
 

 

April 1, 2015 

Dear Congressman: 

 

Agriculture remains Georgia’s largest industry and its health is critical to the state’s economy. Tens of 

thousands of Georgian’s are employed by agriculture and the industry contributes over 72 billion dollars 

annually to the state’s economy. Recognizing agriculture’s importance to the state of Georgia, I encourage you 

to support only legislative or regulatory action that is based on sound science and practice, as well as oppose any 

action that may result in unnecessary restrictions on the use of modern agricultural technologies. Such 

technologies include, but are not limited to, crop protection chemistries, nutrients, and genetically engineered or 

enhanced traits.  

Sound science rather than the “precautionary principle” should be the premise of regulatory and legislative 

action. In recent years, the Georgia General Assembly codified the definition of the term “sustainable 

agriculture” in a response to its increased usage. 

"Sustainable agriculture" or "sustainable agricultural practices" means science-based agricultural practices, 

technologies, or biological systems supported by research or otherwise demonstrated to lead to broad outcomes-

based improvements, which may include but not be limited to such critical outcomes as increasing agricultural 

productivity and improving human health through access to safe, nutritious, affordable food and other 

agricultural products, while enhancing agricultural and surrounding environmental conditions through the 

stewardship of water, soil, air quality, biodiversity, and wildlife habitat, so as to meet the needs of the present 

and improve the ability for future generations to meet their own needs while advancing progress toward 

environmental, social, and economic goals and the well-being of agricultural producers and rural communities. 

O.C.G.A. § 2-2-1(3). 

Agriculture has a long history of success and safety in protecting and further enhancing the food, feed, and fiber 

supply of Georgians and consequently, it is the most studied and regulated of all industries at both the State and 

Federal levels. The continued success of the industry depends on both state and federal regulators utilizing 

science based data to assess both product and ingredient safety.  For these reasons, I respectfully ask that you 

support the use of science-based data to assess the impacts and the regulation of modern agricultural 

technologies.   

I hope this note finds you well. As I travel throughout Georgia and encounter constituents from all walks of life, 

I grow increasingly concerned about the disconnect between consumers and agriculture. Most citizens love 

“farmer.” Many, however, are confused about farming.  

Thank you for your service, 

      Sincerely,  

       
      Gary W. Black 

      Commissioner 
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