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Greg Thessen, Regional Director    
 
It looks like the yield data you collected in late August and early September confirmed that there 
is a large corn and soybean crop awaiting harvest. Yields for both crops are forecast at record 
highs in Iowa and Wisconsin while yields in Minnesota are expected to be the second highest on 
record for both crops. When these numbers were released, I was in Washington D.C. escorting 
Iowa Farm Bureau members into Lockup.  Since the report was released on Monday, I flew from 
Des Moines to D.C. on Sunday, September 11.  Fifteen years ago, on September 11, 2001, I was 
working on the Crop Production report in Washington D.C. when the terrorist attacks happened.  I 
will always remember that day as we postponed the report and drove home past the Pentagon that 
was on fire.  We didn’t work on the 12th but returned on September 13th, driving past the still 
smoldering Pentagon with a huge hole in one side. I always considered myself lucky to be able to 
return to work and finish what we had started. 
 
NASS also recently released results of the 2015 
Organic Production Survey.  Although this 
industry is small compared to conventional 
agriculture, organic sales continue to grow at a 
rapid pace.  Nationally, the results showed that 
organic product sales totaled $6.2 billion in 
2015, up 13 percent from 2014.  California and 
Wisconsin had the largest number of certified 
organic farms with 2,637 and 1,205, 
respectively.  Meanwhile, Iowa ranked fifth in 
number of certified organic farms and 
Minnesota ranked tenth.  If you are interested in additional details from this report visit 
www.nass.usda.gov/Newsroom/2016/09_15_2016.php . 
 
The Iowa Farm Bureau Marketers Group that I was escorting also visited the American Farm 
Bureau during their time in D.C. to discuss various issues.  During those discussions, it was 
mentioned that the debate on a new farm bill will begin in 2017.  I think this makes the work you 
are doing on the Agricultural Resource Management Survey (ARMS) more important than ever.  
It should be of particular importance to farmers, given that corn is one of the commodities we are 
focusing on this year, and prices may be below the cost of production.  The ARMS will allow 
farmers to tell this story and influence the programs in the next farm bill. Use this as a selling 
point as you contact farmers for this critically important survey. 
 
I know we have you working on many surveys this fall, so as harvest gets in full swing be on the 
lookout for machinery on the roads.  As always, thanks for your efforts, keep up the good work, 
and be safe! 

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Newsroom/2016/09_15_2016.php


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING SURVEYS 

UPCOMING TRAINING 

There are no less than 20 end of year surveys for our region! This includes the surveys you are most 
familiar with: Ag Survey, Hogs, Cattle, Cattle on Feed, Sheep & Goats, Row Crop County Estimates 
(CAPS), and Ag Labor. We’ve already started ARMS II and Veg Chem, and will have CEAP shortly. 
 
But did you also know there are FIVE ‘bee surveys’? We have historically conducted the Bee and 

Honey Survey collecting honey production from producers with 5 or  more  hives. However , in 
response to the National Strategy to Promote the Health of Honey Bees and Other Pollinators and 
concerns over Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD), the program was expanded. The Small Operator Bee 

and Honey Survey is similar  to the Bee and Honey Survey, but targets operators with less than 5 
hives. In order to help measure the effects of CCD, the Quarterly Colony Loss Survey was imple-
mented for operators with more than 5 hives and an Annual Colony Loss Survey for operators with 
less than 5 hives. In addition, the Cost of Pollination Survey asks crop producers about the fees they 
paid for honey bee pollination and any other expenses related to pollinating their crops.    
 
Minnesota and Wisconsin have a variety of end of year surveys to match their diverse cropping prac-
tices. This includes Potato Stocks, Potato Ag Yield, Vegetable Grower Inquiry (Fresh Market and 

Processing), and Fruit Production and Disposition (Apples and Cherries). 
 
In addition, Minnesota will conduct a Dry Bean Survey and Wisconsin will conduct both a Mint Sur-

vey and Cranberry Survey. 

 
Of course, not all surveys will be collected within our region (field or phone). However, please be 
sure to keep an eye on the Enumerator Instructions and due dates.  
 

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO!!! 

