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Washington, D.C. (January 28, 2013)—“The principles put forward today by a bipartisan group of eight 
Senators serves as an important first step as Congress begins the task of crafting legislation to address 
the issue of immigration. Each of these eight Senators should be commended for the leadership and 
thoughtfulness shown in moving to address this issue, one of particular importance to agriculture. 

“The Agriculture Workforce Coalition (AWC) is heartened that the group’s principles recognize the 
unique labor needs of production agriculture and the vital role that immigrant farm workers play in 
feeding all Americans. Quite simply, American agriculture as we know it would not be possible without 
the contributions of more than 1.5 million hired workers each year. As such, the Senate principles reflect 
a major step in the right direction.  

“The AWC remains committed to the goal of ensuring that America’s farms, ranches and other 
agricultural operations have access to a stable and skilled workforce. Especially important, from our 
perspective, is that legislation must address our future workforce needs with a modern guest worker 
visa program, in addition to providing an adjustment in immigration status for current experienced 
workers. This position is also fully consistent with the principles outlined by the Senators. 

“As this process begins, the AWC looks forward to working with both members of Congress and the 
Administration to ensure that America’s farmers have access to the workers they need to maintain their 
productivity and competitiveness.”  

About the Agriculture Workforce Coalition 

The Agriculture Workforce Coalition (AWC) brings together organizations representing the diverse needs 
of agricultural employers across the country. AWC serves as the unified voice of agriculture in the effort 
to ensure that America’s farmers, ranchers and growers have access to a stable and secure workforce. 

To help achieve this goal, the AWC has developed a framework that presents a viable solution to 
agriculture’s labor needs. The proposal includes both an earned adjustment in status for current 
agricultural employees who presently lack legal status and a program to ensure an adequate farm 
workforce in the future. Also, unlike current programs such as H2-A, the AWC proposal is meant to 
ensure that all types of producers—including both those with seasonal labor needs and ones with year-
round labor needs—have access to the workforce they need to remain productive and competitive.  

Additional information on the AWC can be found on its website: www.agworkforcecoalition.org. 


