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Weather determines the Final Results 

The final outcome of our adaptive practices are 
determined by the weather. 

1. In general, early planting to beat pollination 
problems generate best results. 

2.  Feeding the plant at the appropriate time 
yields best results. 

3.  Scouting your fields pays big dividends. 

4.  Do appropriate agronomic practices and be 
prepared for what the season brings. 



What is Sustainability? 

• Decreasing soil 
erosion and use of 
pesticides, fertilizers, 
irrigation and fuel 

• Yields continue to 
increase 

•  Farmer Profitability 

 

 



Land Use Soil Loss Irrigation Energy Climate 

Amount of land 
to produce one 
bushel of corn 

Soil loss per 
bushel, above a 
tolerable level 

Irrigation water 
use per bushel 

Energy used to 
produce one 

bushel 

Emissions per 
bushel 

37% 69% 27% 37% 30% 

Corn’s Impacts, 1987-2011 



Know your cost 
of Production 
For example; 
Land cost are 
approximately 
1/3 my cost of 

production. Many 
farmers are very 
concerned about 
sharing this one 

piece of 
information due 
to concerns of 
confidentiality. 
Do you blame 
them? Why is 
this request so 

important to the 
survey? 

$50.41  



Profitability may be tough in 2014 

 



Regulation cost per 1,100 acre Farm in 
Illinois – RCF Economic and Financial   

Environmental Compliance Category  -  Total 

1. Crop Production         $ 24,992 

2. Fuel and Chemical storage             $   4,257 

3. Tier 4 Compliance         $   6,871 

 

Total – Single Farm Illustration       $  36,120 



Conclusions-Adaptive Practices 

•  Many different  practices including  mechanical, timing of 
application, variable fertilizer rates and other farmer 
practices including prescription population and spacing 

•  Cover Crop technologies available for application. 
•  New Commercial technologies coming on line. 
•  Sustainability begins with farmer profitability from the land 

with proper management. 
•  In general, one size regulations does not fit every farm. 
•  Therefore, more cooperative research is necessary 

including University and On the Farm testing. 
•  Weather and markets have the final say as to profits. 
•  Effective Policies such as the RFS are critical to profitability. 

 
 
 



Farmer Concerns in filling out 
information for an ARMS survey 

• Transparency, Fairness, What are the benefit to farmers 
for filling out the information on the survey? 

•  Most farmers believe that the information they 
provide comes back inaccurately portrayed in the 
results. 

• In data provided within a county, there are a multitude 
number of farmers providing information however very 
few farmers plant and harvest the majority of the crop. 
Is this where the data gets skewed? Do you weigh the 
data by volume of acres planted and harvested? 

 



So, how can you convince a producer 
to cooperate in the ARMS survey? 

 
 

• 1. First there needs to be transparency in why you are 
requesting the survey. 

• 2. What will the survey results do to help decrease 
farmers risk management concerns rather than add 
another layer of regulations? 

• 3. What can NASS do to help farmers with (FSA) 
transparency? One example, how difficult would it be 
to know precisely how many acres are planted to what 
crop by July 16 th. in this age of computer response 
time. 



ARMS – Continued 
 

• 4. There is a very uneasiness of farmers over Big Data 
stored in the Cloud. Will their information that cost 
large sums of money to accumulate be used against 
them in future regulations. Will NASS be willing to pay 
for this information? There really is nothing free. 

• 5. Who has access to this data? USDA, large 
companies, Food companies utilizing this information 
for sustainable profiteering for their company, etc. 
What safeguards do you have in place? 

• 6. How does this information apply to the average farm 
when there is so much variability in size of operations? 



ARMS - Continued 

• 7. Will survey answers create potential violations of 
Conservation Compliance in the New Farm Bill. Will 
their answers on your ARMS put them in jeopardy of 
retribution for example if they could not complete a 
conservation project on the farm due to weather? 

• 8. Just how are county yields figured for the January 
Crop report? I have never received a straight answer on 
this question. When I farm in two side by side counties 
and final county yields are very far apart, it really 
affects my bottom line on Crop insurance when both 
fields yielded the same on opposite sides of the road. 

 



ARMS - Continued 

• 9. A few years ago when EPA allowed personal 
Livestock information available to radical groups that is 
when farmers became very suspect of government. 

• 10. In respect to cash rent questions, couldn’t you 
retrieve information from FBFM reports? Farmers are 
very concerned about privacy protection. Can you get 
the info you want that would reflect a generalized 
response rather than personal information. 

• 11. Simplify!  This survey that seems like a very 
antiquated survey that needs to be streamlined. How 
do you sort out untruthful answers from respondents? 



Another point to keep in mind. 

 
• Several Ag Economist are expecting a major turn 

over in farm operators of up to 70% within the 
next 10 years due to the increasing age of the 
current farming population. Many farmers are 
just waiting for an excuse to retire. The average 
age of a farmer is close to 58 years old. How will 
that affect NASS surveys in the future. Now 
several of the farm operations are held within a 
family so change will be minimal but dealing with 
a new generation could be challenging. 



We are Sustainable 
 



Thank you and I would be happy to answer any questions. 
 
Gniemeyerfarms@juno.com 
 

mailto:Gniemeyerfarms@juno.com

