
 National Association of State Departments of Agriculture 

 Action Item F 

Subject of Action Item:  NASDA Support of Rapid Response Team Grants 1 
 2 
Submitted By: Director Jamie Clover Adams, Michigan 3 
 4 
Text of Action Item:   5 
 6 
NASDA urges the FDA’s continued support for the Rapid Response Team program and similar efforts to improve the 7 
nation’s integrated response to food and feed emergencies in the states. 8 
 9 
Background & Rationale (Note: Information in this section will not be included in the final text of the Action 10 
Item):   11 
 12 
The Food and Drug Administration has invested time and resources in 18 participating states through the Rapid 13 
Response Team grant program.  FDA spends approximately $5-6 million annually on RRT.  Substantial work has 14 
been done and great progress has been made.  Funding for the future is uncertain.  Nine states (RI, NY, PA, MD, 15 
WV, MS, GA, IA, & MO) may have no funding as of September 1, 2015, and the other nine (CA, FL, MA, MI, MN, 16 
NC, TX, VA, and WA) have grant agreements through August 31, 2016.  To build and sustain an integrated food 17 
safety system it takes investment by the federal and state partners and the RRT model is something that should 18 
continue and be replicated.   19 
 20 
[Text of Draft Letter] 21 
 22 
Recipient TBD 23 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration 24 
 25 
We are writing today to thank you and the Food and Drug Administration for your support in building capabilities in 26 
food and feed emergency response in the states, and to urge your continued support for the Rapid Response Team 27 
program and similar efforts to improve the nation’s integrated response to these kinds of events. 28 
 29 
In 2008, the FDA launched a pilot program funding six states to improve response plans, training efforts, and 30 
coordination between the state agencies responsible for food and feed investigations and responses and their 31 
counterparts in the FDA’s district offices.  The pilot program evolved and grew, and now includes 18 states and 14 of 32 
FDA’s districts.  This has been a successful endeavor for several reasons.  Federal, state, and local regulatory 33 
response infrastructures need to keep pace with the rapidly expanding globalized food supply.  The additional 34 
resources provided by FDA, in conjunction with the state resources provided by the participating states, were 35 
welcome – and necessary – to build and develop expertise.  Simply put, expecting new levels of training and 36 
capabilities without providing new resources is a recipe for frustrated staff and a frustrated public.  Having 37 
additional staff has been necessary to develop and improve response plans, standard operating procedures, and the 38 
other related documents that form the backbone of a highly functional response program.  Testing those plans 39 
through exercises and real world responses has shown that this investment in the states has been successful.  40 
Further, the coordination between the participating states and the FDA’s districts has improved greatly and is a 41 
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model for how to build the relationships and trust between different agencies working together to improve food 42 
and feed safety. 43 
 44 
Through the RRT program, we’ve seen a national response network evolve.  We’ve seen the development of a Best 45 
Practices Manual that helps create a level of measurable accountability in the funded states and that can serve as a 46 
guide for states and local agencies to improve their programs.  We’ve also seen many examples of improved multi-47 
agency collaboration and cooperation in a wide range of food and feed incidents.  This federal investment, 48 
combined with significant state investments, has made the RRT a model for focused collaboration and tangible 49 
results to protect the public health in both prevention and response.  50 
 51 
All programs evolve and change over time to meet new needs and address new challenges.  As we continue to move 52 
forward building an integrated food safety system, we urge the FDA to recognize the great work done under the RRT 53 
program and to continue this important work.  We encourage FDA to continue to invest in building capabilities and 54 
capacity at the state level by using the RRT program as a successful model and by expanding programs like the RRT 55 
so additional states can participate.  The RRT program has provided a practical and effective mechanism for building 56 
and sustaining food and feed emergency response capacities for since its inception.  Loss of a program like this could 57 
jeopardize the gains we have worked so hard together to achieve. 58 
 59 
Sincerely,  60 
Barbara P. Glenn, Ph.D. 61 
Chief Executive Officer 62 
NASDA 63 
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