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Connecting farmers | Inspiring change | Preserving the environment 

 

NASDA Foundation is the only educational and research organization that directly serves 
the nation’s state departments of agriculture. We partner with states to develop programs 
that connect farmers to new markets, inspire change across the supply chain, and 
preserving the environment and agricultural viability. 
 
 
2019 Projects 
 
Women in Agriculture Project 
The Women in Agriculture Project empowers women farmers and entrepreneurs in the 
Pacific Northwest to grow their food and beverage businesses and enter into new regional 
markets. We launched the project last year in Oregon and Washington in partnership with 
the Oregon Department of Agriculture, Washington State Department of Agriculture, and 
the Oregon State University Food Innovation Center. The Women in Agriculture Project 
involves the following: 

• Women in Agriculture Survey – a survey of 283 women farmers and 
entrepreneurs from Oregon & Washington that explored their business needs and 
interests.  

• Women’s Farm to Food Business Competition – a competition that provides 
women farmers and entrepreneurs with a total of $40,000 to launch, grow or scale 
their businesses. The deadline for applications is January 31. We’ve received 160 
applications so far.  

• Women’s Farm to Food Accelerator Program – a 90-day accelerator that will 
equip 75 female specialty crop producers in Washington and Oregon to grow their 
value-added food businesses by providing training in product development, 
marketing, food safety, and business development. 

 
Farm to School Project 
NASDA Foundation has submitted a project proposal to the USDA Food and Nutrition 
Service to establish the USDA-NASDA Foundation Farm to School Accelerator Program. The 
project has three objectives: 1) to develop a comprehensive producer farm to school 
curriculum, 2) equip State agencies to facilitate trainings using the curriculum, and 3) 
support State agencies as they implement trainings across the country. The goal of the F2S 
Accelerator Program is to empower producers (i.e. farmers, fishers, ranchers) to increase 
their engagement in farm to school activities, including selling more products to schools. 
 
Congressional Tours 
NASDA Foundation is hosting agricultural tours for Congressional staff and state agency 
staff. The agricultural tours will be co-hosted by the NASDA Foundation Second Vice 
President and take place in his or her state. In 2019, the agricultural tours will be co-hosted 
by Commissioner Ryan Quarles and take place in Kentucky. In 2020, the agricultural tours 
will be co-hosted by Commissioner Richard Ball and take place in New York. Topics will 
vary based on emerging issues in agricultural.    

https://www.nasda.org/foundation/women-in-agriculture
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