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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

STATE OF MONTANA 

September 9, 2015 

 

 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy  

Office of the Administrator   

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator  

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Room 1101A 

Washington, DC 20460 

 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

 

As you know, agriculture is an extremely important industry in our state.  Our farmers, ranchers, and 

foresters produce food and fiber while serving as proud stewards of their land, which has in many 

cases been maintained within the same family for generations.  However, they face a rising number of 

burdens and challenges.   

 

Increasingly, I am hearing concerns from our agricultural folks that federal public policy decisions, 

including those involving the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), are originating not from open 

debates in public, but from litigation and informal regulatory processes. 

 

By its own written policy, released in February 2012, the EPA has committed itself to scientific 

integrity and impartiality in its work, as well as consideration of such important factors as “practicality, 

economics, and societal impact” when conducting science-related activities. I commend you for 

committing the agency in this regard, and believe that a sharp attention to these principles serves the 

agency well.  

 

Future investment and growth in our agriculture sector depends on sound, science-based regulations 

that are developed in an open and transparent manner.  Modern agriculture depends on technology 

such as precision farming equipment, crop protection chemistries and agricultural nutrients to expand 

crop yields and increase efficiencies, reduce environmental impacts, improve profitability and provide 

safe, healthy, abundant and affordable food products.  We urge the agency keep these important factors 

in mind and to avoid policy decisions that fail to consider all available scientific evidence or are 

otherwise inconsistent with the agency’s written scientific integrity policies.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

STEVE BULLOCK  

Governor 
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