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January 26, 2016 
 
The Honorable Gina McCarthy  
Office of the Administrator   
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator  
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Room 1101A 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Dear Administrator McCarthy, 
 
Agriculture is an extremely important industry in Idaho. It provides not only for state and 
national needs, but also the needs of our trading partners around the world. Idaho 
farmers, ranchers and foresters produce food and fiber for the basic sustenance of human 
life.  
 
Aside from other challenges that Idaho’s agriculture industry faces today, many recent 
and pending public policy decisions – several of which involve the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) – are compounding those difficulties. For example, the Waters 
of the United States (WOTUS) rule has the potential to hurt agricultural operations by 
placing additional regulatory requirements on waters that did not historically fall under 
the umbrella of the Clean Water Act. Growers and ranchers who have never had to 
comply with the requirements of WOTUS may find themselves navigating significant 
bureaucratic red tape if WOTUS expands the jurisdictional determinations.  
 
In accordance with its own rules, the EPA is supposed to be dedicated to producing 
scientific work of the highest quality that is free from political interference, and to 
consider such additional factors as practicality, economics and societal impact. I hope the 
agency will meet that mandate in making decisions that affect Idaho industry and the 
livelihood of our citizens. I also ask that the EPA consider that states are involved in 
setting environmental policies within their borders and that state decisions, while in the 
range of acceptable alternatives set by the EPA nationally, may not always align with the 
preferences of EPA Region 10. The EPA must recognize state authority and policy 
positions. 
 
Modern agriculture depends on technology, which supports safer and more abundant 
harvests. Advancing agricultural technologies is frequently and unfortunately limited by 
overreaching federal policy. A review of policies relating to pesticides and other 
proposed EPA regulations that restrict land use must be developed and implemented in a 
commonsense way that thoroughly considers both scientific and unique regional factors.  
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Future investments and growth in agriculture rely on sound, science-based regulations 
that are developed in an open and transparent manner. I urge the EPA to keep these 
important factors in mind and to avoid policy decisions that fail to consider all available 
scientific evidence. The ability of our agriculture sector to thrive and prosper may well 
hinge on the capacity of the EPA to make decisions that are free from undue bureaucratic 
and political influence.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 As Always – Idaho, “Esto Perpetua” 

  
CLO/bb-kf C.L. “Butch” Otter 
 Governor of Idaho 
 
 
cc: Director John Tippets, Idaho State Department of Environmental Quality 
      Director Celia Gould, Idaho State Department of Agriculture 
       


