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 Action Item B 

Subject of Action Item: Rail Transportation 1 
 2 
Submitted By: WASDA (Director de Yong, Montana) 3 
 4 
Text of Action Item:  NASDA supports federal legislation and actions by the Surface Transportation Board (STB) 5 
and the railroads to assure that agricultural inputs and commodities move at a pace that does not disrupt the 6 
growing, harvesting, rotation, or pricing of agricultural commodities and products in the U.S. and abroad. 7 
 8 
Background & Rationale (Note: Information in this section will not be included in the final text of the Action 9 
Item): 10 
 11 
Congestion in America’s and Canada’s rail system has led to delays in the timely shipment and marketing of 12 
commodities and agricultural inputs.  In 2014, producers and agricultural businesses had difficulties marketing 13 
and shipping their crops in a timely manner.  In some cases, this did not allow contracts to be fulfilled on time.  14 
Additional stress is added to all sectors of our agribusiness economy when rail transportation is unreliable, 15 
unavailable, or untimely.  Unlike coal or oil, production cannot be slowed or halted in a short amount of time.  16 
Seasonal cycles of agriculture production require timely inputs for production and timely output at harvest and 17 
throughout the year, which is necessary to remain a reliable supplier in the global market. 18 
 19 
The STB and the railroads must provide appropriate prioritization of the agriculture sector based on the realties 20 
and limitations that farmers face, coupled with the fact that many crops suffer degradation when not shipped in 21 
a timely manner.  Failure to address this need in both the short and long term will not only cost producers 22 
billions in lost sales, but will also hurt our international reputation as a reliable seller of agricultural goods and 23 
result in lower prices received by producers. 24 
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