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Subject of Action Item: Funding for National Agriculture in the Classroom Programs 1 
 2 
Submitted By: Commissioner Adam Putnam, Florida 3 
 4 
Text of Action Item:  5 
 6 
NASDA encourages the United States Department of Agriculture National Institute of Food and Agriculture 7 
(USDA/NIFA) to continue to provide grants to the National Agriculture in the Classroom Organization (NAITCO) as 8 
has been the practice since NAITCO’s inception.     9 
 10 
Background & Rationale: 11 
 12 
The National Agriculture in the Classroom Organization (NAITCO) represents the Agriculture in the Classroom 13 
programs in 48 states and six U.S. territories. Each of these state programs provides the leadership and 14 
resources for delivering agricultural literacy outreach in kindergarten through 12th grade. With budgets totaling 15 
$10 million in 2013, the state programs collectively reached 6.5 million students (1 percent of the K-12 16 
population) and 165,000 teachers. 17 
 18 
NAITCO was established by a consortium of states to help grow and sustain USDA’s Ag in the Classroom (AITC) 19 
initiative. The organization is directed by volunteers from the member states and is funded through dues, 20 
generous sponsorships, and grants. NAITCO is particularly important to weaker AITC state programs that rely on 21 
the national program for its high quality K-12 lesson plans and companion resources that they don’t have the 22 
means to produce. For instance, Connecticut relies on one volunteer to operate its AITC program. 23 
 24 
Through the years USDA/NIFA has supported Ag in the Classroom at the national level with annual grants and 25 
since its inception, NAITCO has significantly leveraged the funding it receives from USDA at nearly $25 for every 26 
$1 received from USDA.  The 2015 omnibus budget Congress recently passed includes a line item of $552,000 for 27 
‘Agriculture in the K-12 Classroom.’ However USDA/NIFA has indicated that they are considering not funding 28 
grants to NAITCO for National Ag in the Classroom activities this year. 29 
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