IOWA 
 

CEAP: November 1—2 
 
ARMS III: February 6—8 
 
Mid-Year: May 15—17 

MINNESOTA 
 
ARMS  III: Week of Feb 6  
 
Mid-Year: Week of May 8 
 

WISCONSIN 
 
ARMS III: Feb 7—10 
 
Mid– Year: May 16—18 



 Tiffany Byrne, Minnesota NASDA 
 Coordinator     

Happy Fall! First, I want to thank all of you for your hard work and dedication during 
the June Surveys, Objective Yield and CEAP Screening.  I also want to give a shout out 

to all the supervisors for attending the supervisor retreat where you openly shared your ideas, con-
cerns and experiences. November will mark two years since I moved to MN as the NASDA  
coordinator and I will be helping plan my third ARMS III School. I really enjoy working with all of 
you—it is exciting and entertaining on a daily basis.  

As most of you know, the iPad is one of my strong points. I love to help you guys gain confidence 
working with your iPads. As a Region we have achieved some huge milestones on the iPad, but the 
biggest one is ahead of us with the new iSolve payroll system. I have no doubt that together we will 
conquer this new system. As Ben Franklin said, “Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. 
Involve me and I learn.” The best way to learn any new system is to actually use the new system.  I 
wish all of you a great and productive harvest season! If you have any questions, please don’t hesi-
tate to give your NC or the office a call.  I am looking forward to the time ahead.  

Steve Stockdale, Estimates Section 

It did not seem like it yesterday when I was waiting for the bus in 90 degree weather, but 
they tell me today is the first day of fall. I checked last October’s newsletter and I was 
saying how cool it was and that I needed a jacket. That is the Upper Midwest for you, if 
you don’t like the weather, just wait, it will change.  

The estimates section just got done sending the season final small grain estimates off to headquar-

ters. While I cannot say what the estimates will be, it is no secret that all 3 states had good growing 

seasons.  Hopefully, farmers will be feeling good about their crops as you head out to collect data for 

ARMS II, CEAP and Small Grains and Row Crop County Estimates. Please be extra careful when 

collecting data for the County Estimate Surveys. Some farmers will get, or not get government pay-

ments and/or insurance payments based on the estimates we set. These are always some of the most 

scrutinized estimates we release. As always, thanks for the great job you do collecting data. 

NASDA Newsletter: January 2017 

The next NASDA Newsletter will be published in January 2017. What exciting and 
innovative things are going on in your NASDA group? Are there unique crops in 
your area that you can share? 

Submit your items to your NASDA Coordinator by Friday, December 16 to be in-
cluded in the next newsletter. 



GET TO KNOW YOUR iPAD!! 

As we begin data collection for the Chemical Use surveys, check out the Agricultural Chemical Use 

Program on the NASS website.  

Record your time under Project Code 906. 

1) From the iPad home screen, tap on the NASS icon.

2) On the green bar near the top, tap on the arrow next to Surveys.

3) In the drop down box, tap on Guide to NASS Surveys and Programs.

4) The first program listed in Agricultural Chemical Use, tap on that title.

5) Scroll down to the section titled Latest Releases.

a) Check out the 2015 Oat and Soybean Highlights

b) Check out the 2014 Corn and Potato (MN & WI) Highlights

6) Scroll down to the section titled Future Surveys.  You can see that Soybeans will

be a target commodity in 2017.

7) Scroll down to More….About the Agricultural Chemical Use Program.

Review this section as it provides a good overview of the data and who uses it.     



��PER���OR RETR�AT 

S�����is
r� n� 
�fi�� st�� t
�� 
��� S�e� S��r� 
Ex�hn!� "# 
Dec
r&' , I
w�.  

T�� S�e� S��r� Ex�hn!� -is-
/i
# i� t0 c
n1���� n� 2r
34� 
A6��ic�’� 89l;�r&<=> ?"��r1� @uB 
�ndn!�De� grF�# n� fHo� 8r
J 
���ita!� f
� Lu;�D� !�M�ra;i
n� @> 
cN<Oec;"nP Qr
R"nP, n� Sh�"nP 
��"Tlo
3 1�ed� n� Ulnt�. 



OBJECTIVE YIELD 
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VWXA 
Karen W and Connie M - data 

collection in rain or shine! 

Corn and Soybean 

Objective Yield Training 

Left: Joanne J setting up 

the corn unit.  

Right: Odean J reviewing 

lateral branches with his 

group.  
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Potato Objective  

Yield Training 

Front: John T,  

Jim J, Laurie G, 

Janis Y, Carl P 

Back: Richard J,  

Heidi W, Allen S, 

Roger W, Dave G,  

Ernie A, Terry J 


