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Greetings, and welcome to 2017~~ Have you ever stopped and asked “where has the time gone?”  Each year 
it gets harder and harder to count back the days, weeks, and months that roll together to form the year that 
brought us so many commitments and challenges to accomplish!  But it is genuinely gratifying to watch the 
people involved in the day-to-day activities be engaged and focused on the strategies necessary to reach our 
accomplishments! 

The time and efforts you all invest each day have been rewarded with measurable progress this past year.  We are slowly building 
on our positive response rate - and it does take a complete recipe of ingredients to make the connection from data collection to 
data dissemination:  Take 1 huge motivated team, 24 self-driven supervisors, 350+ enumerators, 37 innovative office employees, 
dozens of external partners and alliances, quality publications, timely dissemination, and constant communication.  Keep warm 
with low heat, and watch attentively until complete.  Hopefully, we will continue improving this recipe with each and every project! 

This year will perhaps be a bit more exciting with a new administration coming to work.  We, at the federal level, must sharpen our 
attention to budget constraints, and be even more fiscally attentive in order to continue making progress with fewer dollars and 
staffing limitations.  One regional office goal we do continue to build on is the development and implementation of data products 
for producers; whether it be in the delivery of pre-survey materials, handouts for enumerator staff prior to            interview, or 
efforts to better communicate results from the surveys.  The more we can explain the why and how, the easier it will be to con-
vince producers to participate.  

2017 is the Agricultural Census Year~~ Oh, and did I mention this is also a census year?  We are still in the list-building and     
partnership building phase through mid-summer.  Then we will start shifting our priority to census publicity and outreach in the 
hope that the Southern Plains Region (SPR) can perhaps capture the very first completed census report for 2017 - as we did in   
Oklahoma for the 2012 census.  I will be calling on some of you to assist with the publicity and outreach endeavor, particularly  
towards the end of 2017 and beginning of 2018. 

SPR Realignment ~~ There is no change greater than to convince the mind that change is required. We continue reviewing our 
processes and procedures within the SPR. The first step dealt with re-aligning the NASDA role to ensure our field staff are            
unequivocally supported across the entire region, and to allow our surveys group leader to provide more technical support to 
NASDA and the regional office in the way of building metrics for performance and project evaluation.  We have to know where we 
are and how we are doing before we can make productive adjustments.  The next step (which we are currently working) is to        
re-align some of the roles and responsibilities within our teams, and across the office to allow for balanced workloads and greater 
opportunities for staff development.  Stay tuned for next quarter’s update! 

I thank each of you for your commitment and dedication.  I am proud of the quality of your work and the relationships we have 
formed together as a team.  I leave you with an inspiring story that keeps me going… Continued on back page... 
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Congratulations to our  

National Award Winners!! 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

U P C O M I N G  W O R K S H O P S  
 

 

East Texas West Texas Oklahoma 

May 3-4 

Salado 

May 8-9 

Abilene 

May 10-11 

Norman 

We encourage all supervisors to be looking forward to this year’s award nominations in July. Be thinking of 

enumerators in your group who frequently go above the call of duty and may be a candidate for the nation-

al awards. 

The Southern Plains Region is pleased to announce 3 recipients for the NASDA Enumerator and Supervisor 

of the Year. Each year, twelve enumerators and supervisors are selected as national award winners from 

about 3,000 enumerators working in the field and call centers throughout the U.S. We are pleased to have 

3 awards winners from the Southern Plains Region. 

Jim McDaniel 

Enumerator of the Year               

Southern Plains Region                     

OK Data Collection Center 

Cathy Reagan  

Supervisor of the Year         

Southern Plains Region       

TX Field Supervisor 

Rhonda Withrow 

Supervisor of the Year         

Southern Plains Region        

OK Data Collection Center 

June Area  
For Supervisors and Enumerators New to June Area Only 

Supervisor Mini-schools will follow for experienced enumerators - TBD   

Wheat Objective Yield 

April Supervisor Mini-schools TBD  
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Calendar of Upcoming Surveys 
All dates are general and tentative.  Definite data collection dates will 

be included in the cover letters with assignment listings and study    

materials.   

