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Text of Policy Amendment (The following Policy Amendment Replaces Current Sections 8.2-8.3; 

Creates sections 8.7-8.8) 

8.3 Grazing on Public Land  

Established decades ago, public lands grazing supports many family-based operations and is vital to the 

culture, customs and economies of many regions. Ranching operations and public land grazing provide 

needed food for a growing population. These operations also maintain open spaces and important 

habitat conditions benefiting wildlife and recreation.  Restrictions in public lands grazing have negative 

ecological impacts and dramatic negative economic impacts on ranchers and ranch dependent 

communities. Land management decisions are most effective when made through collaborative, 

cooperative and coordinated efforts.  A majority of the land in the West is managed by the federal 

government, making public lands vital to Western agriculture. Continued grazing on public lands is 

essential to the future of ranching and farming in the West. 

 NASDA supports the multiple resource use of federal lands, including livestock grazing.  

 NASDA believes that proper land management is the responsibility of all stakeholders, including but 

not limited to, livestock grazing permittees and local, state and federal agencies, and that 

coordination, cooperation and or collaboration between all stakeholders throughout the land 

management decision making process is necessary for effective land use management.  

 NASDA advocates for the use of sound, thorough, science-based processes in management decisions 

for federal lands. 

 NASDA advocates for consistency between permittees, ranchers, farmers, and agricultural 

operations in the application of federal land management policies. 

 NASDA believes appropriate management of livestock grazing on federal lands is compatible with 

recreation, conservation, wildfire control and wildlife management. 
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 NASDA maintains that water rights, which are granted by the states for livestock grazing, be used by 

the right holder for beneficial use for grazing and other appropriate uses.  

 

8.3 Rangeland Management 

Land ownership patterns in the West underscore the purpose and vital need for a more coordinated and 

collaborative federal role in rangeland management. These public lands serve as critical economic 

drivers, and they provide numerous conservation benefits, wildlife habitat, water supply, and 

recreational opportunities for Western communities and the nation. States have a particular interest in 

improving the active management on federal lands. State governments have trust authority over water, 

and wildlife.. Poorly managed rangelands can have significant and broad impacts on the landscapes and 

communities, including negative impacts to air quality, economic sustainability, public health, 

degradation of rivers and streams and associated water quality (including drinking water), reduced 

forage for domestic livestock, impaired habitats for wildlife and fish, and associated jobs. Access to and 

the use of rangelands is essential to the future of agriculture in the Western U.S. 

 NASDA supports sound rangeland management policies that maintain and promote ecologic, 

economic and social balance and sustainability. 

 NASDA is concerned with the lack of federal funding and resources for federal land management 

agencies to implement rehabilitation, restoration maintenance projects, processing NEPA, and 

rangeland monitoring. 

 NASDA believes clear, coordinated and consistent application of federal vegetation management 

practices is integral to maintaining the health of western forests, preventing dangerous and 

damaging fires and maintaining grid reliability.  

 NASDA supports implementation of standard monitoring procedures to evaluate program benefits 

and ensure that fish and wildlife, soil, water and air goals are met, in conjunction with production 

agriculture goals. 

 NASDA urges federal agencies to work with states and permittees on rangeland management 

decisions. 

 

8.7 Fire Management  
Rangelands are subject, and vulnerable to extremely large range fires as in the past; suppression costs 
are extremely high and the risk to wildlife, homes, human life, wildlife habitat, and grazing lands 
increases with an increasing population.  Livestock numbers have been reduced to a fraction of what 
they once were and a massive buildup of fuels has resulted from an extremely small percentage of the 
annual forage being grazed by livestock.  Knowledge and technology exists to cope with extreme fire 
seasons by using fire resistant plant species in reseeding efforts following fire occurrence.  Livestock 
grazing is the most cost-effective, natural, productive tool for reduction of excess fuel and an effective 
tool in the reclamation of burned areas. 

 NASDA is a strong supporter of ending the practice of fire borrowing, and encourages Congress to 

pass legislation to fund federal wildfires off-budget as many states already do, and ensure the 

federal land management budget for restoration, recreation, road maintenance, hazardous fuels 

reduction, and wildlife/watershed protection is fully restored. 
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 NASDA strongly urges the Bureau of Land Management and other land management agencies to 

seed more fire resistant plant species such as edible browses and crested wheat grass following a 

fire to reduce the spread of cheat grass, future suppression costs, fire size, and wildlife and private 

property losses; and propose the use of livestock grazing as a resource management tool and 

deterrent to wildfire and encourage flexibility in using livestock as part of the rehabilitation process 

after a burn. 

 

8.8 Western Agriculture  

Agriculture in the Western states is significantly different than in other regions of the country. There are 

greater variations in soil, climate, terrain, agricultural commodities and practices, and water availability. 

Agriculture is an important contributor to the economy in the West, open spaces and habitats for 

wildlife. More than 630 million acres of the Western U.S. is managed by the Federal government. This 

figure is greater than the landmass of Texas, California, Florida and New York combined. Agriculture in 

the West is irrefutably and undeniably tied to Federal land management policies.   

 NASDA supports federal programs that strengthen local farm families and communities, including 

programs for all agricultural working lands, forests, and rangelands. 

 NASDA recognizes the contributions of private landowners as an integral part of both the remote 

and rural landscape and America’s agricultural heritage, and support expanded opportunities for 

rangelands to support local farm families and communities. 

 NASDA supports risk management strategies and a combination of tools to support agriculture and 

strengthen food safety and delivery systems providing quality food to the world. 
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