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Subject of Action Item: Integrated Food Safety System 
 
Submitted By:   NASDA staff (Sponsor Pending) 
 
Text of Action Item:  
 
With regards to the FDA relationship and FSMA, NASDA fully supports an integrated food safety system and asks the 1 
following: 2 
 3 

 For the Commissioner to expeditiously reorganize FDA food safety functionality by moving the Office of 4 
Regulatory Affairs under the Deputy Commissioner for Foods and Veterinary Medicine, thus 5 
consolidating all food safety policy and operational functions under the Office of Foods and Veterinary 6 
Medicine. 7 

 8 

 For the FDA to also develop an adjudication board consisting of FDA regulatory and policy 9 
representatives as well as appointed representatives from its regulatory partners at the state and local 10 
level, where any directly involved party in an action can request review of proposed actions to 11 
determine the better means to achieve compliance by adjudicating any issues resulting from FDA or any 12 
state or local partners’ inspections, associated letters, and compliance actions. In addition, to assist in 13 
this endeavor, for the FDA to appoint a separate advisory board, including representation from the 14 
adjudication board and from industry, farming, state and local agencies, national associations and 15 
academia, to provide input to the adjudication board regarding its responsibilities and compliance best 16 
practices.  17 

 18 

 For the FDA to establish an ombudsman position, reporting to the Deputy Commissioner for Foods and 19 
Veterinary Medicine, to work as a liaison between FDA, its partners, and the regulated industry.   20 

 21 

 For the Commissioner to direct the development of a process to move FDA from an enforcement agency 22 
measured by injunctions, seizures and consent decrees, to a public health centered agency. In addition, 23 
measures must be developed to objectively track the actions taken independently, and in combination 24 
with, state and local agencies in the protection of public health. 25 

 26 

 For the FDA to formally partner with NASDA in the development of an operational structure for the 27 
implementation of FSMA that includes NASDA in the development and review of all assignments, 28 
guidance documents, inspection protocols, and compliance policies related to the agriculture industry 29 
that will include the development of a framework to ensure financial support of states and associated 30 
stakeholders responsible for conducting training, outreach, assessments, and inspections in support of 31 
existing and new regulations promulgated by FDA. This, and other partnership criteria, shall be placed in 32 
a formal MOU between NASDA and FDA. 33 

 34 

To be completed by NASDA Staff: 
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 For the FDA to solicit and incorporate NASDA input in the development of a coordinated and 35 
overarching compliance & enforcement strategy that confers the role of primary enforcement for 36 
agriculture issues on State agencies; and for the FDA to also put into place objective measures to 37 
track joint work planning, joint inspections and investigations, engage states in post-event “hot 38 
washing,” integrate state lab data, and enhance communication in support of an integrated food safety 39 
system.  40 

 41 

 For the FDA to expeditiously develop a process in accordance with agency disclosure requirements to 42 
share pre-decisional information as appropriate with NASDA to facilitate State Departments of 43 
Agriculture awareness of pending food safety initiatives including but not limited to pending legislation, 44 
assignments or compliance actions. 45 

 46 

 For the FDA to revisit the proposed FSMA rules related to the production of food and feed and seriously 47 
consider the concerns of producers and mitigate the unintended consequences before releasing the 48 
final rules. If the final rules result in the same concerns for producers that are found in the proposed 49 
rules, NASDA will ask its Congressional representatives to ensure that action is taken to amend the law 50 
and/or regulations. 51 

 52 
Background & Rationale (Note: Information in this section will not be included in the final text of the Action 53 
Item): 54 
 55 
NASDA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan association that represents the commissioners, secretaries, and directors of 56 
state Departments of Agriculture in all fifty states and four U.S. territories. As state regulators of significant 57 
aspects of our nation’s agriculture industry, NASDA members are actively involved in ensuring the safety of an 58 
abundant food supply, protection of animal and plant health and our environment, as well as promoting the 59 
vitality of our rural communities. FDA is responsible for protecting the public health by assuring the safety, 60 
efficacy and security of human and veterinary drugs, biological products, medical devices, our nation’s food 61 
supply, cosmetics, and products that emit radiation; and 62 
 63 
The passage of the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) created historic changes in food safety law on a 64 
national scale by authorizing increased enforcement capability for the agency, creating more accountability for 65 
the regulated industries and mandating enhanced partnerships between FDA and state and local agencies.  Both 66 
NASDA and FDA strongly support the development of an integrated food safety system as envisioned by FSMA 67 
and acknowledge the importance of integrating the institutional knowledge of state agencies, national 68 
associations, industry and academia in the common goal of protecting public health.  A highly coordinated 69 
approach including FDA, NASDA members, state regulatory agencies, industry and academia is essential to 70 
establish the outreach, education, inspection and compliance programs necessary for achieving high rates of 71 
industry compliance with new FSMA regulations.  72 
 73 
NASDA has a proven ability to effectively foster collective interactions with national associations, federal and 74 
state agencies, academic and industry stakeholders and has served in a liaison or facilitator capacity for these 75 
stakeholders in areas of mutual interest or conflict resolution. NASDA and key NASDA members are recognized 76 
as preeminent authorities on issues related to the agriculture industry as well as the regulations and policies 77 
governed by State Departments of Agriculture.  This expertise serves as a valuable resource to FDA that is 78 
essential to successful implementation of FSMA and the development of an integrated food safety system. 79 
  80 
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A strong and collaborative relationship between FDA and NASDA will benefit all stakeholders by optimizing 81 
efficient and effective means of rapidly sharing information, developing policies, and promoting new models for 82 
compliance with new and existing regulations that have impact on the agriculture community. 83 


