, I say in charge of the younger children - all except me.  My enthusiastic learning    
always seemed to get me in trouble with my sisters, so my mother sentenced me to my father's care, and I soon 
became his loyal companion as he taught me his disciplined work ethic. 

My dad needed help moving equipment from one location to another on this particular day, and his instructions 
were simple:  “Put it in first gear and slowly ease off the clutch while you give it some gas.  Once you get some     
momentum going, then shift up to second gear.” 

I have learned a few things as the Regional Director nearly at 2 years now; some have been rewarding, and others 
have presented even more challenges:  The common thread on either side has been communication and               
persistence. Now it’s time to shift into second gear! 

Our NASDA partnership has continued to remain strong, and though our personnel have changed both within the 
NASDA Field Corps and the Regional Field Office, our pursuit to excellence remains our focus - especially from our 
NASDA staff to whom has done an outstanding job this year.  I give you all my sincerest gratitude for your diligence! 

We have a full year coming at us head-on, with the additional 2017 Census of Agriculture added to our workload – 
but I’m not worried.  It's simple really; you train, you plan, and you execute - and I am so honored and privileged to 
be a part of your team that does this so well! 

Undoubtedly, change will always be an assured constant – the fact remains whether it is us that instigate and          
implement the change, or have it imposed upon us – I prefer the previous to the latter. 

I am looking forward to the upcoming NASDA Supervisory Retreat in Denton, Texas, and I duly expect our              
Supervisors to come charged with ideas from each of you to help us reach second gear.  Without your input, we're 
just another lonely truck following a highway. 

Come to think of it, I recall my mother being pretty angry when she found out my dad put me on a state highway 
driving his truck.  I wonder if that had any bearing on my youngest brother being the last sibling? 

Take care, and I wish you all a safe and joyful Holiday Season!  May God bless those who have departed this world 
before us.  May they Rest In Peace! 
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Winnie, TX 
August 29, 2017 

RICE - RICE - Baby! 

 

Happy Retirement! 

Statistical Assistant Robert Acosta (left), retired    
after 24 years of service. 

 

Statistician Kent Hall (right) pictured with his wife 
Juana, retired after 15 years of service. 

Staff from the NASS, Southern Plains Regional Field Office and Texas NASDA        
Enumerators won 1st place for their Rice Education Exhibit at the annual Texas Rice 
Festival held the first weekend of October in Winnie, Texas.  The event, currently in its 
48th year, is held as a celebration of the rice harvest and features family entertainment 
with down-home country flair.  It was created in 1969 to honor rice farming, which is a 
major economic contributor to this region of Southeast Texas.  The city of Winnie was 
hit hard by Hurricane Harvey just a month prior, but turnout for the festival this year was 
still strong.  Staffing the booth from left to right: Ricky Lowe, SPRO Statistician, Field 
Enumerators Andy Anderson,  Ann Golden, David Reue, Kathy Odom, and             
Field Supervisor Cathy Reagan.   

Not pictured: Field Enumerators Kelly Berry and Judy Evans,  

Field Enumerator Andy Anderson, heroically launched his 
personal air boat to rescue people from their homes as 
during this historic flood.  He continued to volunteer as a 
search rescue citizen long after the storm had passed. 
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U P C O M I N G  W O R K S H O P S  
 
 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Surveys 
All dates are tentative.  Definite data collection dates will be        

included in the cover letters with assignment listings and study      
materials.  

 

Survey  Project Code  Timeframe 

Beef NAHMS  930  Oct. 1—Nov. 15 

ARMS II     906  Oct. 1—Nov. 22 

Fruit Chemical Use       141  Oct. 1—Jan. 12 

Cost of Pollination 118  Nov. 17—Dec. 5 

Vegetable Inquiry  139  Nov. 17—Dec. 14 

Hog Report             164  Nov. 30—Dec. 9 

Agricultural Survey 127   Nov. 29—Dec. 14 

Dry Bean Inquiry  191  Nov. 29—Dec. 14 

Potato Acreage   195  Dec. 4—Dec. 14 

Onion Inquiry  137  Dec. 4—Dec. 14 

County Ag Prod. Survey 944  Dec. 8—Jan. 15 

Sheep & Goat Report 155  Dec. 30—Jan. 11 

Milk Production Report 178  Dec. 30—Jan. 11 

Cattle Report  150  Dec. 30—Jan. 13 

ARMS Phase III  904  Late Jan./Feb.—Apr. 1 

 

What do I do if the target (name on first page) is deceased? 

Goal:  Answer No to all screening questions and try to find out who is now farming/operating the land 

If you can get information about the new operator, fill out this section  on the iPad with as much info as you can  

If you get new operator info – try to find out if that NEW operator was in business on June 1 (APS, Cattle) or Dec 1 (Hogs) 

Follow instructions – if the new operator was not operating on June 1, fill out and complete a blank paper questionnaire for 

that new operator (if they are willing) and return to the Austin office immediately. 
 

What do I do if the target tells me they own a farm, but someone else is renting the land & storage bins? 

Goal: Collect information only for what the target makes day-to-day decisions on –also try to get the name & address of the 

renter(s) 

Ask if the target has any land or storage that THEY OPERATE besides what they are renting out 

If they say YES, fill out the questionnaire for just what they operate, NOT WHAT THEY RENT OUT 

If they say NO –ask if they have any livestock 

If they say NO – ask if they have any CRP 

If they say NO – and that they are only a landlord, by the NASS definition, code them as out of business in MOST/CAPI  

Mark all the questions NO,  and enter renter’s name/address if you receive it. Follow all screens to code out of business and 

leave a comment. Out of business records should not be coded as refusal or inaccessible. 

 

What do I do if they tell me they are retired? 

Goal: MAKE SURE THEY ARE REALLY FULLY RETIRED! 

Do they have CRP? If yes, they are farming! 

Do they have one horse? A few hogs? Any livestock? If yes, they are farming!  

What do I do if they only have a little CRP, or a few cattle, or one horse, etc.? 

Goal: Explain to them that we collect data on ALL agriculture in the state, and they represent other people similar to them,   

people with only a few horses, or just a few acres of CRP, etc., and that it adds  up over the whole state 

Fill out the survey as usual 

Don’t forget CRP acres!  

Supervisor Retreat 

November 15-16 

Denton, Texas  

Homewood Suites 
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What exciting and innovative things are going on in your NASDA group? Are there unique crops in your area that you can share? 
Submit your items to your NASDA Coordinator to be included in a future newsletter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Designed by Benita Hodge 

Enumerators Brandi Guiterrez and Amy Edge  
had a play with words on their homemade shirts 

and “Lost their cotton pickin mind” at the      
workshop in San Marcos.  Supervisor Pete Martinez (right) helps 

train during Objective Yield workshop in 
San Marcos, Texas 

Supervisor Dennis Mader (left) 
checks accuracy of sample unit 

layout with Max Barta.  
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A R M S  P H A S E  I I I  W O R K S H O P S  
 
 

EAST TEXAS WEST TEXAS OKLAHOMA 

 
January 23-24 

San Marcos, TX 
January 30-31 

Abilene, TX 
February 1-2 
Norman, OK 