 

Survey   Project Code  Timeframe 

ARMS III Survey   904   Jan 20—March 31 

March Ag Survey   122   Feb 27—March 14 

March Hog Report   161   Feb 28—March 14 

Organic Survey    677    Feb 21—April 1 

April Milk Production   178    March 31—April 5 

April Citrus Survey   133    March 17 – April 6 

Cash Rents & Leases   921    Feb 27—June 23 

 

Here’s a few helpful things to remember about your iPad 

 Log out of MOST/CAPI and iSolved first. Every 1-2 weeks, go to “Do Not Use” and “Settings” choose Safari on the 

left and “Clear History and Website Data” in the center of the screen. Choose “Clear” when the box pops up. The 

process takes just about one second. It will help all your applications run faster. 

 Don’t keep MOST/CAPI and iSolved open at the same time. 

 Do not leave the iPad idle for an extended time - Turn on your iPad every 2 weeks even when not working and 

keep the battery charged. Do not leave the iPad idle for more than 2 weeks. 

 Update to 10.2.1 

Supervisors should now have access 

to run time reports. 

Reports include: 

 SPR Mileage Report  

 SPR  Cell Phone Charges 

 SPR Quarterly Hours 

 SPR  Timecard Adjustments  

 SPR Time Card Hours  

Let Cathleen or Janice know if you 

have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

New Oklahoma State Statistician 

Troy was born and raised in Harrah, Oklahoma on a family farm that grew hay and cattle.  He was an 
active member of Harrah FFA.  Troy was also a member of the Oklahoma Farmers Union Youth         
Program, where he was given the opportunity to represent Oklahoma Agriculture at numerous events.  
 

Troy attended Oklahoma State University receiving a Bachelor’s Degree in Animal Science and          
Agricultural Economics, and a Master’s Degree in Agriculture.  Troy joined USDA-NASS after receiving his Graduate 
degree.  He worked in the North Carolina and Arkansas Field Offices before transferring to Washington DC, where he 
prepared national estimates and reports on Turkeys, Poultry Slaughter, Broiler and Honey Production. 
 

Troy worked in the National Operation Center in St. Louis for the Frame Maintenance Group.  Troy’s last position was 
the Regional Deputy Director for the Heartland Region supporting official agricultural statistics for both Illinois and      
Missouri. Troy and his wife, Megan, are happy to be back in Oklahoma with their two children. 
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The next NASDA Newsletter will be published in May 2017. What exciting and innovative things are going on in your NASDA group? 
Are there unique crops in your area that you can share? Submit your items to your NASDA Coordinator by Friday, April 14 to be  

included in a future newsletter.  

...Continued from front page 

THE STAR THROWER 
Inspired by the writing of Loren Eiseley 

 
Once upon a time there was an old man who used to go to the ocean to walk along the beach and enjoy the 
waves crashing upon the rocks. Early one morning he was walking along the shore by himself. As he looked 

down the deserted beach, he saw a human figure in the distance. As he got closer to the stranger, he saw that 
it was a young teenage boy. The boy was reaching down to the sand, picking up something and very gently 

throwing it into the ocean. As the old man got closer, he yelled out, 
 

“Good morning, young fellow. What are you doing?" 
The teenager paused, looked up and replied, "Throwing starfish back in the ocean." 

"Why on earth are you doing that?" asked the old man. 

The boy replied, "Because the sun is up and the tide is going out. If I don’t throw them in they’ll die." 

The old man looked at the teenager in disbelief and said, "But the beach goes on for miles and miles and there 

are starfish all along it. You can’t possibly make a difference." 

 

The young boy listened politely, then bent down, picked up another starfish and threw it into the sea, past the 

breaking waves and said, "It made a difference for that one." And then the very wise young boy continued on 

his way down the beach, bending down and throwing starfish after starfish back into the ocean. 

 

…Together, we can make a difference.                                                  

 HAPPY NEW YEAR! ~~ Wilbert Hundl, Jr. 
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